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= — * 
Page 6, Line 24 Dele e in maſſacreing. 

10 22 For aims, read aimed. 
11 13 For us, read our/elves. 
11 15 For aſſures, read aſſured. 
12 11 Before juft, inſert tbe. 
12 22 After enſue, full ſtop, 
20 1 Before broken, inſert 10 be. 
25 12 After collected, inſert in its plenary ſenſe. 
27 5 For others, read perſons. 

F 4, 28 20 For not, read ſcarcely, \ 
36 go For cdwfidence, read conference. 
40 4 After can, inſert only. 
4% 14 After mankind, a note of interrogation.. _, 
44 6 Dele ſemicolon after honours, and put it after 

evearied. . * 
. 825 19 Dele /n . 
47 ai After our, inſert own, 
? * 52 20 For mean, read mere. e 
32 5 For witious, read vicious. 
54 2 After deceived, comma. 
54 12 For intention, read attention. | 
35 21 „ there is à certain ſcale, &c. vide Milton's 
proſe works, vol. i. p. 290, &c. Ed. 1753. 
60 5 After them, comma. | 
6 14 After view, comma, | 1 

66 17 After animating, inſert article of. 
69 14 After it, comma. 


70 11 For comprehended in, read compoſed of. 
70 22 After preſcribed, comma. 


Ka) 
bis 77s Lite 14 Aſter extent, read of the duty. 
& 99. $ For oppfitton, read oppoſition. 
79 11 For admit of, read W ; 
31 21 For early, read eaffy. | | 
24 ö 8 Dele comma after . ind pat n 
. $5 | $5 For of the greater part, read of a great _y” 
Re 101 13 For he, read man. 
EA 102 16 Foron, read in. 
4 111 421 For mot, read more. 
3 115 13 After that, infert are. 
FI 118 6 Por in geiutrtl, read in particular. 
4 [ 118 5 For in particular, read in general. 
n 120 6 After evord, read that. | 
8 120 10 For de/igns, read (entimettts. 
| 4 120 11 For they, read theſe innovators. 
1 126 3 For 4lack, tend wild. 
6 127 10. After biff, full op. | : 
0 5 4 1 47 AY Read tranſcendent, for * tranſcendant. 
1 11 - 1 Afﬀter and, infert as for @s. 
[i 157 2 For bound, read timits. 
{8 159 11 Dele the poxver, 
| 460 16, 17 Dele bound together. 
* 183 2 After entered, read ns number! of kauen gd 
| 5 all juftly deſer ve to be 1 as the bin- 
3 , dicators, &c. 
.- 194 11 Read tore, for bad. 
1 85 196, laſt line, Read bearer, for men. 
Hi 198 16 Aﬀterpurfuits, a ſemicolon. 
* 
yy % 
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Lon poet QT ini VN 
"hal Th dera 17 a 05 , 
AS-I PASSED BY AND | BEHELD YOUR: DEVOTIONS, | 

1 FOUND AN ALTAR WITH, THIS INSCRIPTION, 

& 70 THE UNKNOWN. GOD,” WHOM THEREFORE 

7 IGNORANTLY WORSEIP, HIM DECLARE I 
| ' UNO. vou. MIO? 


r the period when Chriſtianity aroſe, the city 
>» of Athens had been for ages the admiration 


ol the world, the ſeat of the arts and ſciences, the 
"tain of law and religion. And though it had be- 


gun to decline under the riſing ſplendor of Rome, 
and was ſinking faſt into the inſignificance of a 
captive State, yet much of its ancient grandeur 
remained, and it was ſtill the venerable and beloved 

abode of learning and philoſophy... The: philoſo- - 


pbers of that day were, for the moſt part, divided 


into two ſets, which held oppoſite opinions, and 
ay hat i | were 


2 „ : no 1 | 
were equally adverſe to Chriſtianity, both in prin- 
ciples and practice. One of "theſe, called the 
Epicurean, devoted to ſenſual pleaſures, would wil 
lingly have perſuaded men that there was no Pro- 
vidence, no reſurrection, no immortality, no judg- 
ment. The other, called the Stoical, was rigorous 
and ſevere in its precepts, and required a ſcrupulous 
correctneſs of life but its diſciples were haughty 
and arrogant, and though they believed in the 
exiſtence of God, and had ſome idea of; a future 
tate, yet proud of their own wiſdom and virtue, 
in their imaginations they almoſt equalled human 
nature to the Godhead. Both parties diſputed till 
they had conſounded the diſtinctions of truth and 
 falſehood,' and had ſo perplexed the tminds of all 
plain and honeſt men, that few or none ebuld diſ- 
 ritiguiſh what was right from the heap of fophiſtty = 
and abſurdity with which it was mingled, "Y erit 
appears, that moſt of theſe philoſophers were de- 
| firous of diſcovering the truth, and that every rank 
ol the Athenians was "favourably inclined towards 
religion, We certainly cannot doubt that the 


populice' was devoutly diſpoſed, if we obſerve how 
much 


— 
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mucke bey were attached to their gods: | The in- 


habirants'of this city followed the Pagan ſyſtem 
through all its extravagancies, and acknowledged a 


Into this renowned city entered the holy Apoſtle 


tors. He entered into it, not as an admiring 


ſtranger, who ſought” ſor knowledge, but as the 
He entered into it, not to become a ſubtle diſpu - 
tant, in queſtions of genealogies and of ſcience 
falſely ſo called, nor to contend in oppoſitions of 5 


wit and eloquence, nor to invent new and peri- 


ciĩious modes of luxury and yolyptuouſneſs; hut he 
daunted by his ſufferings, deeply convinced: of the 
importance of his miſſion, and determined to per- 


ſevere in diſplaying the light of the goſpel to.the 
Gentiles, who till walked in darkneſs. Though 
he was no enemy to courteous and refined manners, 
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catalogue of deities almoſt infinite: ſetting up gods | 

| not only for the virtues and qualities of the body 
and mind, but even for foreſts and trees, for coun- | 

tries and Relds, for houſes and houſehold furniture. 


St. Paul, a fugitive before his unrelenting perſecu- 


: 
| 
l 


q 
1 
% 


4 SERMON 1. OR 
and far from being inſenſible of the advantages of 
human learning, he came not to acquire qualifica- 
tions, which were of little value, compared with 
"thoſe which he had to diſpenſe, but to inſtruct and 
regulate. the thoughts, to cleanſe and rectify the 
heart, to propagate the knowledge of the only true 
God, and to make the aer wiſe en, 
tion. 


N 05 eee the magnificent ſtreets, and 
viſited the ſplendid temples of che city, he made 


it his employment to aſcertain the ſtate of religion, 
and he found groſs idolatry every where predomi- 


nant. Among the many monuments of ſuperſti- 
tion which met his eyes, he at length beheld an 


altar inſcribed “ To Tas | Unknown Gop' -an 


altar dedicated by an unexampled refinement of 


ſuperſtition, to a deity without name or attribute. 


The ſpirit of St. Paul ſeems to have taken fire at 
this ſight, and compaſſionating ſuch ignorance 


ignorance ſo near the borders of knowledge he 


could no longer refuſe utterance to W 
his religion." ? 


\ 
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The novelty of his opinions, and the ſimplicity | 
and earneſtneſs of his manner, failed not to draw 
the attention of all who frequented the public 
places where he held his repeated harangues. Some 
of the Epicureans and Stoics, who affected ſuperior 

wiſdom; treated him with contempt, and aſked 
With a ſheer, © What will this babbler ſay ; others 
conſidered him as preaching new gods, under the 
names of Jeſus and the Reſurrection, and with 
that notion took and brought him to the court of 


for the moſt part of learned, dignified, and virtuous = 


men, whoſe minds were intent on © the ſtrange 
things which he had brought to their ears,“ and 
eager to gain information concerning the new doc- 
trines whereof he had ſpoken to them, the Apoſtle 
St. Paul, ſtanding in the midſt, thus addreſſed: 


re men of Athens, 1 perceive that in all things oy 


ye are too ſuperſtitious; for as I paſſed by and be- 
held your devotions, I found an altar with this 
inſcription, © T0 THE UNKNOWN God, whom 
| therefore ye 1 N him depiare [ 2 


you.“ on 
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The biſtory of mankind affords. us. numberleſs 
proofs of the danger which. enſues, from the deſer- 
tion or the violation of the principles of religious 
truth. And thoſe who are inclined to queſtion the 
neceſlity of a nice and anxious inveſtigation of the 
ciſion and ſcruples of orthodox believers,. ought to 
refer to hiſtorical facts before they venture to ad- 
belief, was the principal cauſe. of all the abſurdities 
of che Pagan mythology ; of all the trifling, lewd, 
and ſanguinary rites of the Gentile world. T heſe 
abſurd fables, which may juſtly. be expected from 
every miſtaken mode of propagating truth, pro- 
duced in the minds of acute and obſervant men, an 
ayerſion to religion itſelf. Even ſince the intro- 
duction of Chriſtianity, we have ſeen men erring 
from the fame cauſe, the want of accurate know- 
; ledge i in religion : devoting themſelves to perpetual 
and inactive ſecluſion, we have ſeen them eſtabliſh- 
i ing the Papal | throne of ſuperſtition, and bowing 
before it with a reverence only due to the Throne 
of Omnipotence; we have ſeen them 1 
i ; | eir 
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* — tang 
in the midſt of ſolemu mockery and impious ex- 
ultation. Theſe enormities form an inexhauſtible 
ſubject of invidious declamation to men who have 
weakly ſuffered themſelves to argue from ſuch: 
abuſes againſt the real, — oap_ 
2 22 ae Ant (ry 
N A fR7 * rr 2318 donn 
W . ed proc even at this, en- 
— period, perhaps a ſtronger reſemblance 
exiſts between the religious opinions of Chriſten - 
dom and thoſe of the ancient Epicureans and 
Stoics, than in any age ſince the propagation. of 
evangelical truth. For do there not exiſt among 
us men who can ſhut their eyes upon the light of 
queſtion the very exiſtence of the Almighty Father? 


afſembled in council, impiouſly decreed that there 
is no God? And wherein do the modern philo- 
ſophers differ from the Epicureans of old, except 
it be, that their vices are more groſs, more "rH 
oro enn avowed? Again, have a race 
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of ſceptics, he probably without bad intention, 
and wanting rather knowledge than Zeal, perplex 
ſpect to religion hang balanced in perpetual doubt, 
© like children toſſed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine.“ It is, indeed, one of 
the evils inſeparable from the preſent refined ſtate 
col ſociety, that men become faſtidious and fanciful 
in their opinions; and that they rather pay attention 
to doctrines which, by their novelty and ſtrangeneſs, 
amuſe the imagination, than to thoſe, which being 
built on the immoveable foundations of truth, muſt 
ever remain uniform and me” ſame in ſubſtance | 
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„Oben is are, who, like the pa deny not 
"OY nor his attributes, by their words, but con- 
tradict their belief by their practice; . preſump- 
tuous and felf:willed,” and in no wiſe regardful'of 


tte providence of heaven, theſe men rely entirely | 


on the powers of the underſtanding, and aſcribe that 
glory to themſelves which is due to God. Such 
errors as theſe. have a direct tendency to Atheiſm, 
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and are much more blameable than the errors of 
the Athenian philoſophers, who had not the _ 

eee eee Io 
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be ag it is not . ueitical en eee 

prevail in the preſent day. Though the more 
glaring abſurdities of idolatry have diſappeared 

wherever Chriſtianicy has. diffuſed itſelf, yet there 
are many who. worſhip. God ignorantly. - But he 
that ſerves. God in ignorance, is not far removed 
from an idolater, and ſtands. in great danger of 
falling, one day or other, into the worſhip of falſe 
gods. Who has penetrated into the ſanctuaries of 
the Romiſh church, and has ſeen men that profeſs 
themſelves worſhippers of the one true God, 
making prayers and offcrings, and proſtrating them- 
ſelves at the feet of ſenſeleſs images of wood or 
ſtone, the miſerable repreſentation of ſome martyred 
faint, or of the crucified Redeemer ho has ſeen | 
or heard of this, and has not thought that the times 
ol Gentile darkneſs eee Who 
and ua! liſtened. to men that: nde themſelves 
*; ; miniſters 
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miniſters of that God who requires a reaſonable 
ſervice, venting the moſt profane abſufdities under 


the name of goſpel truths; and has ſeen-them diſ- 


torting their features and convulſing their frames, 
as if - impaſſioned - geſture, wild declamation, and 
«;zeſting not convenient,” could promote the real 
intereſts of a mild, chaſte, and rational religion? 
Who, I ſay, has beheld this, without anticipating 
the corruption it is likely to introduce into our 
religious diſcipline ; without deprecating that ig - 
norance of the true doctrine and practice of the 
Chriſtian church which will probably enſue, if the 
oracles of God ſhould ever be entruſted to and 
n * nn 10> wenge 


It ve Kill in An eee a | 
abs ill effects which muſt 


reſult from ſuperficial and undefined notions in 
religion, we may draw them all from a conſidera- 


110n of the late, and partly of the preſent ſtate of 


ol atheiſm and bigotry, a conſpiracy was formed, 
and in ſome degree at preſent exiſts, which aims at 
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leg ꝶ— ed-inhe- thildrenof-ithis: 
| eee from their infancy, to reverence 
the oracles of religion, to ſtudy and meditate on 
the awful truths delivered in them, to know God, 
and to ſerve him, we ſhould not have ſren them 
plunging their daggers in the boſoms of their fel- 
low ſubjects, and affiancing themſelves cn | 
F Pr 
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| early and ſound education of every rank of the 
community, in the true principles of religion, draw 
of God aſſures us of its truth, that -puniſhment 
temporal, as well as eternal, muſt follow every 
dere liction or abuſe of the truth. We have all 
heard the denunciation of God, that he will viſit 
the ſins of the fathers upon the third and fourth | 


generation of chem chat hate him: and let me 
aſk, whether every one of us has not beheld its ac- 
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other? Do not the follies, the extravagancies, tho 


eee eee 
puniſhments" of any conſiderable aberration from 


the paths of virtue; what they are in another 
world, it is ĩmpoſſible to determine with any degree 
of certainty; but if accumulated ideas of eternal 
deſtruction, agony and remorſe, can alarm us, the 


pages of ſcripture abound with ſuch, It ſignifies 
nothing to plead the Uifficulty of acquiring juft and 
neceſſary knowledge of religion; the Bible is open 
to us, the churches are open to us, the works of 


the wiſeſt and beſt of men are open to us; and let 


us remember the merey of God is great, where 


there is an intention of doing right; but the juſtice 


of God is alſo terrible, where there is a wilful neg- 


lect and diſobedience. Upon the whole, it ap- i 
pears, that truth reſides in one fixed point, and that 
by the ordinance of God, whether men ſreptically 
top ſhort of it, or ſuperſtitiouſſy ruſh beyond it, 
confuſion and ruin muſt enſue; ſo neceſſary is 


moderation, even in the acquiſition of good; ſo in- 
N diſpenſable 
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Aged trew in the nobleſt purſuit of man, the | 
ſtudy of religious truth. And this conſideration 
leads me to the opinion, that were men more 
cautious and exact, more diſtruſtful of their im- 
petuous paſſions than they uſually are in their ſearch 
after truth, the religious opinions of mankind would 
approach el nearer to dir chan has ever 5 
| been wieneded. + 27 


15 therefore, dere be ſuch danger ef falling 
into extremes, it may be aſked, where are we 
to look for pure and undefiled religion; is it 
within the pale of the eſtabliſhed church? Moſt 
alluredly there, if any where. But, I fear, if the 
queſtion was put to all the congregations of this 

land, notwithſtanding the judicious, and zealous 
inſtruction of their paſtors, whether they are gene- 
| rally ſo well acquainted with the rudiments of re- 
- ligion, that, leaving the principles, they are able to 
- go on to the perfection of the knowledge of God, 1 
fear, that ſo far from the queſtion being anſwered 
in the affirmative, it would be neceſſary that the 
greater part ſhould be reproved in the words of the 
Apoſtle St, Paul, When forthe time ye ought to 
be 
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which be the firſt principles of the oracles of God 
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f and pay our devotions to him, yet that he is too 
4 often worſhipped ignorantly; that he is an un- 
known God; whoſe name and power we faintly re- 


1 . at intervals, and quickly forget... 

i | If this outline of A preſent ſtate of religion be 

i correctiy drawn, it will afford incentives of the ſtrong · 

EE eſt kind to rekindle | in us the ſpirit of true devotion. 

| If we dread the renewal of that worſe than Egyptian 
| darkneſs, which once covered the Pagan world; ir 


we ſhudder at the thoughts of the repetition of all 
the dark, obſcene and barbarous rites" of idolatry ; 
the abuſe of human nature, and of natural affection; 
the torture and murder of human victims; the 
facrifice of children by their own parents; if we 
vould preſerve our morals unſtained by the abomi- 
nable corruption of the Gentiles, and unviolated 
i by the ſacrilegious principles of modern philoſophy : 
| if, again, we would keep our minds unclouded, and 
| our 
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our hearts uncontracted by the gloomy and narrow 
ſuperſtitions ol the church of Rome, and of, every 
communion which ec holds the truth in untighteouſ- 
neſs,” neſs,” ſound knowledge muſt be promoted amongſt 
us, and juſt and accurate notions muſt be formed 
both with regard to the nature and extent, the 
doctrines and practice of religion. Theſe are the 
points in which every man js concerned to be well 
inſtructed; and if we believe that there is any 
truth, any reality in religion, if we think chat there 
is but the moſt diſtant chance of its being true, [ 
am ata loſs to know upon what principle we ſhall 
reconcile it to ourſelyes to be indifferent on this 
ſubje&. Religion involves all our beſt and deareſt 
intereſts in this life, and in that which is to comes 
it offers ſalvation, it threatens deſtruction; but if 
any man obſtinately chuſes to incur the hazard of 
eternal condemnation, rather than make it the ſub- 
ject of his conſideration, hO ſhall prevent him? 
Who ſhall check the madman, in his career, and 
convince, him of his madneſs? Every warning 
| ſhould be made. uſe of, every perſuaſive exerted; 
but if all human means fail, we muſt ſurrender che 
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ah of you, my re TE "will 8 potter 
things... We truſt, that neither like the proud 
philoſophers of old, you will reject all thoughts of 
religion as the vain dreams of diſturbed imagina- | 
tions, nor yet, like the deluded and ſuperſtitious 
populace, run with itching ears after ſtrange Gods 
and falſe prophets, and pollute the purity of religion 
by an intermixture of idolatrous rites and ſuper- 


There is in religion, as in the circumſtances of 
ſociety, a golden mean, and as the happieſt climate 


of the world lies between the extremes of heat and 
cold, ſo alſo, in religion, is there a temperate zone, 
equally diſtant from the fervor of enthuſiaſm and 


the coldneſs of infidelity; moſt kindly to the 


growth and produce of religious knowledge, and 


favourable to the encouragement of every good 
In this temperature is fitu= 
ated the church of England, thus eſtabliſhed in the 

69664 remoteſt 
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remoteſt point from every extreme. Therein 
have the truths of religion been the moſt ſecurely 
and profitably ſtudied, and therein have flouriſhed 
the faireſt examples of ardent faith and unſullied 
righteouſneſs, „ 


May, the Almighty grant us grace ever to 
hold faſt the form of ſound words which we have 
received therein, and to follow the example of 
thoſe of his ſervants who have departed this life in 
the true faith; © and this l pray, that your love 
may abound yet more and more in knowledge and 
in all judgment; that ye may approve things that 
are excellent; that ye may be ſincere and without 
offence till the day of Chriſt, being filled with the 
fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Feſus Chriſt, 
unto the glory and praiſe of God. 
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LIGHT / IS ' COME 10 THE WORLD, - AND MEN 
OV DAR KNESS RATHER THAN LIGHT, 


Tu prevailing error under which the world 

ſeems to labour in the preſent day, is a fond- 
neſs for diſcovering other principles of action, and 
other motives for virtue, than thoſe -which the 
doctrine and example of Jeſus Chriſt will war- 
rant, | | f 


lt mall be my endeavour, therefore; to ſhew, 
that the boaſted lights of philoſophy and natural re- 
ligion, which men have been ſo deſirous of ſub- 
ſtituting in the place of the chriſtian revelation, are 
in reality loſt in the illumination which that reve- 
lation has ſpread over the darkneſs of the world: 
that all other obligations to goodneſs, except the 
C2 covenant 
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covenant of our holy faith, are lax and eaſily broken 


through; and that every character which is formed 


upon principles diſtinct from revealed religion, and 
unconnected with it, will form but a melancholy 
contraſt with the character of the true Chriſtian, 


The fondamental miſtake upon which the fan- 
ciful theories of this philoſophy have been bullt, 


ſeems to lie in too exalted an opinion of the powers 
of the underſtanding, / and too ſecure a N on 


the good qualities of the heart. But the powers off 
the human mind, unaſſiſted by reyelation, mighty 


| as they may appear to us at firſt view, are in reality 


but little ſuperior to the inſtinA which governs 


animals; and the good qualities of the heart, unleſs 
| purified by religion, ſhew themſelves only in tran- 


ſient and momentary gleams, and are frequently ob- 


ſcured by the dark and ſullen paſſions. It is true, 


that mankind have learned to penetrate the bowels 
of the earth, to traverſe the ſra in ſhips, and to 
trace the courſes of the heavenly bodies: it is true, 
that men may be found, verſed in abſtruſe calcula- 
tom, powerful in argument, and ſagacious in obſerva- 

tion. 
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uon. But what are all che inventions of the in- 
genious, and the reflections of the wiſe; able to 
effect, when the riches and wiſdom of the creation 
are to be fathomed? We trace with weak and 
faltering ſteps, a few degrees of the immenſe de- 
fign, but quickly find ourſelves loſt and bewildered 
in the greatneſs and magnificence of the ſubject. 
In the inveſtigation of the important queſtions 
vhich are comprehended under the venerable name 
of religion, the mind cannot advance far by its 
own ſtrength, nor diſcover truth without the aid 
of revelation. Without the revelation of God, we 
cannot know why we were born into this calami- 
tous world for the apparent purpoſe, of enduring 
toil, fickneſs and pain, alleviated but ſeldom by 
uncertain and fleeting moments of. enjoyment : 
we know not for what purpoſe, reaſon, fo flow in 
growth, ſo frail when grown, is given to us, which, 
expoſes, the miſery of life, without enabling us 

8 to relieve it. In ſhort, without revela- 
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why. We exiſt at. all, What then. is the mighty 
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advantage communicated to us by the "faculties. of 
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a mind? I repeats, whatuoleſs we exert them 


as revelation has commanded. us, and apply chem 
as inſtruments to oonvince ourſelves of the truths 
of religion, they will ſerve us ſeſs effectually than the 
inſtinct which compels the brute animal to provide 
for its owa ſafety and welfare. Let us then diſtruſt 
the ſpecious diſplays of human ingenuity, with 


which the world is filled: the knowledge which is 


thus imparted. to us, is, indeed, hy no means to be 
deſpiſed; but let us reckon upon it as of ſecundary 
importance, When we attempt to account for the 
manifold, inconſiſtencies. of life, and enter upon 
the intereſting topic ben n 


But it may be Ad, ir the" unde al be 


deficient, is not the heart of man poſſeſſed of that 


innate goodneſs which leads him immediately t to 
love and practiſe whatever is good? To confute = 
this notion, let us: refer che advocate of natural 
goodnefs to his ſelf: examination before the rribunal | 
of his own conſcience, and let him deny, if he can, 


thoſe evil inclinations and polluted deſires, "which 


at times contaminate the imagination of every man. 


Did he never ſwell with pride? Did he never 


thirſt 
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over his feelings? Did he never writhe under the 
pings of erivy? Did he never indulge in the filthy 
lofts of concupiſcence? Did he never enjoy 4 
gloomy ſatisfaction in the diſtreſſes of his friends? 
Alas! my brethren, not even the ſublime doctrines 
of chriſtianity can totally eradicate the evil paſſions 
from our hearts; we are fallen from original 
purity, and whatever we do to retrieve that purity, 
may be acceptable to the mercy of God, but can 
neyer be conſidered as ſatisfactory to his Juſtice, 
| The followers of the light of nature, have, indeed, 
recommended an excellent code of morality, but 
whence was it taken ? From the ſyſtem of morality 
which revealed religion has eſtabliſhed. The : 
ſeeptie has learned to enforce all the duties enjoined 
by the decalogue; but whence did he acquire his 
knowledge of thoſe duties? not from the light 
of nature, bur from the revelation of God. T here 
are ſome virtues which the light of nature might 
point « out as fit and neceſſary, but if we had leiſure 
to examine them, we ſhould find that they are ſuch 

as Terms from the univerſal inſtin& of fell preſer- 
| c 33 vation 
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vation and the great law of retaliation, which 
the convenience of ſociety ſreins to have rendered 


neceſſary even in the carlieſt periods of the world. 
But if we leave theſe common duties, of which the 
practice is as, advantageous, as the neglect is 
dangerous, and call to mind thoſe. « of a ſublimet 
nature, which have been introduced by revelation, 


| WE. ſhall pergeive at PF, the deficiency of natural 
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oh 1. we lock ackürately into hiſtory, we man 
find that the world, in the firſt ages, had but 


0 a very vague Loos indiſtinct ſenſe of right and 


wrong, and that no [people poſſe ta perfect know- 


ledge of the common precepts of morality, excbepe | 
the Iſraelites —* God had ſhewed his word unto 


Jacob, and his ſtatutes and Judgments unto Iſrael, 
but he had not dealt fo with any other nation, 
neither had dhe Heathen any knowledge of his 
laws. What adebauched and flagitious race of men 


were the inhabitants of the ſeven promiſed coun- 


tries, who, after having been repeatedly, but vainly, 
warned from God, were at length, for the enor- 


mit of their ſins, delivered 1 up to be extirpated by 
the 


ws, SERMON" T1 9 aß 
ine hand ef his choſen people. Where then was 


the boaſted light of nature, which could not lay 


open to theſe miſerable, people che pathe of 


deſtruction ? Again, from | what unwritten law 
has the follower: of nature been inſtructed not only 
to forgive, but to forget faults ; not only to love 


friends and ſtrangers among mankind, but even 
enemies. This heavenly precept of univerſal 


love, is directly contrary to che bias of human 
nature. It is a precept which could only be col- 


lected from che doctrines of chriſtianity, and the 
example of Jeſus Chriſt, and it was never-fully and 
clearly inculcated. among the duties of mankind, 
till aſter the promulgation of our moſt holy faith · 
A a proof of this, liſten. to the mitlancholy de- 
ſenption which St. Paul gives of the ſtate of the 


Gentiles, in his exhortation to the converted 


Epbeſians uche, This, I ſay, therefore; and teſtify in 
the Lord, that ye henceſorth walk not as other 


the underſtanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through, the ignorance 8 chat is in 


teu | them, 
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being paſt feeling; have given themſelves over 
unto laſciviouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſs with 
greedineſs. The philoſophical code of "worality; 
is, therefore, borrowed from revealed religion; but 
the ſubtle philoſopher repreſents his doctrines as 
foriiging! from the commoni/coufſe of things, and 
 difingenuouſly attempts to conceal" the ſource of his 
information; by e er a "ping . 
ny e Allee 
3 beſide the natural Kiſs - of deat oblignion 
which we have ſhewn to be weak and, inſufficient, 
the adverſaries of tevelation have brought forward 
another phantom, which is called: hunů,,).-⸗ Þ mean 
that ſpecies of honour which ſets itſelf up as inde« 
pendent of religion. This muctt cheriſhed) prin« 
ciplez- when ſtripped of its outward covering, will 
be found to be compoſed of nothing but the pride 
of man dilated to its utmoſt extent: Pride, when 
not tempered and corrected by che precepts of 
Chriſtianity, introduces much evil. A man of 
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generous; dut he is at een bete 
patient, haughty, and vindictive. A man of honour 
is punctual in the diſcharge of debts for which his 
word is paſſed; but he neglects the juſt claims of 
; many others, and rather chan diſobey the calls of 
honovr, would ſee ruin fall upon their beads, | 
Honour teaches him not to dread the commiſien 
of murder, when ſanctioned by the name of duel- 
ling ; or when the load of Iife becomes weariſomez 
not to ſhudder at the perpetration of ſuieide, un- 
awed by che apprehenſion of hurrying imo the pre. 
ſence of the Almighty with alt is fins unrepented 
of. What dependence then is to be placed upon 
a ptinciple fo wavering and inconſtant, thus imabſe 
to feparate evil from good; and pole 
3 vice * [OY e 
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practice of ghodneſs is. ſuppoſcdc to be- enforced 
ſtrongly; which may be called @xpedimcy., It is con- 
venient fot the welfare: of ſhciety;; that laws: ſhould, 
be enacted to reſtrain the overbearing paſſions and 
evil propenſities of men, But it is manifeſt, chat | 
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* 


private duties of a man to himſelf. The laws of 
this country, which are eminently framed for the 
maintenance of good order and the promotion of 
virtue, cannot reſtrain debauchery. What law pre- £ 
vents the indulgence of ebriety within private walls? 
What law prevents the gratification. of luſt, when 


concealed from the public eye ? It is unqueſtion- 


ably.the intereſt of men to cheriſh and encourage 
virtue; but well convinced as they are of this grand 
truth, how few are there. who have preſence of mind. 
enough to diſcern accurately, upon all occaſions, 
the differences of good and evil how few who 
have reſolution ſufficient to practiſe in chemſelves 
the reſtraint which ſuch a knowledge would i im- 

poſe? If the law of expediency were ſufficient to 
deter mankind from evil deeds, why does fin exiſt 

at all in the world ? Self-intereſt, combined with 

every other ſupport, even with that of Chriſtianity 
itſelf, is not capable of withſtanding the overwhelm- 
ing torrent of 6h that threatens to E . 
eue geen 357 nn 07 951843 30 
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operations, that he cannot proceed far under its 

Airection; if the heart of man be ſo ſubjected to 
the dominion of evil paſſions, that he cannot place | 
an unguarded confidence in its good qualities ;/ if 
the only pure and perfect ſyſtem of morality be 


| "not the invention of men, but the revelation of God; 


if the principles of honour and ſelf-intereſt, unſup- 
ported by religious morives, form but a weak bar- 
rier againſt the inceſſant incueſions of iniquity the 
general inference will be, that ſome more powerful 
principles muſt be ſought to regulate our cond ok, 
and to fupport us through the trials of life, yy 


In the goſpel we have ſuch principles delivered 
to us from God himſelf, which. we cannot reject 

without incurring the blame of wilful ineredulity 
and impious doubt. We have ſuch principles con- 
tained in revealed religion, in the belief of an om- 
niſcient God, the imitation of an all. perfect Saviour, 

and the expectation of a bleſſed immortality. Why 

then ſhall we be willing to caſt off an infallible 
W guide? 
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no human laws can extend ſo far as to reach the 


private duties of a man to himſelf. The laws of 
this country, which are eminently framed for the 


maintenance of good order and the promotion of 


virtue, cannot reſtrain debauchery. What law pre- 2 
vents the indulgence of ebriety within private walls? 
What law prevents the gratification. of luſt, when 


concealed from the public eye ? It is unqueſtion- 


ably the intereſt of men to cheriſh and encourage 
virtue; but well convinced as they are of this grand 
truth, how few are there who. have preſence of mind 
enough to diſcern accurately, upon all occaſions, 
the differences of good and evil how few, who, 
have reſolution ſufficient to practiſe in themſelves 


the reſtraint. which ſuch, a knowledge would i im-. 


poſe? If the law'of expediency were ſufficient to 
deter mankind from evil deeds, - why does ſin exiſt 

at all in the world? Self. intereſt, combined with 

every other ſupport, even with that of Chriſtianity: 
itſelf, is not capable of withſtanding the overwhelm- 
. eee, 8 that how eee 
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Il chen the mind of man be ſo limited in it 
operations, that he cannot proceed far under its 
direction; if che heart of man be ſo ſubjected to 
the dominion of evil paſſions; chat he cannot place 


an unguarded confidence in its good qualities; if 
"the only pure and perfect ſyſtem of morality be 


not the invention of men, but the revelation of God; 


if the principles of honour and ſelf-intereſt, unſup- 
ported by religious motives, form but a weak bar- 
rier againſt the inceſſant incurſions of iniquity the 
general inference will be, that ſome more powerful 
principles muſt be ſought to regulate our conduct, 
and to ſupport us through the trials of life, 


In the goſpel we have ſuch principles delivered 
to us from God himſelf, which we cannot reject 
without incurring the blame of wilful incredulity 
and impious doubt. We have ſuch principles con- 
tained in revealed religion, in the belief of an om - 

niſcient God, the imitation of an all-perfe& Saviour, 
and the expectation of a bleſſed immortality. Why 
then ſhall. we be willing to 9 off an infallible 
guide? 


Free 
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guide? Providence has certainly implanted in us 
good deſires as well as evil, and à diſtinguiſhing 
ſenſe of right and wrong: it is, therefore, our duty 
to cheriſh the ſeeds of virtue, and to cultivate the 
powers of our underſtanding. But in executing 
the charge thus intruſted to us, let us not forget 
that we are altogether the creatures of God, and 
ſubject to the control of his almighty hand: let us 
not forget that we are fallible, and the ſlaves of 
ignorance and error, left we ſhould attempt to 
uſurp the office of our Creator, and to ſubſtitute in 
the place of his eternal and unchangeable laws, the 
diſtempered fancies, of human imagination. 


We have in the goſpel of Chriſt every command, 

every admonition, every comfort which is needful for 

our well · doing in this world, and our falvation in the = 
next. Let it then be the ſtudy of our lives to make 
full advantage of the glorious light which has thus 
been vouchſafed to us from heaven. By this let 
our ſteps be directed through this valley of the 
ſhadow of death : to this let us look up with re- 

verence 
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verence and ſubmiſſion, with hope and faith, with 


confidence and affurance—ſo that in the laſt day, 
at the tribunal of heaven, we may not tremble, but 
rejoice at the final ſentence, when the awful alter- 


native will be inexpreſlible happineſs, or miſery for 


eycr and ever. 
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THIS BOOK” or TAE TAW SHALL NOT DEPART OUT 
THY. MOUTH, BUT THOU SHALT: MEDITATE 
THEREIN DAY AND NIGHT, THAT THOU, MAY=- 

EST OBSERVE TO DO ACCORDING TO ALL THAT 

Is WRITTEN THEREIN, FOR THEN THOU SHALT 

hs MAKE THY | WAY PROSPEROUS, 'AND ' THEN 

| rn SHALT HAVE G00D SUCCESS, oe: 


ins v4 


= Moſes. had conducted the tuples 

through the dangers of the wilderneſs, ad 
having. conquered the princes of Moab, had en- 
camped upon the banks of Jordan, he perceived 
that the purpoſes of his miſſion were completed, 
- and that nothing nom remained but to appoint his 
ſucceſſor. He therefore ſelected, Joſhua, the W 
Nun, sa man full of the ſpirit of wiſdom,” laid 
bis hands upon him and preſented him to the 


| eee Iirael 4 ele fotute leader. Imeme- ; 
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diately after he had diſcharged this laſt duty, and 

had beſtowed a parting benediction upon his people, 
he aſcended to the top of Mount Piſgah, and hav- 
ing once bleſſed his eyes with the beautiful proſpect 
before him, he reſigned his ſpirit to the Lord, in 
the hope of entering into a happier land of promiſe 
than that: On even into "_ realms wy ever- 


The office which thus r esl upon Joſhua 
wired every exertion of wiſdom, courage, and 
reſolution. It was a taſk of the utmoſt hazard to 
invade the Canaanites, to ſubdue a mighty and 
watlike people, who had already fortified their 
cities, and aſſembled their forces. Nay, we find 
chat there was need of more than human abilities 

fot no ſooner was Joſhua inveſted' with his new 
office, than the Lord thought fit to fpeak unto him, 
to confirm him in his command, Captain of the 
hoſts of Ifrael, to rouſe him into action, and to 
affore him of ſucceſs. And that he might not 
plead ignorance in excuſe for neglect, the Almighty 


28 1 means IR alone he could ſe- 
cure 
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cure eidery to his arms: * only be thou ſtrong | 
and very courageous; chat thou mayeſt obſerve to 
do according to all the law which Moſes my ſer- 
vunt commanded thee: turn not from it to the 
right hand nor to the leſt, that thou mayeſt proſper 
whitherſoever thou goeſt; and, in the words of 
the text, „this book of the law ſhall not deparr 
out of thy mouth, but thou ſhalt meditate therein 
day and night, that thou tnayeſt obſerve to do ac- 
cording to all that is written therein, for then thou 
ſhalt make thy enen, 
ene FN 0 


Now, my breihren, ey we not with pro- 
priety, and under the ſanction of the ſacred penmen, 
conſider ourſelves as placed in a ſituation reſembling 
that of the leader of the Iſraelites? Was Joſhua, 
with his countrymen, deſtined to conquer the rich | 
and glorious land of promiſe? 80 are we, the 
ſoldiers of religion, united in one cauſe, and em- 
powered to contend for the poſſeſſion of a bettet 
 country—the heavenly Canaan. Was Joſhua com- 
pelled to force his way through all the difficulties 
of war, to defeat ambuſcades, to diſcotnfit armies, 

D 5” to 


" SERMON II. 


to level with the ground the walls of fenced cities? 
So we have the deceit and temptation, the malice 
and oppoſition of the world to overcome. Was 
Joſhua endangered by the folly and treachery of 
his own people? So we may be deluded and be- 
trayed by our on paſſions. Was Joſhua ignorant 
of the country into which he penetrated, and ex- 
poſed to dangers from the experience and local 
knowledge of the enemy? So we are liable to 
diſaſters from the blindneſs and inſufficiency of na- 
tural reaſon, and from the vigilance and craftineſs 
of our adverſary the devil. Did the ſpirit of the 
| Lord enter into the heart of Joſhua, and fill him 
with a godlike courage? 80 alſo the Comſorter 
is at hand ec to ſtrengthen us with might in the 
inner man,” Was Joſhua ſent to the conteſt in- 
| ſtructed by God himſelf, and provided with the 
book of life and of eternal wiſdom? 80 alſo, 
though we. be not admitted like him into per- 
ſonal confidence with God, yet we have a fuller 
and more ſatisfactory diſpenſation, an additional 
and more glorious revelation, communicated to us 
by a nobler meſſenger than the prophet Moſes. 
| And 


— 
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And the kara! .does not end bere. Joſhua 
had theſe difficulties to encounter, theſe aſſiſtances ; 


to ſtrengthen him: he conquered, and was reward- 
ed: had he failed, diſgrace and puniſhment would, 


in all probability, have been the conſequence. We 
have equal obſtacles to remove, and equally. gra- 
cious aids to ſupport. us; but herein the caſes differ, 
that we have a greater prize to contend for: if 
ve ſucceed, our reward will be proportionably 


greater; and, on the other hand, if we fail, our 
ſhame will be in the ſame meaſure more poignant, 


and our ſentence more tremendous, / If, therefore, 
it was incumbent upon Joſhua to avail himſelf of 
the inſtrument of ſucceſß which was given to him 
from heaven, it is in an equal, if not greater degree 
our duty to employ ſtrenuouſly that which is called 


the ſword of the ſpirit, which, in like manner, has 


been put into our hands. by the goodneſs of God. 


To ſpeak in Plainer terms, it is the indiſpenſable 


duty of every. Chriſtian 10 15 5 the holy 22 k 


his ſtudy. 
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ligion, and we readily diſcover | that many of them 
are gone far away from the truth. For as long as 
there are men of corrupt hearts in the world, as 
| long as there are men of different abilities, inclina- 
tions, and intereſts, ſo long it will be neceflaty that 
there ſhould be ſome general and acknowledged 
ſtandard by which it may be abſolutely determined 
what doctrines are juſt and true. Shall we make 
vſe of reaſon for this purpoſe? Reaſon is not 
equal to the office. Reaſon cannot tell us for what 
end man lives in the world, nor with what worſhip 
God is pleaſed; nor can it inform vs why the all- 
merciful Creator permits evil to prevail ; "why the 
wicked man enjoys proſperity, and' the good 1 man 
ſuffers adverſity ; nor can it aſcertain upon what 
4 terms the Almighty will pardon us; nor yet afford 
us any certainty of a future fate. "The uſes of 
» "reaſon, i in matters of religion, are principally theſe: 
it will prevent us from being deceived, when any 
1 thing is offered to our belief, as coming from ; from God God; 
and wil enable us to determine whether we have 
ſufficient proof to juſtify our receiving it as ſuch: 

it will — us alſo to deterinine whether-the 
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will known to mankind, are ſuch as no man, of 
common underſtanding, ought: to call in queſtion. | 
It is che faculty of reaſon, which convinces us, that 
the truths of ſcripture proceeded from God; that 

the perſons to whom he made revelations of his 
will at ſundry times and in divers manners, were 
inſtructed by him to record them in certain books; 
| that theſe holy perſons were aſfiſted by the infallible 
ſpirit of God; that the books which we receive as 
ſcripture, were written by thoſe authors to whom 
they are aſcribed, and that they have deſcended to 
with certain rules, by which we may be qualified 
to diſcover the true meaning of the ſeriptures, and 
to interpret them ſametimes literally, according to 
che plain ſenſe of the words; at other times with 
more latitude, according to the general tenor of 
the paſſage. In queſtions like theſe, reaſon is pro · 
perly employed, and can give ſatisfactory informa- 
tion. But when we attempt to paſs the borders of 
the world, to view the ſecrets of the creation, to 
ſcan the myſteries of religion, and to gaze upon 
> D 4 the 
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the throne of the living God, can reaſon be our 
guide? © Certainly not. The province of reaſon + | 

is narrow, and confined within impaſſable barriers : 
it can conduct us to a certain point, and ſhew that 
there are unmeaſurable regions beyond its know 
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But while we guard againſt the miſchieſs of 
preſumptuous curioſity, let us be cautious leſt in- 
difference betray us into the oppoſite and more | 
dangerous extreme, the gulph of religious igno- 
rance. We ought to advance our knowledge as 
far as we can with modeſty and humility. God 
has kindly given us his revelations to ſupply the 
defects of our reaſon, and to prevent our abuſing 
the great bleſſings of the underſtanding. - We 
cannot ſurely be ſo brutal and unfeeling as to b 

neglect ſo precious a benefit, ſo ſenſeleſs as to | 
| deſpiſe the giſt of an all-wiſe and powerful -bene- 


factor, ſo beſotted as to diſregard the terrible re- 


ſentment of an inſulted God. Whether we are in 
the number of thoſe happier perſons who' make 
knowledge their delight, or of thoſe whoſe actions 

are 
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influence our hearts; if religion occupies any por- 


dun of our thoughts, let us ſearch the ſcriptures, 
and whatever may be our wants or deſires, all will 
be ſatisfied from that never- failing fountain of 
knowledge. Are we anxious to attain .. to the 
knowledge of the great Creator, and to diſcover. 
his purpoſes and gracious deſigns? Would we 
know how ſin and wickedneſs, ſickneſs, miſery 


and death, came into the world; how man loſt his 2 


original innocence, and what terms of reconcilia- * 
tion, God, with aſtoniſhing beneficence, has pro- 
poſed to his fallen creatures: do we proceed to 
enquire. how. God redeemed us by bis Son, Jeſus = 
Chriſt, and in what way the Holy Spirit contri- | 
| butes to our redemption: would we be informed f 
what will be the ſtare of the ſouls and bodies of. 
ourſelyes and our brethren, when we ſhall haye F 
quitted this world, and ſhall. be no longer ſeen 
among men: would we acquaint ourſelves wich 


r future conſequences, of. our conduct in this "life, | 
| whether 
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whether rewards will — and punifh- 
ments fall upon our yices? The word of God will 
the ſeriptures are . profftable for deéttine - 
Again, have we fallen into error by ſuppoſing re · 
ligion too eaſy or too hard a ſervice; by ſuiting its 
doctrines to our own - intereſt or convenience, by 
diveſting God of his attributes, or aſſigning him 
ſuch as are inconſiſtent with his Majeſty, by pro- 
fancly imagining that he is careleſs of this world, 
and watches not over the children of men; or 
ſuperſtitiouſly "believing, that he is 'a God that 
delights in laughter, and riots in the blood and 
deſtruction of mankind; on whichſoever fide we 
have wandered from the truth, the word of God 
alone is able to reclaim us: Thus the feriptures 
are 10 profitable for reproof.” If, however, corrup- 
tion has ſunk ſo deep into our diſpofttions, that 
our converſation is grievouſly defiled with the 
taint of vice ; if the love of virtue has decayed in 
us, and that of ſenſual indulgence” and ſelfiſn in- 
_ tereſts has eſtabliſhed itſelf in its ſtead; if our 


thoughts and wiſhes, and actions, are devoted to 
the 
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he ſhes quit yet, even in this - caſe, deſ- 
perate as it may ſeem, if we are not totally given 
up to a reprobate mind; if we are not altogether 
aliens from the life of God; if any painful ſenſe 
remains of our miſerable condition, any ſecret 

wiſh and involuntary | defire for ſuch gracious 
counſel as might relieve us from the burden of 
our wickedneſs, then alſo,” the remedy muſt be 
ſought in the pages of holy writ. The diſorders 
of fin yield only to the powers of religion. Thus, 
the ſeriptures are '* profitable for correction. 
Again, are we ſolieitous chat our practice ſhould 
correſpond with our belief; would we clearly com- 
prehend the ſyſtem of the duties of man to God, 
to his neighbour, and to himſelf; are we deſirous 
of acquiring that perfection of righteouſneſs, which 
wilt qualify us for the enjoyment of heaven? then 
muſt we ſtudy our Bible: for that alone points 
out the preciſe path of virtue, and ſets up on high 
gertain land- markes for direction, ſo that if we err, 
our error muſt be wilful. Tbos, the ſcriprures 
are (. * profitable for inftruQtion in E &- 
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Does the conſideration of the | ſhortneſs, the 
uncertainty, the pain, the trouble, the vanity of 
human liſe diſtreſs us? | Are we ſtruggling with | 
accumulated misfortunes, poor, naked, hungry, 
perſecuted, deſticute? Are we diſcontented amidft 
5 pleaſures, riches and honours; liſtleſs, diſguſted, 


1 wearied, what ſhall renovate our hope, and make bc 
1 our chearfulneſs to flo again? Be affured, there 

if is but one effectual relief for the ſorrows and vexa- 

4 tions of life, and that is the ſtudy of religion; or, 

; ; in other words, of the holy ſcriptures. * Who is he, 

4 that plunged into the loweſt depths, of deſpair and — 
N anguiſh; upon the opening of this book of com- | 

4 fort, feels not his heart lightened, fo that he looks 

{ upon his misfortunes with a more complacent eye, 

f and can perceive. the deſire of life. and happineſs 

6 rekindle-in him? Thus, the nee are. pte. 

5 ; fitable for ee 55 | 

1 | ö Since, therefore, the ſacred writings appear in 

N every point of view neceſſary and ſufficient for our 

4 earthly happineſs and eternal ſalvation, how greats > 
p is the obligation, how great the advantage of. 
ſtudying 

i 
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Rudying them . But let us not deceive ourſelves, 
The greateſt good may be improperly and unpro- 
fitably uſed. It will be of more advantage to read 
a little with attention, than to read a great deal, 
and be nothing the wiſer for ig. It is better to 


read the ſerĩptures occaſionally, with a. proper 
' remper_and-frame of mind, than to ſtudy. them 
profoundly;- without a due ſubmiſſion of the un- 
derſtanding and will. It ſhould never be for- 
gotten, that the grand object of the ſcriptures is to 
make men wiſe unto ſalvation; and that it is God 
_ himſelf, either by the mouth of his prophets, or of 
his beloved Son, that condeſcends therein to be 
our inſtructor. If we think of them as the written 
words of God, ſurely it will work ſome! ſeriouſ- 
neſs in us; and if we conſider them at all as a 
divine revelation, we can receive them no other- 
wiſe than as the very words of the all- perfect, all- 
vwiſe, all · powerful, eternal Son of God. Do we 
treat with reſpect, and hear with attention, and 
obey with alacrity, the mandates of earthly princes, 
and ſhall we lightly regard, and careleſsly receive, 
the precepts of the King of Kings and Lord of 

e hh Lon. 
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Lords, of him who from his throne beholdeth all | 
them that dwell on the earth? So far from ſhew- 
ing ſuch indecent, ſuch impious, and ſuch infatuated 
levity, we ought-ever, when the Bible is before us, 
to read it with minute attention; with unſeigned 
reverence; with an entire ſubmiſſion of our hearts 
and minds; with a ſincere deſire of practiſing what 
is there declared to be the will of God; with a 
particular and unſparing application aner 
een and our on on. man 


Wy am yi more 3 in eee _ 
frame of mind is neceflary for the profitable diſ- 
charge of the great duty of ſtudying the ſcriptures, 
becauſe I know that ĩt is very poſſible that a man 
may have a very extenſive acquaintance with 
texts of ſcripture, and yet derive little faving 
knowledge from them. The greateſt hypocrites 
can call in a text to aid their deſigns: the wildeſt 
| enthuſiaſts can vindicate their extravagancies by a 
text: nay, the avowed debauchee can find, per- 
haps, a text to juſtify or palliate his exceſſes. But 
let theſe men beware; ſuch practices are of all 

; | k others 
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| others the moſt dangerous 15 religion, to mankind, 


and to themſelves. Woe unto them, * ſaith - 


Iainh, that call evil good, and good evil, that put 
darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs, that put 


bitter for ſweet, and ſweet ſor bitter.” Woe unto 


thoſe men who pervert the uſe of he ſcriprures, by 
profane ridicule and audacious mockery; who put 
anoccafion to fall in their brother's way, and make 


that holy book an incentive to vice, which: was 
given to us as the perſect law of righteouſneſs. 
But let us, my brethren, flee from interpreters ſo 


weak, contemptible and wicked, and let it be our 


conſtant endeayour to read theſe ſacred records with 


a ſteady. view to their undoubted and benevolent 


intention, which is man's ſalvation; never diſ- 
daining to conſult thoſe, who, from ſuperiority of 
learning and abilities, or from eminence in virtue 


and religion, claim our regard and deference, Let 


the frequency of our endeavours in this ſervice, - 
compenſate for the imperfe&ion of them, and let 
not out views be terminated” by our benefit, but 
let them be extended to the ere of all 


thoſe RRR e Pro 
RG Finally, 
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Finally, let us ever pray with fervency, that 
d bleſſed Lord who has cauſed all holy ſcrip- 
tures to be written for our learning, will grant 
that we may, all of us, in ſuch wiſe hear them, read, 
mark, lear n, and inwardly digeſt them; that by 
patience and comfort of his holy word, we may 
embrace, and ever hold faſt, the bleſſed hope of — 
everlaſting life, which he has given us in our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” Amen. dot Fee ß 
| ; "1% 2090 + + 
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Wird, the * Almighty, in his anger, laid 1 | 


curſe on our firſt parents, he did not doom 


them to a condition of irretrievable miſery. It is 
one of thoſe tranſcendant properties by which the 
Creator is diſtinguiſhed from his creatures, that in 
< his wrath he thinketh upon mercy.“ As ſoon as 
the feeling of reſentment has taken. poſſeſſion of the 
- human. breaſt, it naturally ſeeks for the gratification 
of revenge, and is therefore far from admitting any 
conſideration for the good of the object from whence f 
the offence / has proceeded. But in the divine na- 
ture the caſe i is very different. If ĩt is offended with > 
man, the provocation is chiefly occaſioned by his 
neglect of his own welfare, and ſuitably to ſo gra- 
| E cious 
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cious a diſpoſition, the chaſtiſement is rather that of. 
a wiſe father, than a ſevere judge, and is intended 
leſs to puniſh than to correct. Theſe obſervations 
are ſtrictly conſonant to the tenor of that ſentence 
which was paſſed on the firſt grievous tranſgreſſion 
of human nature. When the bitter pains of travail 
were denounced againſt the woman, ſhe had the 
conſolation to know, that the fruit of her womb 
was deſtined, at ſome future period, to triumph 
over her ſeducing for, and that the manner; of her 
puniſhment 1 would become ſubſervient to the füture 
reſtoration of her offspring. In che ſame ſpirit, 
| when the man is threatened with ſorrow and labour, 
and a barren ſoil, the bitterneſs of the divine 
wrath is not unmingled with the fweetheſs.of the 
divine mercy, and the moſt eff6@ual ynvarik of 

 avoiding'that evil which be has brought om him- 
ſelf, are diſcovered in the very ſentence proficunted. 
on kim, and his curſe appears eventually to be 
converted into a bleſſing. Of "thoſe virtues, in- 
deed, which more immediately relate to "the 'con- 
ftturion of ine bociety, there are "few s nore 
TP r eat 
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| them is directed to \due"objedts, and contaied 


Aha Aalen den cinduſtry,. which ellis 
its riſe from this-detlaration of the Alinighty will; 
Ic is in ſome way connected with- moſt other vir- 
tues, and when it holds its proper rank among 


within due limirs; it is equally beneficial to in- 
dividuals'and to communities, and promotes alike 
the happineſs of the cicizen, and the proſperity of 
the ſlate To theſe points, I ſhall now endeavour 
to call your attention. After having defined the 
| per boundaries of its action, I ſhall attempt to ſhew 
the good effects it produces, both as ti its influence 
on the 4ives I of thoſe who practiſe it. 
_ where ix mot generally prevail. tka ; 
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y vast. in the common and right acceps- 
tion of the word, is meant the perſevering and 
hk oh of a laudable and uſeful attain= 
ment. - Confined in its origin to. the mean exer- | 
tions. _ neceſſary for, procuring | food. 2 
dhe ſince ended e 
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ol of choſe various wants, which have been 


ſuperinduced by the improved ſtate of ſociety ; and 


che praiſe of induſtry may fairly be allowed to the 


diligent exerciſe, of thoſe arts, which ate conducive 
to luxury, except ſuch luxury as is plainly vitious. 
The meaſure by which to regulate the practice of 


this virtue, and the boundaries within which, we 


are to contain it, are leſs eaſily aſcertained. | But, 
like other virtues, it conſiſts in a due medium, 
and is placed between obſtinate eagerneſs on the 
one hand, and ſupine indifference on the other: 
As ir forbids us to render our powers: uſeleſs by LET 

want of employment, and unnerve them by re- 
1axation, ſo it does not require us to keep them 


always on the) ſtretch, and impair them by too 


much exertion. It does not prompt us to en- 


counter inſuperable difficulties, or aim at that 


which i is beyond our ttrength; but lack us 
8. FR 401. 


rather vo Proportion the object of « our pur ſuit to, 


| the extent of our faculties, and t to conſider Ich what 
we defire than what we are moſt Tikely to attain, | 


We ſee that it was evidently | deſigned in the be- 
nevolent” 'diſpeniſations 1 f Providence, that thoſe 


things 
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wit which ſtand in the firſt ſeale of neceilagh 
| ſhould, alſo be moſt. level to ordinary capacities, 
and that there ſhould be a reciprocal. progreſſion 

maintained between the powers and the wants of 
man. The ſame nature which bas ſpread che 
Ciopleſt and moſt wholeſome food in abundance 
6ver the earth; which has adapted almoſt every 
| ſoil to the produce of grain, and ſupplied « every 
plain with water, has rendered the more highly 
flavoured fruits, of ſlower growth and more diffi- 
cult culture. In the intellectual and moral world, | 
ve behold an equal diſplay of wiſdom and good- 
$ neſs, Thoſe virtues which are neceſſary for falya- 
tion, demand no ſingular emergency to call them 
into action, but are eaſily to be practiſed in the 
ordinary intercourſe of life. In the application 
of our induſtry, we ſhould have regard to this 
conſtitution of things. We ſhould deſpiſe nothing, 
becauſe it may at firſt ſeem obvious and common. 
It is eyen the ſafer ſide to make choice of a pur- 


ſuit, which, to ourſelves, appears below our ability, 
as we are too often led to over· rate our own powers 3 


and of thoſe who enter on an undertaking, ö to which 


"x, . they 


85 uo . | 
they. e themſetves Ae eiter, $ 

ſewer will find themſelyes deceived than of thoſe. 

Who make too! nice and ftrained a calculation on 
their ſuppoſed capacity. Beſides, it will afierwards 
be more fafe and honourable to advance than to 
retreat to extend | our views and enlarge Gar *$ 
plans, as we proceed, than to be forced to acknow- 
ledge our preſumption, by departing from our 
bir profeſſions and 9 our firſt deligns. Yet 


5 When we . O38, mature deliberation fixed 
on the object to which our efforts are to be di- 
rected, we muſt not ſuffer our intention to be de- 
coyed by what may ſeem more pleaſing, or even 
more uſeful; for | the diligent - proſecution of a 
purſuit of inferior vtility, is preferable to the mo- 
mentary impulſe from the appearance of ſome 
more important advantage. Another caution to 
be obſerved is, chat we do not impoſe on ourſelves 
by an oſtentatious diſplay of preparations and an air 
of conſequence conferred on trifles, ſo far as to 
believe ourſelves induſtrious, while we are in truth | 
1 8 away our time in idle and ridiculous in- 
| - ſignificance. 


=” 
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powers too highly before they engage in any pro · 
ject, ſo they frequently continue to ſavour the 
to exertions which are, in themſelves, very weak 
and inſuſſieient. To remedy this error, it will 
be expedient to compare our actual progreſs with 
that- of others who are purſuing the fame track. 
| If. we diſcover ourſelves to be at a conſiderable 
diſtance: behind them, let us no longer flatter. our- 
ſelves with dreams of : fancied. excellence, but 
acknowledge wich honeſt ſhame, and amend, witk 


earneſt ſincerity, our vanity and our miſtake. Bu 


ſtill, after this juſt and prudent adaptation of our 
| purſuits to our endowments, and after} this exact 
ſcrutiny into the real proficiency - we have made, 
ſomething yet remains to be catefully conſidered. 
We muſt remember, that induſtry, however good 
in itſelſ, is alſo to be viewed in the relation it bears 
to other thing Which are alſo good. It has been 
admitably ſaid, that there is a certain ſcale of 


duties, there. is 2 certain hierarchy of upper and 
ee, &1 MG - e lower 


1 


56 | SERMON, iv. 


; v commands, which, for want of e 
right order, all the world is in confuſion.“ 


dis ſcale let induſtry have due place. In a, 


hierarchy, let her neither be exalted above, nor 
| degraded beneath her becoming ſtation. As the 
companion and aſſiſtant of the nobleſt virtues, ſhe 
juſtly claims the foremoſt rank. But when em- 
ployed on ſome mean object, or made ſubſervient 
to ſome unworthy paſſion, ſuch as pride or avarice, 
ſhe is willing to engroſs our whole attention, and | 
exact our undivided homage; let us be careful how 
we comply with ſo unreaſonable a demand. Suck 
proſtitution of talents does not, indeed, merit 
the appellation of induſtry. Her intereſts ſhould | 
never be ſuffered to interfere with thoſe of mo- 
rality and devotion. - He, who by the ardor of his 
attention to a favourite ſcheme, is induced to 
violate or neglect any duty to God or man, had 
much better have continued unprofitably buſy, or 
ſluggiſhly inactive, than have thus facrificed a con- 
ſideration of the higheſt, to one of much lower 
importance. Whatever be the ſphere of life in 
yr Which 


\ 


| which our on choice, or the will of Providence 

may have placed us, it ſhould de our endeavour to 
render ourſelves reſpectable in that ſphere by un- 

deviating aſſiduity. But, at the ſame time, it be- 
hoves us never to forget, that we have all in com- 
mon one employment, which no proſpect of worldly 
advantage ſhould tempt us to ſorego. We ſhould 
never heſitate, .for a moment, when the paramount 
2 jntereſts of our eternal ſalvation enter into com- 
petition with the | moſt preſſing opportunities of 
promoting our temporal good. In che ſuccinct 
and energetic language of the Apoſtle, we ſhould 

ever. uſe-the 9G hs A 0 a8 not (o 
= them.” | 


_.. Having obſeryed thus much on the nature of 
induſtry itſelf, I proceed to conſider the benefits 
and bleſſings it confers both on individuals them 
ſelves, and on ſociety at large. Happineſs, in this 
life, conſiſts rather in freedom from inconvenience 
and pain, than in the poſitive enjoyment of plea- 
ſure. In this point of view, induſtry muſt be con- 
feſſed to be eminently congucive'to happineſs; ſince 
| | 0 
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in delivers! us from chat laffitude which makes us = 
| ineapable of relifhing any kind of delight ſinte it 1 


delivers us from the tyranny of thoſe anxieties and 


paſſions to which the mind, when earneſtly em- 
ployed, has no leiſure to attend ; and laſtiyꝭ ſince it 


delivers us from that ſtate of miſerable Uepetidince 
on the exertion of others, which, When occaſtohed 


by our own indolenee, is a moſt galling yok# to 
any generous and manly ſpirit. ” But beſides the 


| n ien which it grants ſtom thoſe evils, induftry 


eat 6 ul. ; of n | is ig! | d and per- 


ſected by uſe. Habituated to labdur and exerciſe; 
_ © the ſinews of the body become firmer und more 
alert. Inured to reflexion and ſtudy, the under 


ſtanding is expanded aud enlivened by Practice, ö 
che memory becomes more Fetentive, and We ima 
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the well. being of man, that even, in his original 


ſtate ol bliſs, he was Hot to be an uſeleſs burden to 
* earth, or an idle ſpeftarur of the works of God. 


For 


— 


For we ure tod, thaf the © Lord God tock man 
to put lum into che garden of Eden to dreſs it and 
to keep it. That taſk, indeed, was muh 366 irk . 
ſome than the work” afterwards impoſed on him. 
He had to fepreſs an exuberant paradiſe, ove "op 
vith froirfulneſs and wild with ſweers znorro ſolicit | 

a barren ſoil; which brought forth nothing of «kts 
ny gal and nen m; frites | 

Te is reals vnde ſome en 1 
ko His mental endowments. The excreiſ-of his 
ing their vigour! than in ſupply ing their deficiency. 
However this might be, his nature does not ſeem 
to have placed him above the dea of fore 
þ 49-45 of * * Nori et eee 
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— 15 does e ne FEA) ao ur 
owti enjoymeints,' but it promotes alſo the en- 
Joyments of thoſe who are moſt dear to us. Its 


happy eſfecds are reflekted back to us from the 
n | he 
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| comifte_a6d/Airxfaſtion it imparts to our fumilies, 
our friends, and our dependents. Are ce concerned 
| that our children ſhould be reſcued from the temp- 
tations to which penury will expoſe them? Or, if 
e anxious that they ſhould have a good example = 


to follow, and the reputation of a worthy parentage 


to recommend them at their entrance into the 


world? Have any, among us, an aged and helpleſs 


parent, to whom we have an opportunity of repay- 


ing the care and trouble we occaſioned him in our 
earlier years? Ate there any who depend upon us, 
in any way, for protection, for aſſiſtance, for ſup» 
port? It is only by the habitual exerciſe of our 
faculties, whether mental or bodily, as every par- 
ticular caſe may requite, that we can expect to 


fulfil theſe various duties with moſt judgment, 
efficacy, and ſucceſs. The rewards of wealth, diſ- 


tinction, and reputation, thofe acquirements which 
we commonly think ſo deſirable in themſelves, and 
which may certainly be employed to. moſt excellent 


an wn are all annexed to * exertions of judi- 


cious 
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eious and patient perſeverance; To enlarge on 
that diligence which has for its object the inveſtiga- 
tion of divine truths, or the practice of moral diſ- 
cipline, does not enter into my preſent plan, which 
is confined-to the conſideration, of che duty ia i 
bumbler province of preſiding over our temporal 
affairs. . Otherwiſe a ſpacious field would be opened 
to us; and our happineſs, in another world might 
be ſnewn to be cloſely connected with Ons 
We att neck IO ATI. 
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monies large, the influence of induſtry is ſtill 


ere are two points of view into which the wel- 

being of man, taken individually, is neceſſarily di- 
vided; one in his preſent condition, the other in 
a future ſtate of exiſtence; and the former muſt 
always give place to the latter. But when we con · 


template the human race, as collected into bodies, 


and moulded into the ſeyeral forma of ſociety, that 


ſeparation of intereſts no longer holds. As the 


various 


h | manners, and often by a ſudden reverſe of fortune z 


1. 
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various. nodes of government are framed only ſot 
the accommodation of men in this liſe, in appre- 
ciating their excellencies or deſecta, we muſt-have 
regard only to the degree in which they are cal- 
is (chiefly. what conduces to render a ſtate hippy; 
teſpectable, and great. The acquiſition of property 
by violence, and the extenſion of dominions by 
conqueſt; are generally followed by depravity of 


and what has. been thus unjuſtly obtained, proves 
a moſt dangerous poſſeſſion to tlie owners. The 
torpor of indolence and the ſupineneſa of want 
are equally deſtructiye of national proſpetity · Every 

thing uſeful or noble langyiſhes in ſuch a ſtate of 
ſociety, and its members fall an eaſy and wretched ö 
prey to the attacks of rapacity and ambition. But 
without, awe, confidence, and friendſhip.” /-'Then 
the moſt equal laws will be eſtabliſned, the moſt 
refined civilization” of a %,, introduced, and the 
l r DET | 1 
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greateſt works: of CT OT TI RY 
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e ee $4 men, des individually or 
collectively conſidered, - In this inſtance, let us not 
fail to adore the merciſul diſpenſations of the all- 
wiſe Being, who has thus wonderfully produced 
good from evil, and converted the puniſhment of 
offending man into the means of his bleſſing, 
Whatever be our lot in this life, however mean or 
irkſome; let us remember that it is the lot which 
he hath aſſigned us, and that if we perform our taſk 
with alacrity and diligence we ſhall not be diſap- 
pointed of our reward. For the loweſt exertions 
of induſtry, if placed in "his light, will acquire con- 
fiderable importance. If we are called to act a 
higher party let no fond truſt in fortune, no vain 
imagination of ſuperior talents, induce us to ſlacken 
our endeayours, as we mult give an account of 
thoſe talents, whatever their ſucceſs may be. 


= 
* . 


: , , 
- © 2 : 
od Fe 1418 "oF ' 
* k 
1 
4 * * £ 4 
= 
* 0 


- To'conclude—Let us keep in mind, that the 
patient continuance in well- doing is the firſt part 
of induſtry to be obſerved by every Chriſtian, and 
that to maintain the Chriſtian character ſhould 
de our firit aim, as it is our nnn er 
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REPENT,-AND TURN YOURSELVES FROM ALL YOUR 
 TRANSGRESSIONS: 80 INIQUITY SHALL NOT 
BE YOUR RUIN, 


FT is a truth which cannot, with propriety, be 

© diſputed, that there is in human nature an in- 
ſtinctive ſenſe of right and wrong, by the influence 
of which men become conſcious of deſerving puniſh- 
ment when they have diſobeyed its dictates. This 
conſciouſneſs is accompanied by a tacit acknow- 
ledgment both of the exiſtence and moral govern- 
ment of a ſuperior Being, to whom they acknow- 
| ledge that vengeance belongeth. Hence aroſe the 
opinion, which, from its prevalence, we may alſo 
conſider as implanted in the mind, that this great 
Being was placable when offended, and willing to 
accept not only perſonal, but vicarious ſufferings 
70/1 SET as 
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he was pleaſed to make with his fallen creatures, 
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as expiatory of fin. "Theſe truths, "though 4 
might, without much difficulty, be diſcovered by 


conſidering the nature of man, are, however, placed 


beyond the poſſibility of doubt or denial by the 
evidence of facts as authentic as they are numerous, 


and as ſtriking as they are important. For into 


what hiſtory of uncivilized man, ancient or modern, 
can we look and not find ceremonies of expiatory 

facrifices, barbarous and abſurd it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, but indicative of a conſciouſneſs of guilt, 
and a perſuaſion of the placability of the Deity. 
And it is not only among uncivilized nations that | 
we find theſe ſentiments; for we ſee them adopted 


as the ground-work of their religious ſyſtems by 


the inhabitants of more ciyilized and poliſhed coun- 
tries. I, ö 


It was natural to expect that a ſtronger con- 


firmation- would be given of this conſolatory and 
animating belief than was deducible from its uni- 
verſality. And, bleſſed be God, we find this ex- 
pectation fully anſwered in the two covenants which 


For 


SERMON v. 2 67 


| For though under the he (in which revelation of 
his will, however confined to one people, he plainly 
. intimated his deſign of eventually propoſing terms 
of reconciliation as comprehenſive as they would 
be gracious) he accepted ſactifices and expiation 
for ſmall fins only, and principally offered temporal 
promiſes; yet, in proceſs of time, as the grand 
ſcheme of man's redemption was unfolded, his 
_ benevolent deſigns were fulfilled by eſtabliſhing re- 
pentance and amendment of life, through faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt, as the principal means of man's fal- 

vation. That this was the ultimate object of God's 
various revelations, we might perhaps ſafely con- 
clude from his frequent and ſolemn exhortations to 
the rebellious Jews (which we have reaſon to think 

he intended ſhould be applied by all deſcriptions of 
people in the ſucceſſive ages of the world to them - 
ſelves): but it becomes indiſputable, if we conſider 
the preparatory diſcourſes of the Baptiſt, che re- 
peated and unequivocal declarations of our Lord 
himfelf, and the exhortations of his diſciples and 
apoſtles. Thus then, in this fuller diſpenfation of 
his will, we ſee the Almighty N in the 
F 2 moſt 
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moſt irrefragable manner, the ſuggeſtions of unen- 
lightened nature, that there was mercy with him, 
and extending the terms of recoticiliation to the 
whole world, to which it holds out the moſt power- 
ful inducements to forſake fin, the moſt animating 
encouragements to perſevere in righteouſneſs, and 
the moſt glorious rewards to crown even imperſect 
| obedience... Now. it may reaſonably be. ſuppoſed 
that the manifeſtation of ſuch. amazing goodneſs, 
the offer of ſuch ineſtimable benefits, would at leaſt 
be ee if not n received. ho as 


Di we hall he more e deeply ſenſible of + 4 
inetimable we. of ahia dcs gin il wn, a 
little more at large, the principal advantages which 
ve receive from it. It is from this diſpenſation 
then that we acquire the moſt. accurate and juſt 
information on the moſt important of all ſubjects, 
the placability of God. Hence ve derive the ſolu- 

tion of thoſe perplexing doubts which ariſe in the 
minds of all thinking and feeling men unenlightened 
by the goſpel, and which agitate them with the 
moſt OO: emotions of alarm and en on 
che 
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8 of fin, or the ne e860 
ledged duties. Reſting, with undoubting confidence, 
on the truths which have been diſcloſed to us in 
the revelation of his nature, will, and deſigns, which 
God has; with aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion, commu- 
nicated to us by the goſpel of his fon Jeſus Chriſt, 
we look upon the ridiculous and abotninable rites 
ol expiation and atonement which have prevailed, 
and yet prevail in the greater part of the habitable 
globe, with alternate pity and contempt, 'indigna- 
tion and abhorrence, and in the ardour of our gra- 
titude we bleſs him for the illumination and com- 
fort which that goſpel affords us. For beſides the 
ineſtimable advantage which we derive from it in 


25 that upon ſubjects the moſt curious and important 


that can occupy the attention of the human mind, 
it enlightens our ignorance, corrects our miſtakes, 
ſublimeſt hopes; we are indebted to it (for which 

we cannot be ſufficiently grateful) for the gteat 


doctrine of repentancce. By this we are aſſured, 


that though God is of purer eyes than to behold 
OP wathoun indignation, yet that through the 
1 ſacrifice 
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neben of, bis for, our Sayiour Jeſus chi (che 
means appointed by himſelf) he will not only par- 
don unavoidable infirmities and omiſſions, but even 
the moſt profligate and abandoned wickedneſs, 
though begun in contempt of his authority, and 
continued in defiance of his power; provided it be 
ſucceeded by a timely, hearty, PERRY he; and 
effectual Eee. IS 


in 


ee eee ee e La een 
0 us claims our admiration and regard, It is 
comprehended in various and detached parts, yet 
forming a conſiſtent whole, in which the moſt ſo- 
lemn and pathetic exhortations are addreſſed ta 
thoſe who are © dead in treſpaſſes and fins,” che 
moſt ſevere, but wholeſome reproofs to the puſil- 
lanimous, the moſt animating aſſurances. and the 
ſweeteſt conſolations to the deſponding, and the 
moſt awful and terrible denunciations to thoſe h 
ſhall perſevere in hating the light; and in rejecting 
the proffered means and terms of ſalvation. Thus 
are the ways pointed out to us, and the means 
Pee by which we may be led from error to 
truth, 
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| nnd from vice to virtue, from <P to 
bottle are er Rogan 


| _ 1 i 
| a now W * manner this doc- 
ttrtine, ſo admirably adapted to our wants and weak-' 
neſſes, and ſo cbnſonant to our wiſhes and expecta 
tions, is received? Is it with an holy eagerneſs 
and with ardent gratitude? Is it not rather with 
contemptuous diſregard and ſullen indifference ? 
Would to God, that the experience both of paſt 
and the preſent times, even thoſe in which Chriſti- 
anity has been thought to have been moſt univerſally 
and firmly eſtabliſned, did not extort the ackhow- 
ledgment, that though generally allowed to be the 
means appointed by Divine wiſdom and goodiieſs | 
for the reſtoration and ſalvation of man, it has been, 


and is, perhaps, more ſo now than at any former 


period, moſt unaccountably deſpiſed and ATC 
| ed, or at leaſt: ee vet e 


e #17 
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:'T hat theſe aſſertions are not advanced without 
. reaſon, will be moſt ſatisfactoriſy proved 


F 4 | by 


72 SERMON, V, | | 
by a reference to the conduct of thoſe to whom 
this duty is at any time or in any manner propoſed-. 
Are the gay men of the world by any chance ex- 
cited to the performance of it, while full of youth 
and health, and poſſeſſed of the means of continuing 
their ſenſual purſuits? What is their language? 
To others, they ſay, let us leave this duty—a duty 
ſo mortifying and ſo humiliating, and it may be, ſo 
unavailing to others, who have neither taſte nor 
capacity for the pleaſures of life, whoſe days, in all 
probability, are but ſew on earth, and in whom it 
may perhaps be prudent to lay hold on this doctrine, 
as their only hope and ſupport to ſuch let us leave 


pouring out idle complaints: but for us who have 


both the ſpirit and the power to enjoy life, who 
have many years to come, © let us enjoy the good 


things that are preſent, and let us ſpeedily uſe te 


creatures like as in youth: let us fill ourſelves with 
coſtly wine and ointments, and let no flower of the 
ſpring paſs by us: let us crown ourſelves with roſe- 
buds before they are withered: let none of us go 
without his part of voluptuouſneſs: let us leave. 

WEI Cog tokens 
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| tokens of our joyfulneſs in every place; for this is 
| our portion, and our lot is this;” at all events, it 
s an eaſy duty, to which we may at any time have 
recourſe, | for the gates of mercy are at all times 
open and ſinners are continually invited to enter 
in at them. Are there not others, who, with les 
effrontery and daring boldneſs, are equally negli- 
gent of preſent opportunities, and who, with an 
unaccountable ſtupidity, delay their repentance, 
though deeply impreſſed with the conviction, that 
it is their intereſt, as well as their duty, to begin 
it with alacrity, and proceed in it wich vigour and 
perſeverance? In the exertions (if ſuch they can 
be called) of thoſe too, who ſeriouſly, and with the 
beſt intentions, apply themſelves to this long-neg-. 
lected duty, what do we ſee but a ſorrow, conſiſting | 
of a few ſighs and tears, the natural reſult, per- 
haps, of bodily weakneſs, or extorted by the ap- | 
 prehenfion of ſome imminent danger, a few paſ- 
fionate reſolutions, which diſappear as the morn- 
ing cloud, or the early dew which paſſeth away” 
or at beſt, a ſuſpenſion of their wickedaes rather. 
than the practice of virtue. * | | | 


op 
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And as to thoſe who have begun it with greater 
carneſtneſs and ſincerity, and have proceeded in it 
| with tolerable fteadineſs and conliſtency, how im- 
perfect do we find their efforts? For do we not 
ſee them oſtentatiouſſy renouncing ſome fins to 
which they feel but lightly attached, and retaining 
others ( perhaps more ſhameful, enormous and 
deſtructive) to which, by long habit, they are 
unalterably devoted? Do we not ſee them 
abuſing themſelves, and deceiving others, by pre- 
tenditig to forgive their enemies, yet retaining re- 
ſentment, and ſecretly + contriving the means of | | 
gratifying it; and laſtly, do we not ſee them either 
altogether withholding, or partially reſtoring the 
gains of extortion, and refuſing to make not merely 
adequate, but the ſlighteſt compenſation for the 
injuries they have committed? Since, then, ſuch 
fallacious and dangerous opinions are entertainead 
of this great duty, and ſince they are become ſo 
general and prevalent in the minds of men, it 
becomes highly neceſſary that its real nature ſhould 
be ſtated, and the criminality, the abſurdity, and 
ruinous conſequences of them pointed out; and this 
I ſhall 


I. ſhall now endeavour to do, in as conciſe and 
| comprehenſive a manner, as the, nature of the ſub- 
je&t will admit. Ns * 1 


Now repetiance is a duty of very older bl 
extent. It comprizes other numerous and i impor- 
tant duties. Conſidered in its moſt comprehen- 
ive ſenſe ; it not only ſignifies a rooted conviction 
of the folly and criminality of ſin, ſincere confeſ- 
ſions of unworthineſs, and earneſt deprecations of 
the divine wrath, unfeigned ſorrow and firm re- 
folution of amendment of life, but a ſtrong deteſta- 
tion. of wickedneſs, and an ardent love of virtue 
it Gignifies not only the renunciation, but the ex- 
tirpation of evil habits, and the acquiſition and 
| practice of much poſitive goodneſs, in proportion 
to the ability, time and opportunities afforded us. 
For to conſtitute a real and efficacious repentance, 
| there muſt be a renunciation not of this or that 
particular vice, which, from incapacity, pethaps, 
we can never indulge again, or are for the preſent 
diſguſted with; there muſt be no commutation of 
crimes; no inſidious reſer vation of favourite ſins 
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but an abſolute and unconditional ſurrender of 
all criminal attachments, of all wicked principles, 
and as far as is poſſible, of all vicious propenſities. 
In addition to this, as a willing and complete reſti- 
tution and compenſation muſt be made to thoſe 
whom we have 1 in any way injured, ſo . alſo muſt 
there be a cordial and unreſeryed forgiveneſs of 
thoſe injuries we may ourſelves have ſuſtained. 
To confirm this ſtatement of what I conceive real 
repentance to be, by a reference to ſcripture, every 
repentant ſinner muſt not only © put off the old 
man with his affettions and luſts, but he muſt put 
on the new man in righteouſneſs and holineſs. of 
life, and beſides this, giving all diligence, he muſt 
add to his faith, virtue; and to. virtue, knowledge; 7 
and to knowledge, temperance; and to temperance, 
5 patience; and to patience, godlineſs; and to godli- 
nels, brotherly, kindneſs; and to brotherly kind- 
neſs, charity. Such is the end at which every 
man muſt aim, who repents of his wickedneſs, and 
wiſhes to return from evil to good. Nor muſt it 
be diſſembled, however diſcouraging it may ap⸗ 
pear, that this duty is ee as well as extenſive. 
It 
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It requires a courageous conſtancy, an inflexible 
reſolution, and a patient - perſeverance, | by the 


exerciſe of which the moſt alluring tempratipns, 


and the moſt ſtubborn difficulties may be repelled 
and overcome. For what ſhall prevent a repen- 
tant ſinner, - when he reflects on the remaining 
ſtrength of his bad habits, his. inaptitude to good, 
his propenſity to evil, his frequent relapſes, and 
his-imperfe&t obedience ; what, I ſay, but the ex- 
erciſe of theſe qualities, ſhall prevent him from 
deſperately ſurrendering himſelf to. all his former 
evil ways, and plunging into till lower depths of 
wickedneſs, miſery and deſtruction? 
| 

Since, then, ſuch is the extent, and ſuch the 
various and difficult duties which real repentance 
involves, in what terms ſufficiently forcible can we 
expreſs our indignant feelings, when we reflect on 
the arrogant pretenſions, and idle expectations, of 
- thoſe - giddy voluptuaries whom I particularized 
in a former part of this diſcourſe? Were we to 
give utterance to our thoughts, we ſhould thus 
addreſs them,—Blind and preſumptuous men © ye 
W | | | Wen 
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know not of what ſpirit ye are,” when ye thus 
ſcornfully treat this eſſential doctrine of Chriſtianity, 
and © we pray God the thoughts of your hearts 
may be forgiven.” The doctrine you thus ſhame- 
tefsly reprobate, as mortifying and humiliating to 
men, is ſo only at the firſt entrance into the paths 
which it preſcribes, for to, thoſe who undauntedly = 
proceed in them, there ſoon ariſes, to reviye their 
- drooping ſpirits, and aſſuage their deepeſt ſorrows, 
an inexhauſtible ſpring of comfort and refreſhment ; 
at every ſtep they proceed, they find hope ſucceed- 
ing to deſpair, and ſerenity to confuſion of mind; 
confidence, joy and tranquillity, taking the place of 
diſtruſt,” miſery, and perturbation; and the Al- 
mighty appearing, inſtead of an object of terror and 
hatred, in the amiable light of their guide and 
ſupport, their protector and confoler ;—and as to 
the humiliation which it produces, proud indeed 
muſt that ſpirit be, which ſhall diſdain to acknow- 
ledge the weakneſs, the baſeneſs, and the corrup- 
tion of human nature, and to humble itſelf under 
the mighty hand of an avenging God. Its effi- 
cacy which you thus tauntingly arraign, is eſta- 
OS» bliſhed 


SERMON V. | 79 
bliſned on foundations (if men will perform their 
part) as immoveable as the nature of God him- 
ſelf, inaſmuch as they were eſtabliſned by him 
fſtom the beginning of the world. But you ſay 
you have many years to come, and the gates of 
mercy always ſtand open.— This is an imagination 
ſo vain, a confidence ſo hardy, as equally excite 
our pity and aſtoniſnment. In oppſirion to it, 
behold the hiſtory of man, and the word of God. 
On the uncertainty of life, it would be idle to inſiſt; 
it is too evident to admit of demonſtration, too 
| alarming to need a comment. The gates of 
mercy always open! But what mean theſe aw- ' 
ful, theſe deciſive declarations of the Saviour of 
the world, * Ye ſhall ſeek me but ſhall not find 
me; I go my way, and ye ſhall ſeek me, and 
"ſhall die in your fins.” —* When once the maſter 
of the houſe is riſen up, and hath ſhut to the door, 
and ye begin to ſtand without, and to knock at 
the door, ſaying, / Lord, Lord, open to us, he 
(Jeſus Chriſt) ſhall anſwer and fay unto you, I 
| know you not whence you are—depart'from me 
all ye workers of iniquity.” —What means 'the 
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e ten virgins, five blade being | 
fooliſh, | were not provided for the coming of 

the bridegroom, and were ſhut out from the mar- 

- riage ?—But the duty is at all times eaſy. Eaſy, 
to whom? To the proud contemner and reviler 
of religion, to the adulterer, the gameſter, the for- 
nicator, the drunkard, the oppreſſor? Are faith 
and humility, chaſtity and ſobriety, contentedneſs 
and juſtice, theſe noble and ennobling virtues, are 
theſe ſo eaſily acquired, that a man has but to 
wiſh for them to attain them? Ho ſtriking is 
the impiety and abſurdity of your pretenſions and 
expectations, by indulging which, be aſſured you 
will © ſow to che _ i e | 


. 
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But the number of fuck So charaQters 
is ſmall in compariſon of thoſe, who deeply im- 
preſſed not only with the truths of religion in ge- 
neral, but alſo with the neceſſity and efficacy of 
repentance, betray, however, a lamentable averſion 
to begin what they ſo reaſonably reſolve on, This 
is a, deluſion, from which ſcarcely any mind is 
completely free. This propenſity to procraſtinate 
a 8 | 1 


,n. 8 . 
© is obſeruable in all, in whom any ſenſe of virtue 
remains. It is the openly abandoned only, whoſe 
time of probation we may ſuppoſe to be paſt,” who | 
proceed without interruption in their career of 
ance, which all who are leſt profligate and leſs 

hardened, cannot but hear and underſtand; and 

which all-'t60, with nearly equal/ infatuation, diffe- 
end or reſiſt,” | How few are there who do not 
| acknowledge the excellency of the precepts and 
commandments of Chriſtianity, and yet ſeruple not 
deliberately to violate or neglect them! How 
 mahy are there who proceed in a courſe of wick- 
 edneſs, for which they ingenuouſiy and ſeverely 
condenin thernſelves, and in which, though they 
almoſt daily reſolve to forſake it, they vnexpeck- | 


| edly find themſelves almoſt compelled to con- 


tinue! Such, unhappily for man, is the power of 
| habit; ſuch, the weakneſs of the beſt-founded and 


moſt dellberate reſolutions. It is to be obſeived = 
alſo, that though they find themſelves” thus eurly 
fruſtrated, they ſtill feel diſpoſed to form new 
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all be able to put them intu extention. No it 
purpoſes by ſurprize, as by actual deliberation. 
They think chat at ſome diſtant period, the un- 
dertaking of reſorming their lives will be caſter, 
then be obtained, and ſome preſent abſtacles will 
chen be removed. The time arrives, and they 
find themſelves exobarraſed wich mare. difliculties, 
they. wiſh. and. reſolve. again, and. again they find 
themſelves yowilling, and many of them unable, 
as they ſuppoſe, to begin. The conſequences of 
this infatuation are dreadful.— The religious and 
moral condition of man is neyer ſtationary.— He 
muſt either proceed or retreat. Thus, then, by this 
delay, the evil habits which a man intends, ſome- 

time or other, to correct or ſubdue, and the bad 
principles he intends, ſometime or other, to rectify 
or renounce, acquire ſtrength and ſtability by in- 
dulgence, and ſoon. take ſuch vide and deep rogt 
as ta defy the moſt ſtrenuous exertions to eradicate 


them. — TO aIRy pol 
8 | confuſed ; 
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canſuled ; dhe love of virtue, which he once poſ- 


formation, is transferred to the cauſe of vice; his 


reaſon rakes the ſde of his paſſions which he finds | 


it ſo diſfcult to regulate; and at length, the whole 
man is ſo completely ſubdued, that he loſes the 
wiſh and the hape, and almoſt che power of .re- 
formation. 


corruption, in which he ſeems deſerted by that 
holy ſpirit which formerly ſuggeſted bis good 
reſolutions, and would have aſſiſted his exertions; 
he is numbered with the hardened and impeni- 
tent © veſſels of wrath fitted to deſtruction. The 
apparent inſtances of ſuch deplorable 
are, I fear, too numerous and too ſtriking in the 
world, to eſcape the obſervation of the moſt care- 


leſs, and too ſhocking to fail of exciting the com- 


paſſion, and rouſing the vigilance of the moſt in- 
ſenſible. 
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fſeſſed, becomes weaker and weaker; and that 
dor, which formerly animated his deſigns of re- 


The Jamentable degeneracy which 


racy, 


Neither is this infatuation confined to 
thoſe, who, from, the ſtrength of their conſtitu · 


\ of 
| 
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- paſſions one while impelling them to their ac- 
cuſtomed gratifications, their reaſon reſtraining 
them. And now we may aſk, whether any cowar- 
dice can be ſo deſpicable as this; any ſlavery fo 
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may, with little imprudence, delay . acknow-⸗ 
ledged duty. But, unhappily, it is chargeable on 
thoſe whoſe conſtitution is ruined, and whoſe health 
is irreparably deſtroyed, before they have 'num- 
bered half their days: it is chargeable'on the old, 
who hover over the grave, whoſe lives, without 


a miracle to renovate the powers of nature, cannot 
much longer be continued, even ſuch we ſee un- 


der the influence of this deluding confidence, 
anxious, yet irreſolute, now boldly reſolving, and 
now fearfully ſhrinking from the conteſt ; their 


vile and debaſing ; any ingratitude ſo heinous z 


any peril ſo tremendous. Such, then, is the crimi- 


nality, the abſurd ity, and the od: ro of delaying 


marr 


But muſt all attempts as reſeve dale from 


the dominion of evil habits, be unavailing? Will 
no exertion be ſufficient? Let it not be imagined, 


my 
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my brethren, for a moment, that we cannot employ, 
with ſufficient energy and effect, thoſe! means of 
delivering ourſelyes from the power and conſe- | 
quences of our fins with which we are furniſhed. 
Of the greater part of awakened and returning ſin- 
ners, it may be affirmed, that their deſigns, of 
amendment have been fruſtrated, not ſo much by 
the real difficulty of the undertaking, as from the 
weakneſs and irregularity of their exertions. Heace 
are their frequent failures, hence their diſgraceful 
relapſes, and hence, oy their e and inye- 
terate wickedneſs, | 


37 # < " 
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repentance is not impoſſible to thoſe who have time 
and health and opportunities ſufficient, let it be 
ſuppoſed that riches, honours, and power, thoſe idols 
of our adoration, to which every eye and heart are 
inceſſantly turned; let it be ſuppoſed, I ſay, that 
theſe were to be the rewards of a ſyſtematic, radi- 
cal, and permanent change of life, what do we 
"think would be the conſequence ? No pains would 
'be . no detuding. confidences indulged, no 

ä G 3 Imaginary 
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imaginary impediments alledged. All de poder 
of the mind would be ſo effeftually exerted, that 
all thoſe turbulent paſſions which beſore ruled tbem 
with an uncontrolable and afflicting ſway, would be 5 
allayed, if not extinguiſhed, and all the falſe prin- 
ciples and opinions which were before their pride 
and their boaft, would be difcarded as unworthy 
their underſtanding and deſtructive ro their hap= 
_ Pineſs: new principles, new opinions, new habits, 
would ſucceed; in « word, all would be diſcipline 
and order, exertion and perſeverance. Such would 
be the unremitting energy with which they would 
act, and ſuch the effects; and all for the acquiſition 
of what ?—of riches, the poſſeſſion of which, to fpeak 
of their leaſt deſtructive effects, is ſure to excite 
envy and to endanger virtue, by engendering pride 
and nouriſhing paſſion ;—of honours, which have no 
ſubſtance or ſtability in themſelves, bur altogether 
depend upon the tranſitory opinion of others and 
of power, the (exerciſe of | which, guided by the 
pureſt intentions and the ſoundeſt diſcretion, is at 
all times invidious and dangerous. In this in- 
* we clearly fee the obliquity of the will of 


man, 


SERMON v. 87 

man, the blindneſs of his underſtanding, and the 

corruption of his heart, in their moſt hideous fea- 
tures, and moſt diſguſting deformity. _ 

| To conclude, as the doctrine of repentance is 

unqueſtionably of divine origin, and of the higheſt 

| importance to us, let us not prize it the leſs be- 


cauſe it is ſometimes miſrepreſented: by the igno- 


rance of miſguided enthuſiaſts, or ſcoffingly vilified 
by a few ſhallow philoſophers, or perverſely under- 
valued: by the indolent and ſupine; but let every 
ſinner, of every deſcription, receive it with the 
profoundeſt humility and the livelieſt gratitude, 
and following without heſitation, the dictates of 
reaſon, and the commands of revelation, let him 
proceed to diſcharge the various duties it enjoins - 
with an undeviating ſteadineſs and inſurmountable 
reſolution, undiſmayed by difficulties, and un- 
ſeduced by temptations. .Thus, alone, will he be 
able to break the chains by which he is held in 
an ignominious and dangerous ſubjection, and 
to © enter into the glorious liberty of the ſons of 
God.“ ws 
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almoſt overpowered by the mere contemplation of 
its excellence. Not to ſpeak of the attributes which 
r and incommunicably to God, 
ſuch as infinite wiſdom and power, we can hardly 
conceive. it poſſible that our utmoſt endeavours 
ſhould reach to any reſemblance of thoſe which are 
more imitable by man, his purity, his juſtice, and 
his love. Far from feeling diſpoſed to enter into a 
competition with our Maker, the mind naturally 
ſhrinks back into itſelf with the conſciouſneſs of 
A removed, and is not without 

a pain- 
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a painful ſenſe - of its own preſumption, for having 
entertained even the molt diſtant idea of the com- 
pariſon. | 


In the character of bot blefſed Lord during his 
miſſion upon earth, we diſcover a gracious deſign 
to remove this obſtacle. Here the infufferable 
blaze of the Divine Majefty is tempered and ſoſten- 
ed under the veil of human infirmities and ſuffer- 
ings. We approach, not without awe indeed, yet 


wich ſomething of confidence and caſe to the ſacred 


model, and can trace out ſome lineaments which 
appear fo: ſamiliar and engaging, that we do not 


 witterly deſpair of our ability to copy them. We 


have the exhortations and advice of the holy Apoſtles 
therafelves to countenance and ſupport us in the 


attempt.» We have the whole character of our 
Saviour pourtra yed in their writings with a full and 


maſterly hand, as well as many particular paſſages 
of it moſt happily emlarged and commented upon. 


We have no weak and unanimated tranferipr of it 


in the lives of the Apoſtles and Manyrs themfeives. 
And what is more than all, we have the offer of 


God's 
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Aber che\eqnunneration of all held encourage 
ments and aide, may i not reaſonably be enquired, 
with ſome ſurprize, whence it comes to -pals that 
there are ſo few Chriſtians who rightly avail them- 
ſelves of the means thus put into their hands, and 
ſi many who do not even think of propoſing to 

| themſelves the character of our Saviour, as the 
object of their imitation? This general delinquency 
it would be uncharitable to impute to wilful neg-- 
kext, to © hardneſs of heart and comtempt of God's 

word and commandment. Let us rather aſcribe 
it to a perverſion. of judgment, and a deſect in the 
application of general rules to particular inſtances, 
or to want of an adequate conception of the im- 
portance of the duty itſelf. In order to obviate 
both theſe errors, I ſhall endeavour, in the firſt 


Place, tg, ſhew in what manner, and under what 


limitations, the injunction to imitate the example 
of our Saviour may be underſtood ; agd in che next 
place, how abſolutely incumbent it is on all Chriſ- 
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dans to obſerve it. Before we attempt eg , 
maxim into practice, it ĩs requiſite that we ſhould 
be thoroughly acquainted with its real meaning. 
There are many good rules which, for want of a 
proper application, have been productive only of 
miſtake and confuſion. Even the excellent one 
now under our conſideration, has not been exempred © 
from this fate. By ſome it has been ſtrangely uſed 
45 a plea for a dereliction of the ordinary duties of 
life, and an excuſe for idleneſs and abſtraction. By 
others it has ſtil} more perverſely been conſtrued 
into an authority for deſpiſing the forms and de- 
ſtroying the diſtinẽtions of ſociety. It would lead 
into a long and not very agreeable diſcuſſion, to 
enquire into all the extravagancies and follies, the 
vices and enormities, with which human imagina- 
tion and human depravity have contrived to mar 
and disfigure this beautiful and ſimple ground- work. 


B It is a common artifice of hypocrify and villany to 
3 colour over and recommend the worſt motives and 
| | deſigns with the faireſt pretences ; nor 18 impoſture 

li | ever more dangerous than when it puts on the garb 3 


of LanRity and truth, If then the example of the 
| pureſt 
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EP Being that ever eouverfedl among men; is 
capable of being ſo ſtrained as to be made an apola- 
gy for the conduct and principles of the worſt, how 
much reaſon have we to apprehend that it may be 
undeſignedly milinterpreted, owing to that partiality | 
SEA bad IT ee A 


? 


; 


e I to ſucceſsful dessen 0e any 
kind, is, that we ſhould endeavour to imbibe the 


ſpirit of the original, and not buſy ourſelves in an 


exact and ſcrupulous copy of particulars, which 
will not fail to lead us into the greateſt abſurdities. 
| For inſtance, take the character of any man moſt 
eminent and approved ii in any way or profeſſion of 
lie: if you attempt to tread preciſely 3 in bis ſteps, 
and adopt indiſcriminately his train of acting, nor 
| allowing for the difference of circumſtances, and 
the alteration which the flux of time is continually 
working in the face of human affairs, you will, in 
te reſult, infallibly expoſe yourſelf to ridicule and 
diſappointment. But ſtrive to enter into the views 
and diſpoſition of that man; obſerve his behaviour in 
| the moſt important and trying occurrences, and 


90 Tg, 218 v1, 
judge how be would have adicd had he been in 


promiſe yourſelf ſome protic from his example, It 


do the likeneſs of our Lord, or to ſpeak in che lan- 


guage of St. Paul, & to he transformed by the re- 
newing of our minds, that we may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” 
To glorify; his Father in heaven, and to promote 


jedts of our Saviour's life, and holincks and purity 
were the means which, he employed to attain thoſe 
objects. So far jt is in che power of all to imitate. 
But to go further, and draw out thoſe actions which 
were occaſioned. by 1 the peculiar part he filled in the 
world, as the Mediator, between God and man, into | 
rules for our own behaviour, would be fooliſh and 
idle preſumptiog. Do we find him, when a child, 
tarrying behind his parents at Jeruſalem without 


Jewiſh Doctors in the Temple? Shall this be 
conſtrued into a plea for the want of filial obedience 

nnn. dir outlier yeals imagine thens- 
| f ſelves | 
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ches to be viſer and better than their parents ? 
Do we meet him afterwards in the houſes of ſome- 
what more than ordinary feſtivity, in the company 
| ſanction to ourſelves for reſorting to ſuch ſociety t 
Do we fee him at laſt expoſing himſelf to an igno- 
be a ſufficient warrant for our neglect of the great 
law of ſcif-preſervation? Many parts of his o 
duct utterly defy all attempts at imitation.” His 
_ falling forty days in the wilderneſs, his healing the 
 diſcaſes and infirmities of man by a word, and his 
recalling the dead to liſe—theſe miracles, it evident- 
ly could enter none but the chimerical imagination 
of a madman. to ſuppoſe-himſelf capable of per- 
forming, I mention ſuch inſtances only to demon- 
ſtrate how far the precept of following the example 
of our Lord is from being unconditional; we ought, 
as 1 have already intimated, to underſtand: it as a 
direction to frame our temper of minds in conſo- 
nance with his. This muſt be done by rooting out 
dur evil-paſſions and inclinations, by reſtraining, 
within due bounds, our inordinate affections for any 
* of worldly and however innocent in 
: itſelf, 
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| - _ gious and Moral perfection. There is no-condition 
| nin which we may not ſucceſsfully cultivatethe vir 
5 | wwes of forbearance, mee leheſz, charity.” There is 
| no avogation! that precludes us from guarding our == 
| purity” of heart and mind. On every temptation | 
and trial that ſprings up around us, we may talce 
occaſion to engraſt ſome kind of piety and good- 
neſs proceeding from the parent ſtock of Chriſt's 
example. Through all the ſeveral relations of life, 
lis enlivening principle, if duly directed, will 
| branch out and produce its proper fruits. In ſhort, 
that combination of the wiſdom of the ſerpent with 
the innocence of the dove, which was'exhibited in 
the character of our bleſſed Lord; muſt be com- 
= moſt arduous duty, ſince it was proved in his caſe 
Dt to be ſufficient for accompliſhing a far more weighty | 
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80 that the more ſecure and proſperous wicked 
men may appear, the more reaſon have they to fear 

him, who is a God of vengeance, as well as of mercy 

and of juſt retribution,” both to them who do well 
and ſuffer for it, and them who do ill and ſuffer 


Now the leaſt reflexion on ſuch incontrollable 
power, ſuch: all-ſearching wiſdom, ſuch ineffable 
purity and holineſs, and ſuch impartial and inflexi- 
ble juſtice, will naturally beget, in every virtuous 

and well-ordered mind, the deepeſt awe and pro- 
foundeſt veneration, which, as they beſt become 
weak, dependent, and ſinful creatures, are alſo beſt 
calculated to aſſiſt us in this our probationary ſtate. 
But though this may be the uſeful effect which ſuch 
conſideration may produce, on virtuous and well- 
ordered minds, yet in minds naturally weak, and 
rendered ſtill weaker by long habits of debauchery, 
or in thoſe of a ſtronger make, which have been 
ſoſtened by calamity, or diſordered by guilt, the 
conſideration of theſe more ſevere and awful attri- 
Hanes to the excluſion of the benignity, the bene- 
* ficence, | 
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 ficence, ind the hare) of God, well be fare to dcca- 
fionthe moſt diſtracting apprehenſions, deſtructive of 
all counſel and deſign, and pregnant with the moſt = 
intolerable miſery,—apprehenſions which have a 
direct tendency to alienate the mind from God, and 
give it a diſguſt and dic en for all che exerciſes of 
religion. | Toft | 


Weed inlets de cd be imagined 
than that of the man who fears God as a Being 
cruel and implacable, vindictive and unrelenting ; 

as a Being too pure to be pleaſed with leſs than 
perfection, and too juſt and powerful not to puniſh 
the ſins which be muſt hate and has forbidden by = 
the ſevereſt threats and moſt dreadful denunciations. 

Under the impreffion of ſuch vain terrors, fuch 
corroding anxiety, he becomes a burden to himſelf | 
and alt who are connected with him. In vain is 
he furrounded with the yarious bleflings of art and 
nature—in vain does he live under an equal and 
beneficent government, or in a fruitful and delight - 
ful climate—in vain are the affectionate obedience 
of his wife, the dutiful ſubmiſſion of his children, 

| s the 
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the well-meant kindnefles of friends, and all le 
courteſies and endearments of private life — to his 
diſardered mind and jaundiced eye, the moſt luxuri- 
ant and magnificent ſcenes of nature, teeming with 
fruitſulneſs or reſplendent with glory, in in vain pre- 
ſent themſelves—they are regarded with frigid in- 

/ difference, or hated as likely to inſpire him with a 
- chearfulneſs he thinks would be criminal but 

though from ſuch. ſcenes he turns with averſion, 
yet by the horrors of the tempeſt, or the barren» 
neſs of defolation, he is, for a time, gratiſied, as har- 
monizing with the heavineſs of his ſpirit, and as 
exhibiting the nature and the power of that God, 
whom alone, in his perverted imagination, he ac- 
knowledges and adores. The ill effects of this de- 
jeRting and degrading ſuperſtition ſtop not here, 

It produces conſequences more extenſive, and not 
merely deſtructive of the peace of mind of indi- 
viduals, but prejudicial to the cauſe of religion itſelf, 
For is it to be wondered at, if thoſe who entertain 
ſuch ſervile affections, and who find, in the exerciſes 
of religion, neither comfort nor hope, neither re- 
miſhon of e pain, nor expectation of future 
12 aſſiſtance, 
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 affiflance, ſhould at length, finding the burden too 
heavy to bear, throw off at once, by one deſperate 


effort, both the fear and the acknowledgment of a 
So, who appears to exiſt only to confound them 


with amazement, and overwhelm them with deſpair. 
To ſuch extremity of impiety and folly ſome men 
have really been driven by ſuperſtition. But though 
the inſtances of ſuch deſperation are rare, it is by 
no means an uncommon caſe for thoſe whoſe minds 
are thus depreſſed. by fear, to hate, while they 
' worſhip God with ſuch ſcrupulous anxiety—to 
doubt and diſtruſt his milder attributes, and even 
ſecretly to wiſh, either that there was no God at all, 
or that they could free themſelves from ſo intoler- 
able a ſubjection. Thus injurious to religion is this 
ſpecies of ſuperſtition, by exhibiting the Deity in 
ſo forbidding a light. Thus too are the enemies 
of religion furniſned with additional arguments 
againſt it; for may they not with too much reaſon, 
deriving their ſentiments from ſuch falſe re- 
preſentations as are made of it by ſome modern 
ſectariſts, who arrogate to themſelves a ſuperior and 
almoſt excluſive knowledge of its true doctrines, 
may 


: 
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may not its enemies, I ſay, with a contemptuous 
and bitter irony,” thus exclaim, © Come all ye, who 


| are heavy laden with ſin and ſorrow, to this reli- 


gion; behold here à ſhelter from the ſtorm of ad- 
verſity, or the anguiſh of a wounded conſcience : 
under the healing influence of this moſt comfort- 
able religion, your griefs will be aſſuaged, your 
apprehenſions diſpelled, your forfeited hopes re- 
newed: all within this hallowed ſanctuary will be 
peace and ſerenity, joy and exultation : here, and 
here only, the God of conſolation dwells, who 
chears the afflicted, and animates the deſponding ; 
who rewards. obedience: to his will, even in this 


world, with preſent enjoyments and anticipations of 


happineſs in the world to come.“ 


But though there may be ſome ground for ſuch 
taunting and bitter reflexions, yet let thoſe who 
would thus inveigh againſt the uſe of religion from 
its abuſe, enjoy a triumph as unenvied as it is illi- 
beral. Such diſorders of the ſpirit as the exceſs of re- 
ligious fear produces in ſome men, ſeem to us rather 
the object of pity than deriſion, and it is our duty to 
5 13 551 
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avoid tk miſtakes, and, in the fpirit of trve 
| Chriſtian! charity, to endeavour to direct them into 


the right way, from which, perhaps with the beſt | 
* me have unforrunately deviated. 12 7 


But deplorable as it is 60 Roc ie much miſery 
reſulting to individuals in general, and fo much injury 


to religion in particular, from the miſdirection and p 


exceſs of 'this paſſion ; yet in theſe extraordinary 


times, we are preſented with the ſtill more melan- 


choly ſpectacle of increaſing numbers of bold and 
profligate men, ſome of them roo of the moſt ex- 
alted intellect, who, though they cannot but admit 
that the judgments of the Lord are abroad, and to 
a certain degree, acknowledge, amidſt the ſtriking 
diſplays of an enraged Omnipotence, which ſeem 
to be multiplying around us, both the exiſtence 
and the exerciſe of his moſt formidable attributes, 
yet remain unconcerned for themſelves, and un- 
moved for. others. Ad ſo far ate they from being 
aſhamed of this fearleſs temper of mind, this un- 
natural inſenſibility, they even ſeem ambitious 


of ſhewing to what heights of preſumption it is 


within 


il 
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For have we not too many among us, who having 
burſt through the ſtrongeſt barriers of nature and 
education, have been hardy enough to glory in 
their cool contempt and invenomed reprobation of 
all thoſe mild and ſilent virtues, thoſe warm, gene- 
rous, and diſintereſted feelings, which, when per- 
mitted to exert the influence which belongs to 
them, reſtrain and mitigate che natural fierceneſs 
of the human character, ſoften its aſperities, har- 
monie its jarring propenſities, and are the fruitful 
ſources, as they are the faithful guardians, of indi- 
vidual and general peace and order? The real 
language of ſuch men, if given in plain and unequi- 
vocal terms, and ſtripped of the aids of high-ſound- 
ing words and ſophiſtical jargon, is this, that meck- 
nes, humility, and gratitude (in chemſelves the 
nobleſt virtues, and the foundation of almoſt all 
moral worth) are inconvenient reſtraints upon the 
libercy of man, femering his independence, and 
checking the ſtrongeſt energies of his mind that 
by too great a diſtruſt of our own powers, and too 


great a deference to others, an abject ſurrender is 
I 4 often 
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ignorance and pride, particularly if ſupported by 
wealth and power, are thus, extended and augment- 

| ed, the current of knowledge clogged, the human : 

intellect depreſſed, degraded, and almoſt over- 
powered; in a word, the dominion of civil and 
religious tyranny has thus been too long exerciſed, 
to the ſubverſion of the happineſs of man, and the 
degradation of his nature. bh. 


But wicked and deſperate as theſe deſigns are, 

. they ſtop not here. With an unparalleled pre- 
ſumption, they introduce this very train and ſpirit 
ol thinking into the awful ſubject of religion. For 
their deſigns would be but partially accompliſhed, 
if they reſted at eſtabliſhing an haughty, unfeeling, 

. and ſelfiſn independence between man and man. 
But they aim at ſeparating us even from God him- 
_ ſelf. For with the benevolent deſign, forſooth, of 
_ reſcuing us from the tyranny of ſuperſtition, they 
_ would perſuade us (if we may judge from their 

conduct, which ſpeaks, plainer than their words) 
| Saber openly 90 del a and ſet at nought the All- 
| OE powerful 
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| powerful Author of all exiſtence, che gracious 

. benefactor of the univerſe, or, which is almoſt, as 
weak and as wicked, to diſcard from our minds all 
gratitude for his bleſſings, all dread of his ma- 
jeſty, veneration for his goodneſs, ſubmiſſion to 
his will, and dependance upon his merey; but 

more particularly would they perſuade us to gire 

up, as idle reveries, all reliance on the merits of 
our Redeemer, and all expectation of the n 

of the holy ſpirit, | 


Now whether there will be any real courage, 
any true wiſdom, or even common prudence in 
following ſuch deſperate and impious ſuggeſtions, 
or whether ſuch a temper of mind, as is here re- 
commended, becomes ſo weak and corrupt a . 
as man, either in reſpect to his fellow creatures o 
Cod, let any one judge who has the leaſt * 

the continuance of ſociety, even in its moſt imper- 
ſect forms; any reverence for the dignity of human 
nature, or the preſervation of natural as well as re- 
vealed religion; all of which will be brought into 
4 the moſt i imminent hazard, when once men ſhall 


_ univerſally 
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wniverſally have loſt all fear of God, of themſelves, 
and of the world. For when this great work ſhall” 
have been accompliſhed, what will inevitably be 
the conſequences? A certain foul and un- 
natural hardihood of character will. become pre- 
dominant, a vulgar audacity of thinking, and fierce- 
neſs of behaviour, will be the objects of general 
ambition, and ſoon deſtroy that unſullied purity, 
and that modeſt dignity of conduct, which have 
| hitherto been ſo eſtimable in the world; man will 
not only be eſtranged from man, but every man's 
hand lifted againſt his brother, religion proſcribed, 
and even morals ſhaken to the very centres in a 
word, all the foundations of ſociety will be under- 
mined, and in the diſſolution of thoſe ties, moral, 
focial and religious, which have hitherto connected 
us in a beneficial intercourſe of good offices, and 


only to lament the extent, but the continuance of 


the riſchiefs with which the world will be de- 
But. though ſuch baneſul effects reſult both 
from the miſdirection and exceſſive indulgence of | 
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ths paſſion offer a appliod/to: God an frond its 
ſuppreſſion or extinction, let us not hence weakly 
infer,” that it cannot be ſo regulated as to be made 
a very powerful inſtrument of good. It was' 
evidently implanted in us for the wiſeſt and moſt 
| benevolent purpoſes, and it requires but little pene- 
tration to diſcoyer its proper objects, and the limits 
within which it ſhould be confined. God is cer- 
tainly boch its higheſt and propereſt object, and 
the boundary which ic ſhould not be ſulfered to 
paſs (unleſs ſinners are to be rouſed from a ſtate of 

ſtupefaction, for then the apprehenſion of the ter- 
rors of the Lord can hardly be too ſtrong) is an 
awe tempered with filial confidence, not diſorder- 


ing nor perplexing our imaginations, nor pro- 


ductive of frightful apprehenſions; but of a com- 
poſed ſpirit, which will equally. prevent us from 
becoming indifferent or prefumptuous, and im- 
perceptibly leading us on from reverence, conſi- 


deration, and diſcretion (its fair and genuine fruits) 


will moſt effectually preſerye us from open im- 
| piety and ſecret ſcepticiſm, from the deluſions and 
rerrors of ſuperſtition, from the blaſphemies of 

| Way . deſpair, 
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- deſpair, and the haughtineſs of ſelf- ciency.” For 
by conſidering God as a God of love as well as of 
power, 'merciful as well as juſt; ready to reward 
obedience as well as to puniſn diſobedience, placable 
as well as ſevere, we ſhall from time to time be 
checked in our wanderings from virtue, and for- 
warded in the ways of righteouſneſs. Though 
on the one hand perſuaded, that God hateth 
fin, and will moſt aſſuredly puniſh it, if not repented 
of, yet we ſhall hever preſume, with an unauthoriſed 
confidence, on his compaſſion ; and on the other 
hand, equally perſuaded, that by many of his 
attributes and eſpecial declarations in holy ſcrip- 
ture, he ſtands engaged, as it were, not only to 
accept, through the merits of Feſus Chriſt, a time- 
ly, fincere, and thorough repentance, but alſo to 
aſſiſt our imperfect efforts by his ſpecial grace, we 
hall never feel diſpoſed to become reprobate and 
abandoned, from a deſpair of his mercy. Thus, a 
due balance will always be kept up between our 


hopes and our fears, from whence will ariſe, in 


| bebo of ti me, a un ineſs and conliſtency of 
| en 


14 


principle and conduct, which no vieiſitudes will | 
be Ny to EO no Rte PD to 1 


How amiable, how 3 muſt the character 
of the man be, whoſe mind has been thus diſci- 

plined, and is thus guarded! Ho regular in the 
diſcharge of all his known duties, how peaceful the 
whole tenor of his life, how pleaſant to himſelf, 
how uſeful to others! But the excellence of ſuch 
a character will appear in the cleareſt” point of 
view, when compared with that of the man whoſe 
whole life has been totally uninfluenced by this 
principle. Are they tried by proſperous events, ſur- 

' rounded with affluence, ' loaded with honours ? 
While the impetuous and undiſciplined ſpirit of 
the latter, reſtrained by no principle of honor or 
religion, nor ſoftened by any compariſon of the 
majeſty of God with the weakneſs. of man, and 
conſequently as regardleſs of others as confident in 
himſelf, ſpurning the control of all laws, divine 
and human, as far as is conſiſtent with his perſonal 
ſafety, hurries him, with an eagerneſs which no 
obſtacles can retard, to the indulgence of every 
low and vicious deſire, till he is loſt in ſenſuality, 

| or 


126 SERMON vit. | 

or (ſhould his paſſions be ſtronger than his appe- 
+ tites) to the gratification of his ambition, his covet» = 
ouſneſs, his revenge, his envy, and every black and 
 inordinate movement of his corrapted heart—the | 
former, in the higheſt elevation of his fortune, ſur- 

| rounded by flatterers, courted by the mercenary, 

' tempted by the moſt powerful allurements, pre- 
ſerves his integrity undiminiſhed, his purity un- 
contaminated: he never, for a moment, forgets that 
his wealth, his power, and his honors have been 
conferred, upon him by God; not as the rewards, 
but as the trials of his virtue; not that he may have 
a right or be enabled to gratify the lower pro- 
penſities of his nature, but that the higher endow- - 
ments and qualities of his mind may be exerciſed 
both for his own good and the good of all around 
him, that by his authority, lawfully acquired and 
duly exerciſed, bold and triumphant vice may be 
abaſhed and repelled, meck and retiring virtue 
drawn forth to public view,  cquntenanced, en- 

couraged, and rewarded. | | . 


Are they tried with adverſe events, plunged into 
ſickneſs, threatened with death ? While the proud de- 
| Poa fier 


iy 
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ier of God, and contemner of his ſpecies, deprived of 
every ſupport, deſtitute alike of conſolation and of 
hope, is writhing under the agovies of an awakened 
conſcience, and is venting his frantic imprecations, or 
lies ſtupified by diſeaſe and deſpair—the devour 
worſhipper of God, and benefactor of his fellow 
_ creatures, alarmed by no guilty fears, ſtung by na 
remorſe for the paſt, appalled by no apprehenſions 
of the future, ſoon riſes ſuperior to his fituation, and 
from evils his ſufferings are converted into bleffings, - 
for belleving on the beſt authority, either that they 
are ſent to him as trials of his patience, or as corree- 
tives of his errors, he bleſſes the hand that ſtrikes, 
kiſſes the rod that chaſtiſes, and with placid reſig- 
nation or triumphant exultation, exclaims, * f 
thank thee gracious God for this viſitation ; I am 
* perſuaded it will become to me a ſource of good, 
a channel for thy fayors, a warrant of thy merey. ? 


In fine, what virtues, what graces may not be 
found in the character of the one, what vices, what 
deformities in that of the other! To ſum them up 
in a few words, in the one we ſee either the un- 

| | blulhing 


* 
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: bluſhing tontemner of religion, or the Maa: 
cal obſerver of its outward forms—the inſidious 
courtier, or, as ſerves his purpoſe; the factious 


| demagogue—the perfidious friend. the unprinci- | 


pled ſeducer—the ferocious huſband—the unnatural 
parent; the object of general ſcorn and deteſtation—— 
hated by man and almoſt abandoned by God him- 


ſell.—in che otherg we ſee with admiration” and de- 


light the humble and ſincere the rational and 
fervent worſhipper of God— the ſteady and con- 
ſcientious patriot the firm, indefatigable, and 
complacent friend the tender huſband—the in- 
dulgent father the merciful maſter—revered and 


almoſt adored by his friends - admired even by his 
enemies (for the beſt men have their enemies) the 


ornament of his nature - beloved of his God the 
N. heir, through Jeſus Chriſt, of eternal 
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Y* all the intirurions which a are now obſerved 


IND origin, or 3 antiquity, than that of the 
fabbach. In the very firſt page of the holy. writ- 
ings, we meet with the grand and ſolemn occaſion 
which gave riſe to it. Aſter the creation of the 
| heavens and the earth of the great light to rule 
the day, the brightneſs of which no eye can behold; 


of the lefler lights to rule the night, ſo wonderful | 


or their number and motions, by which the ſea- 
fors of the your are conducted, of this world which 
frees, and animals, und, laſtly, of man himlelf, in 
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the expreſs image of his maker: aſter the kalk 
ing of this immenſe and magnificent work, in the 


ſpace of ſix days, we are told that the A] a ty 


reſted from his labour, and that therefore © he 


bleſſed the ſeventh day and ſanctified it.” But 
when, in proceſs of time, wickedneſs had ſo far 


_ prevailed in the world, that true religion was almoſt - 
| loſt, then the celebration of the ſabbath of the 
Lord was moſt "probably diſcontinued, till it 
pleaſed the Almighty to renew the commandment, | 


and to fix the obſervation of it on the day when 


the deliverance of the J ews "ER the power of the 
Egyptians was accompliſhed, when Pharaoh and 7 


all his hoſts periſhed in the Red Sea, and the 
Iſraelites were miraculoufly fed with manna in the 
wilderneſs. And ſince that period the ſabbath has 


ever been regarded by all men who own the power 


of true religion, and worſhip God through his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, with this difference only, that as the 
Jews ſetyed God as their creator and deliverer 
from the miſeries of temporal bondage, we ſerve 
| him not oy as our father and worldly N 
but . ol redeemer from the e of ſin 


a0 ö 


— 


* , | 


ez vir, 131 


and desde ud therefore: obſerve: the firſt day of 
the week inſtead of the ſeventh, becauſe on that 
| day our Saviour roſe from dhe dead, and gave to 
us, thereby, an earneſt of our redemption. ” 5 


It might reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that the mere 
conſideration of theſe circumſtances would be ſuffi- 
cient to raiſe in us a firm and hearty devotion in 
the obſervance of the ſabbath. It muſt immedi- 
ately ſtrike us, if we are not totally blinded to all ſenſe 5 
of right and wrong, that the merciful Being who 
framed us out of nothing into life, and at the ſame 
time gave us ſo many means of enjoying it, has 
a right to exact, not merely our homage in one 
day out of ſeven, but is entitled to our conſtant 
worſhip as long as we have any exiſtence, —But 
however this neceſſity of paying this debt of grati- 
tude may, for an inſtant, produce conviction in our 
hearts, yet the corrupt habits of the world too ſoon = 
return and take their command over us, and we 

need ſome more powerful reaſons to induce us to 
practiſe what, in our minds, we are ſufficiently 
convinced it is our duty to perform. It is intended, N 


R n in this diſcourſe, to ſtate ſome of thoſe 


Ka reaſons, 
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neglecting the duties, and profaning the holineſs 
of the ſabbath, as well as the good conſequences 
that will reſult from obſerving it with due devo- 
tion and reyerence; and afterwards to ſhew, in 
what manner we may obſerve. it moſt acceptably- 
to God, and moſt beneficially to ourſelves. © 
In the firſt place, when we conſider the extreme 
danger of profaning the ſabbath, it muſt occur to us, 
that we are thereby lighting and deſpiſing the ordi- 
nances of the Almighty, and thereby drawing on 
4 ourſelves his juſt and terrible indignation. Do we 
ſuppoſe the commandments were given to us as | 
directions, which it was leſt to our own iriclina- | 
tions to follow or neglect, juſt as our fancy might 
lead us? That, though/ a, tranſgreſſion of human 
laws is attended with ſevere puniſhment;- yet that 
the tranſgreſſion of the laws of God is matter of 
mere indifference; and that we are to expect no 
kind of notice will be taken of it; that we are to 
ſuffer no afflitions in this world, nor miſery in the 
next! If ſuch are our ſuppoſitions, we are dread- 
, e 
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ais and ſurely there are few ſo ſenſeleſs 
as to imagine, that God can behold a wilful con- 
tempt of his commandments, without any tokens 
of his diſpleaſure. But we need only look around 


us, to ſee that the neglect of the ſabbath is attended 


with very ſerious conſequences, and that even in 
this world, it frequently draws after it a heavy 
| weight of puniſhment. From this ſource we ſhall 
| find, that both the diſorder and tuin of private 


| families, and the vices and calamities which infeſt 


faciery, are very often derived. The bond by | 
which all our virtues are held together, the reſpe& 
of parents, affection towards children, ence 
to the laws of our country, and the chief of all, 
cur charity towards the whole race of mankind, 

mult be the love of God, manifeſting itſelf by the. 
obſervance of his commandments; and unleſs fo 
ſecured, theſe duties will run great danger of being 
frequently, if not totally neglected. But how are 
his commandments to be obſerved, how are they 
eyen to be known or Jearned by many of our 
fellow creatures, unleſs the ſtated times and days 
which he has ordained for the teaching of them, 

| K 3 c be . 
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be properly and devoutly attended to? ' Unleſs we 

ſometimes meet together in his preſence to hear 
his word, as delivered to us in the holy ſeriptures, 
to confeſs before him the weakneſs of our nature, 
and to renew our promiſes of future obedience, and 
our prayers for future aſſiſtance, and, above all, to 
commemorate at the holy table the death and fof. 
ferings of the Saviour of the world, and to know 5 
the benefits which are derived from thence upon 
all mapkind. Thoſe who obtain their livelihood . 
by the ſweat of their brows, whoſe days are paſſed 
in hard labour and humble induſtry, have few 
means, and hitle leiſure, to obtain of themſelves a 
knowledge of God's word, If, therefore, by their 
attendance on the ſabbath day, they did not lay 
hold on almoſt the ſole opportunity of obtaining 
ſuch knowledge, they would not only be left in a 
dreadful ſtate of ignorance with regard to their real 
duty, but be liable alſo to be miſled by the bad 
principles of thoſe, who might, for their own pri- 

vate ends, endeavour to deceive and corrupt them; 
as we all know that it is eaſier to miſlead the igno- 
rant than the inſtructed, and that not to have the 


9 
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6— virtue, is to 
leave it an open and defenceleſs prey to the artifices 
ol vice. Thoſe, to whoſe lot the good things of 
this world are fallen, whoſe riches enable them to 
live in eaſe and plenty, and on whom, probably, 
in their earlier days, great care has been employed 
to furniſh them with excellent attainments, theſe 
men expoſe themſelves to ſtill greater danger from 
- their neglect of the ſabbath ; they know their duty, 
and therefore cannot plead ignorance as an excuſe 
for not performing it; they are more expoſed, from 
their affluence and want of employment, to the al- 
| lurements of pleafure, and therefore have the 
greater need of recurring frequently to divine 
affiftance ; they have the more important ſteward- 
ſhip committed to their charge on earth ; they will, 
therefore, have the larger and more momentous 
account to give in heaven, an account not confined 
to the manner in which their wealth has been em- 
ployed (though that, no doubt, will be oonſidered) 
bur extended alſo to the degree of benefit they 
have conferred on their fellow creatures, by ald . 
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ing them ag example of actiye and chearful = 
Orono pho. : 


Abe beged or es of n+ 
quires the greater caution and care in us to avoid 
it, becauſe it is not one of thoſe offences to which 
we have a natural and inſtinctive repugnance, and 
of which the effects are immediately perceived, 
either in © r commerce with mankind, or by the 
inward feelings of our own conſciences. He who 
unters 3 falſchoad, or commits. violence on the 
property or perſon of his neighbour, if he is de- 


_ tected, undergoes a certain puniſhment in the loſs 


of his reputation, or from the correction of the 


| laws; and if he is nar detected, cannot poſſibly 
eſcape the more dreadful puniſhment of his own 


mind conſtantly accuſing him of his guilt. | But 
with regard to the breach of the ſabbath, the caſe 
is different; it is not conſidered fo highly criminal 


in the eyes of the world, or within our own boſoms; 
unleſs, indeed, we are ſeriouſly conyinced of the 
ſervices We owe to our Maker, and then it is not 


_ help 
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mikely that we ſhall break it at all. And yet the 
conſequences of theſe crimes, of a violation of truth, 
| or an injury to the perſon or property of our neigh- | 
bour, are not more certainly ſelt in their general 
influence on the welfare of ſociety, than the con- 
ſequences of the tranſgreſſion of this law of God, 
For what are the conſequences of breaking the 
abbath? and how are thoſe, employed, whio, with- 
dut any ſufficient cauſe, abſent themſelves. from 
divine ſervice, and negle&t de other Juties of the 
day? Drynkenneks, gaming, taking God's, holy 
name in vain, . looſe converſation, and turbulent 
riotings and ſtrife, are ſubſtituted in the place of 
devotion, ſobriety, and pure and friendly diſcourſe. 
And when one day out of ſeven, and that the moſt 
ſacred of all, is ſo ſpent, I leave it to your own 
Judgment to conjecture what thoughts, what actions, 
vill follow during the remainder of the weck. 


In conſidering the good. effects that will flow 
from a ſtrict attention to this day, the mind is pre- 
_ ſented with objects of an aſpect much more plea- 
IO pI. The order and regularity of 

ſociety 
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SERMON VIII. 


ſociety. in general, e 


vate families, the decreaſe of public crimes, and the 


increaſe of public virtue, are the fair and excellent 
fruits which it produces. It will be difficult to find 
a people far advanced in iniquity, among whom the 
duties of this day are generally obſerved. It will 


de as difficult to diſcover” a ſingle family, which 


bas always been regular in its attention to this day, 
that at the, ſame time is not diſtinguiſhed for its 


decency and good conduck in other reſpects, and = 


that is not regarded with approbation and reſpect, 
even by thoſe who follow a different courſe them · 


Such being the ill confequenees attending the 


neglect, and ſuch the benefits reſulting from the 


obſervance of the ſabbath, it is certainly very well 


worth our while to learn how it may be obſerved _ 


moſt acceptably to God, and moſt beneficially to 
ourſelves. The firſt part of this duty which offers 
itſelf to our notice, is an attendance on publie 


worſhip, as regylar as the circumſtances of every 


one of us will permit ; and nancy no one ſo un+ 


; 
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. 
krhat he cannot oſten attend it. And when we do 


Dem into this "holy Place, K is plain thut, for che 


fake of others, we ought to demean ourſelves with 
. feceney and propriety, and that, for our own ſakes, 


* - = 


we ought to join with ſerious attention and fervent 


piety, and not merely with the outward appearance 
of devotion, in thoſe prayers and thankſgivings 
which have been appointed by our church, the 
excellence of which has never been equalled, 


and has excited the admiration of thoſe who were 
not members of our communion.” This is a part 
of our duty on the ſabbath which we owe not only 
to ourſelves, but to thoſe with whom we are in 


any way connected; to out families, our neigh- 
bours, and ſociety at large. So | 


But the other part is not leſs l e on a 
it is a matter reſting entirely with ourſelves, we 


ſhould, therefore, be the more careful not ro over= 
look and negle& it. We ſhould then make the 


"8 fabbath a day to account with ourſelves for our 


thoughts and actions — to Tet on * we have 


done 


8 
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140 | 
done amiſs, and. by what means we may repair our | 
tranſgreſſions to conſider what vices are to be cor. 
rected, what virtues remaim to be cheriſhed and 
improved. This is the way of obſerving the ſab- 
bath, by which we may moſt reaſonably hope to 
obtain the favor of God. And yet we are not re- 
quired to be riinutely ſcrupulous, like the Phariſees 
of old, or like the Jews and Puritans of modern 
days, whoſe practices exclude works of Chriſ- 
rian benignity and warrantable accommodation, It 
is this homage of the heart-which will prove moſt 
pleaſing to God—it is this ſcrutiny of ourſelves that 
will be moſt likely to regulate our lives according 
to his will, and cauſe the prayers and thankſgivings 
which we come here to offer, to be accepted in hig 
fight, | 


If then we have any gratitude towards our 
Heavenly Father, any reverence for his command- 
ments, any dread of. his diſpleaſure, any deſire of 
his love—if the ſufferings of our bleſſed Saviour 
| have made any impreſſion on our hearts, and we 
. 4 feel | 


| | SERMON: VII. 241 
feel our hope animated-and our faich confirmed by 
his glorious reſurrection if the Holy Spirit has 
55 into us his ineſtimable grace, and given 
birth to right wiſhes and pious affections if we 
tremble at the approach of worldly calamities, and 
fear that awful enquiry, when nothing but virtue 
ſhall be of avail to prevent or mitigate the ſen» 
tence of eternal condemnation—if ſelfiſhneſs has 
not uſurped entire dominion over us, and we have 
yet ſome feeling for the wants of others, and would 
relieve our brethren from the hardſhips of inceſſant 
labour—if we would affiſt in diſpenſing the light of 
goſpel truth to thoſe who fit in darkneſs, and would 
firive to diffuſe the knowledge of Chriſtianity 
throughout the whole world—in ſhort, if we are 
Men and Chriſtians, let us endeavour to enforce the 
obſervance of the ſabbath by our profeſſion and 
Pp i Y | 
Finally, therefore, in the name of God and his 
ſon Jeſus Chriſt, and of the Holy Spirit, I beſeech 
you to lay theſe things to heart, that henceforth | 
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neither indolence, nor indifference, tor pleaſure, 
nor worldly buſineſs, may interrupt you in the per- 
formance of this indiſpenſable doty—this moſt et- 
ſectual means of grace, and moſt infallible method 
of ſecuring the benefits of the redemption to your- 


= on 


{elves and your fellow creatures. 
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Ex, 7 Cb. 10 Verse. 

kon EZRA HAD PREPARED HIS HEART TO SEER 

kur LAW OF THE LORD, AND 70 DO tr, AND 
'TO TEACH: IN ISRABL STATUTES AND. 2 
MEN TS. 4 2 ago tg ren r 


1&1. 


Win what emotions of gratitude and vete⸗ 

ration ought we to regard thoſe great and 
good men of all ages, who, influenced by philan- 
chropy, or animated by patriotiſm, or guided by 
the ſpicit of God, made it their ſtudy to lay the 
foundations of government in the original ptin- 
eiples of moral good In vain would the all- 
gracious Creator have given to man. the dominion 
over the whole carth, with all its productions in 


vain 


Y 


144 SERMON 1%, | 
vain would he have' inveſted this riew-Borri crea-· 
ture of his love with the majeſty of his own reſem- 
blance, if he had not at the fame time inſpired him 
with the knowledge of truth and the ſpirit of coun- 
_ fel, and taught him how to regulate himſelf, to 
exerciſe his right and inforce his power. The firſt 
meaſures of man's goyernment muſt have been 
ſimple, when the brute creation, incapable of re- 
ſiſtance, were the only ſubjects of his authority; of 
. his own immediate offspring, bound to obe- 
dience by the ties of filial duty and affection, wers 
all the inhabitants of the world that could difpute 
his will. But when the families of men increaſed; 
and began to ſpread themſelves through the various 
regions of the world hen diſtance begat differ 
ence of opinion, and difference of opinion gabe 
birth to variance, hatred, eontention, and war, then 
the rudimental inſtitutions of patriarchal govern- 
ment loſt their efficacy, and were found inſufficierir - 
to control the innumerable diſorders which infeſted | 


' + ſociety, The neceſſities of mankind called for 


ſyſtematic reſtraints and encouragements, and the 
general welfare required the eſtabliſhnienc of general 


e . "ts 


and impartial regulations. -' Perhaps from the crea- 
on, forms of government ſubſiſted, all originating | 
from the common Parent of mankind, and dilating 
themſelves, and varying their modes as the increaf- 
ing population of the earth ſeemed to require. And 
we may ſurely account it a great bleſſing, that in the 
infancy: of the world the generality of men were not 
left to bewilder themſelves in the abſtract queſtions 
ol law and government, but that God permitted 
perſons of ſuperior talents and acknowledged inte- 
grity, to riſe from the maſs of the people, who, by 
irreſiſtible influence, might ſecure to their reſpec= 
tive countrymen the benefits of civilization, of 
ſor them ſuch additional improvements as wiſdom 


D 


1 7 1 


ne eee 


* employment which merited and received the 
higbeſt veneration. Whether as the promulgators 

of the revealed will of God, or as the improvers of 
the primitive forms of ſocial life, theſe men exerted 
themſelves to etect the fabric of the lu on the 
| | L . 9 


„ —— 
baſis 6 juſtice whether they. engaged in the ma- 
nagement and diſcipline of the native powers and 
inſtincts of man, in the ſupply of his natural wants 
and che removal of his ſears, or directed his ſtrength 
to the acquilition. of outward good and the reſiſt- 
ance of outward evil, or repreſented to him the 
him to the ſtudy of himſelf, his own faculties and 
capacities, to the reſtraint of his turbulent and 
vicious paſſions and appetites, and the encourage- 
ment of his nobler defires—or whether, in after 
times, having found, like Ezra, the edifice of the 
law already conſtructed, they laboured as reformers. 
in extending thoſe inſtitutions which were originally 
too narrow, or in ſyſtematizing thoſe which were 
irregular—in defining with mare preciſion the li- 
mitation of natural . CO ſocial ef. 
thority for eee eee e and the. 
diſcouragement of vice; by whatever means they 
diſpenſed. inſtruction and juſtice to their fellow | 
ereatures, and promoted their happineſs, next to 
God, our warmeſt gratitude and reverence are due 
o $I We to 


STRMON " IX, 14 
to theſe tranſcendant benefaRors of the human race. 
And whether we regard the intent or the execu- 
tion of their plans, their characters will be recorded 
with the utmoſt veneration, and we may properly 
enge e, ere eres om 


NW n. ee u-. * rue mit. 
But if we would form a jut eltmate of the 
merits of: the ancient law - givers and fathers of 
ſociety, we muſt ſurvey the fruits of their labours, 
Inſtead, therefore; of finding man doomed to ſeek 
ſubſiſtence from the uncertain ſupplies of uncub 
tivated nature, lurking in the midit of ſavage foreſts, 
or hid among the faſtneſſes of barren mountains 
vantages of his mental faculties, ſunk in the depths 
of ignorance, a prey to his own furious and watring 
ts, and the victim of his own ſuſpicion and jea« 
louſy, the foeyof every one that interferes with his 


only with a few of his ſpecies in hordes and clans, 
or the member of a petty ſtate, where the chief 
buſineſs of life is to nd: e dee e 


2 
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to devour his neighbours—inſtead of finding him 
in an unſettled ſtate, roving over the plains deſo- 
lated by his -own-rapine, or legping inert and in- 
Aire in che mitt of fich and want, and bor 


Gf „ EHT5 


finding | kim 1 eee e like ki, we find 
him in thoſe regions where civilization has ad- 
vanced itſelf under the banner of the law; in full 
enjoyment of all natural and moral advantages. 
« Man goeth ſorth to his work and his labour un- 
til the evening. The wilderneſs is turned into a 
ſtanding water · the vallies ſtand thick with corn 
the lions get them away together, and lay them 
don in their dens the cattle wander in the field 
the earth brings forth her increaſe—cities are built 
ſor ſhelter and refuge - the arts ariſe and; flouriſh— 
ſhips collect the produce of diſtant countries ſci- 


ence expands the mind, and openg innumerable f 
fources of advantage and delight internal peace 
ſecures him in the enjoyment of his poſſeſſions, and 
enables him to appropriate the produce of his in- 
duſtry the marriage tie enſures his domeſtic com- 

AE aan my cloſer bands of love with his 
1 | ſpecies 
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be beſt affections are cheriſhed, and all 
| the feelings which : unite 1 their mutual comye⸗ 
nience and happineſs ſubjects, princes; and ſtates, 
are felt, acknowledged, and reſpected. Such effects 
flow from the eſtabliſhment of law, not indeed 
equally and univerſally, becauſe law is not equally 
and univerſally eſtabliſhed: yet, every where the 
hand of God is: viſible, and the outlines of true 
government are to be traced in the moſt uncivilized 
and barbarous nations; even among the treacherous 
and ſanguinary tribes that traverſe the ſandy deſart, 
and the torpid and benighted inhabitants of the 
frozen regions. /- Rude, however, as the fabric of 
government is found in ſome countries, there are 
others where it has ariſen in beauty and magnifi- 
cence* almoſt to perſection, and has become the — 
wonder and aqeniration of all the thinking part of = 
. mankind. No man, indeed, who feels any love f 
order and regularity, any deſire of peace and ſe- 
curity, any glow of brotherly love and domeſtic 
affection ho has the glory of God for his object, 
and the ſalvation of man for his hope, can contem- 
e the glorious" ſtrudture of uit and virtubus 
L REI 8 con- 


— * 
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ol gratitude to God, and of thanbeſulneſs to thoſe 
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GAL rok as they are ſeverally productive of 
greater or leſs degrees of good, according to the 


meaſures in which. juſtice-is diſpenſed by them, ir 


becomes a duty in thoſe who haue good ſenſe, 
knowledge, and impartiality; ſufficient for ſuch a 


diſcuſſion, to compare their . reſpective merits, and 


do endeavour to concenter their excelleneies. To 
| enumerate, in this place, moſt of che opinions which 


have been advanced on this curious and important 
ſubje&, and to mark the general fitneſs or unfitneſs 
of every kind of government towards the great 


purpoſes. of ſociety, would be equally; difficult and 


unſeaſonable. Any one who would. attempt this. 


compariſon, ſhould look into the, hiſtory of the 
world, and he will find ſuch a: multitude of con- 
ſtitutions of polity, that to. reſolve. them into the 
elements of. n. ariſtocratical, or demo- 


cratical 


Aut s there exiſt in the N 


. 


e ir. dx 
era ohen ad 68 6stläer tbettb hy Heir ever 
rit modes, would be à work of the moſt tedious 
and complicate inveſtigation; Without entering 
into particulars, it will be ſufficient for our purpoſe, 
on this occaſion, to draw a general ſketch” of the 
ſeveral kinds of law, their origin, nature, and ex- 
dent, che knowledge of which muſt be the baſis of 

e eee, e ee 


Het de ed wr of I left wen ; 
who have written Upon this ſübject, we. ſhall find 
that laws dre divided into three kinds. The firſt of 
theſe is that which is called the” law of nature- 
This law cotififts of chioſe eternal and immutable 
obligations of juſtice which exiſt in tlie nature of 
things, and extend” cheit influence over every in- 
dividual of the human race, and by which the 
Almighty Creator binds himſelf, This is that 
code of unwritten laws, the validity of which is ac- 

knowledged in all climes, under every ſpecies'of 
government, and by all deſcriptibns of mel. The 
principles of this natural” juſtice might be diſ- 
covered by the light of humah reaſon,” without ati - 
Gs expreſs 


— , 33 * — . — 
* —_ 

— 72 * hs 4 5 
— — > Dao - . N 


152 SER MON. M. 


| expeaſainenclation Gow: 3 and in this ſcience. 


the generality of men are able, with ſome exertion. 
of their abilities, to make, a conſiderable. progreſs. 


| It requires no uncommon degree of ſagacity to 
perceive, that it is the duty of every man to live 


honeſtly, to hurt no one, and to render to every 
one his due — no ſagacity to know, that whatever 
actions may be compriſed under the definition of 


injuſtice, are crimes by the law of nature, and that 


murder, robbery, and defamation, with a variety of 
other offences, as well as all approaches and ten - 


dencies to them, are infractions of this law. To be 


convinced of this, let us. place. ourſelves in the 
ſituation of the ſufferer, and let us imagine our- 


ſelves the bleeding victims of aſſaſſins, the prey of 
robbers, or.the object of groſs calum y). 


4 But 1 it may require no great 9 of 


ſagacity to diſcover the heinouſneſs of all ſuch 


crimes, yet it is certain, that the inclination which 


muſt lead to ſuch a diſcovery would frequeatly be 


wanting, were there not a ſtronger principle im- 
planted in our nature to prompt us to this, exer- 
| tion 
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tion of out reaſon, and. this is no other than the 
inſtinct of ſelf· preſervation. But how well ſoever 
we map underſtand that fuch obligations « do exiſt, 
and how much, ſoever ſelf-loye may prompt us to 
ſubmit to them, yet, in applying them to practice, 
we may be, and often are miſtaken. Had our firſt 
parents retained their original purity—had their 
immediate deſcendants, the forefathers-of mankind, 
inherited from them a frame of mind and body un- 
contaminated with evil, there would have been no 
need of any various lanctions to enforce the ob- 
fervance of, this natural law. The world, like an 
innocent and virtuous family, would have been 
governed by the plaineſt and ſimpleſt means. But 
from that fatal hour, When evil entered i into, the 
| world, blinded the underſtanding and corrupted 1 the 
will of man, we. have either been unwilling or un- 
able to employ our reaſon effectually in che dil. 
covery of truth, and to aſcertain the limits of right 
and wrong. Though. the wiſcſt of mankind have 
acknowledged the exiſtence of moral good and evil, 
yet they often wanted ſome criterion by the help of 


which they: might ſeparate and diſtinguiſh them. 
| It 
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Te har Plesel God, therefore, to make his will 
more directly known, and to promulgate that law 
which is denominated the revealed law. Accord- 
- ingly; by che precepts of the Moſaic covenant, the 
envnciations of the prophets, and the ſtill brighter 
light of the goſpel, he has diſpelled the miſts of 
ignorance and prejudice, The purpoſes of reve- 
lation ſeem to have been to diſcloſe to mankind | 
thoſe truths, which, though they might have been | 
diſcovered by the light of nature, never had, per- 
haps never would pave been diſcovered by mere, 
 uilaffiſted reaſon. In deducing natural law, man 
muſt be led by a very fallible guide; but in the 
law of God there is no ſuch uncertainty, no ambi- 
gulties to perplex and be wilder the underſtanding: 
therein the limits of moral good and evil are exactiy 
| defined—expreſs commands are iſſued the moſt 
gracious promiſes of aſſiſtance afforded—the moſt 
glorious rewards nme ane molt ener 4 
| peg denounced. e 5 Fea! 
From: theſe -two' OO natural 1 ey 
| . | th 


2 de —.— di all human . and 
1 for the puniſnment of greater 
crimes: ſo ſar they come in aid and act under the 
direction of the laws of nature and revelation, 


God, bo knew how much ſtronger the paſſſons 


which he has given to us would prove than our 


reaſon, has not left us under the government of ; 


them, and has therefore ſubjected us to the autho- 
rity ot the civil magiſtrate; in whom he has veſted 
the power of diſpenſing rewatds and puniſhments: 
that by the application of preſent motives, thoſe 
might be brought to reaſon WhO would otherwiſe 
act in oppoſition to it. Hence we ſee, that in the 


_ commiſſion which Artaxerxes, the king, gave to 
Era, he acted under the authority of the divine 


will, referring. to the wiſdom of God as the model 
of imitation And thou; Ezra; after the wiſdom 
of God that is in thine hand, ſer magiſtrates and 
judges which may judge all the people that are be- 
yond the river, all ſuch as. know the laws of thy 
God, and teach ye them that know them not. 
And whoſbever wilb not do the law of thy God, 


and the law of the king, let judgment be executed 


- 


* 
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upon him, b andy; rigs nit, 


Ione ord or to impriſon- 


*?/ The powers of heaven and earth conſpire 


9 eee of thoſe offenders, whom the 


God of Nature has branded with the mark of wick · 

But beſide this general advantage, human laws, 
when equitably enacted, have a particular efficacy. 
They are not only to be conſidered as furniſhing: 
us with a rule of moral conduct, not only as en- 


ſoreing our duties towards God and our neighbours, 


upon religious motives, but as preſcribing to us a 
rule of civil conduct, founded on political expedi- 
ency. By human laws, men are bound not only to 
pay their homage to their Almighty Governor; not 

only to correct their private conduct, but alſo. to 
promote the peace and welfare of ſociety. And 
even things which are in themſelves indifferent, 


may, in a ſocial ſtate, become detrimental, and | 
therefore criminal.—Agaiaſt theſe, it is the peculiar | 


office) of human laws to make proviſion. The 
bounds of ſocial liberty are narrower chan thoſe. 
28 7 G | of 


or natural free W | 3 of a ſtate 
muſt be confined within certain bounds, which, if 
he tranſgreſſes, he muſt become criminal, and ac- 
cording to the fair and equal laws, which prefer 
the public good to private convenience, he muſt 
be x Juſt dende puniſtitnenr.” | 114 


Did men poſſeſs their primitive ſimplicity A 
unpolluted chaltity of morals, human laws would 
be ſuperfluous—the golden age might chen, in- 
| deed, ſubliſt—the dreams .of Plato might then, 
indeed, be reduced to practice. But as long as we 
find men weighed down by prejudice —actuated by 
the moſt grovelling ſelfiſhneſs, uninfluenced by the 
ſenſe of right and wrong—the enemies of God and 
his moſt holy religion, ſo long will it be found 


neceſlary to unſheath the ſword of juſtice againſt | 


thoſe who violate the rights of ſociety—ſo long will 


it be neceſſary to protect the unoffending by the 


ſhield of public authority. And if we inſpect the 
conduct and motives of the generality of men in 


the preſent days, I fear that we ſhall find abundant | 
reaſon to deſpair of any immediate and conſiderable 


amendment. | 
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Upon che whole, therefore, it may be ob» 
ſerved of theſe three kinds of law, that they have 
ſeparate offices as well as general operations: 
they are inſtruments in the hand of the Deity, which 
he has thought proper to uſe collectively; and as 
it has pleaſed him to found, permit, and ſanctiun 


theſe ſeyeral kinds, it becomes our indiſpenſable 
duty to reſpect the principles of natural truth to 


reyerence the awful edicts of the Deity—and to 
ſtrengthen and confirm, by our obedienee, thoſe 
human proviſions which are the reſult of human 
neceſſity, and calculated to anſwer the various 
wants of ſociety. And it is evidently not only our 
duty, but our intereſt (things indeed, which, if we 


conſider actions comprehenſively, and with regard 


to their conſequences, can never be ſeparated) to 
preſerve, that conſtitution, which, formed by the 


bappy union of every kind of law, natural, divine, 


and human, has deſcended to us pure and uncor- 


The venerable founders of this conſtitution 
were not among thoſe men who have dared to vio- 


Rune. | 159 
late the principles of equity a or to ſet 


themſelves up as legiſlators ſufficiently. qualified by . 


the light of nature, and independent of the grace 
of God; and when, upon the careful obſervation of 
God's will, as communicated in, the uſual courſe of 
affairs, or ſupernacurally declared, they had eſta- 
bliſhed their ſyſtem, they ſuffered it not to be ob- 
noxious to the wild fury. of popular opinion, nor 
to the tyrannous combinations of ariſtocratic in · 
fluence, nor to the arbitrary innovations of unlimited 
deſpotiſm. Neither deſtroying the power, nar 
giving the preponderance to any one principle, they 

_ endeavoured to produce a conſtant equilibrium by 
a combination of equal powers. They framed the 
conſtitution wiſely, may we know how-to poſſe 
it in wiſdom—they drew their knowledge from the 
ſources of experience and the word of God—may 
we allo have recourle to the ſame, as to the ſoun- 


tains of all true wiſdom. And I cannot help ob» 


 erving, that ſuch conduct is eſpecially called for in 
the preſent age; that new motives have ſprung up 
of late fo. thickly, as to have given cauſe of alarm | 
to all conſiderate minds—motives ſo forcible, as to 

Ade” | | have 
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1 kave called upon honeſt men of all parties and con · 
| ditions of life to pay a due ſubmiſſion to the laws, 
both divine and human. For when a race of le- 
[ giſlators (if ſuch' a ſacred name can be given to 
: them) has ariſen, who, by their teners,/ are laying | 
1 vp for themſelves the execration of poſterity ho 
n have ſanRioned rebellion againſt God himſelf, and 
have recommended the deſtruction of all thoſe 
fabrics of civil ſociety, which have been the pride 
and care of ages, and have openly encouraged 
treaſon and revolt, and have made the moſt daring 
attempts to diſſeminate poiſonous principles, which 
tend to degrade and brutalize mankind, not to dig- 
nify and exalt our nature and who attempt to 
bereave us of our beſt” hopes as Chriſtians, and 
deareſt rights as members of ſociety, and bound 
together as brothers of the ſame family—are nut 
perilous times arrived, and is it not high tine to 
eſpouſe the part of righteouſneſs, and to riſe in 
oppoſition to the cauſe of anarchy and infidelity _ 
with an energy proportionate to the importance of 
| the occaſion? Let all thoſe then that value a conſti- 
tution, which, without the extravagance of panegyric, | 
| 1 1 has 
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SERMON IX. | 161 
has been pronounced to concenter the peculiar 'ex- 

cetlleneies of every kind of government—ler all thoſe 
ho value the benefits which flow from a pure and 
holy religion, which affords to us inſtruction and 
conſolation in liſe, and in death the glorious proſ- 
peas of a happy immortality let all ſuch come 
forward in deſence of that ſyſtem which ſecures to 
us the poſſeſſion of ſuch bleſſings, and more eſpe- 
cially let thoſe among them, that, like Ezra, are 
cloathed with authority, © prepare their hearts to 
| ſeeks the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach 
Iſrael ſtatutes and judgments,” Finally, let the 
ſolemn advice, which ' Moſes [heretofore gave 
to the people of the Jews, fink deep into our 
minds—advice, at this awful period, peculiarly im- 
preſſive and neceſſary “ Behold, I have taught 
you ſtatutes and judgments, even as the Lord my 
God commanded me. ' Keep, therefore, and do 
them, for this is your wiſdom and your underftand- 
ing in the ſight of the nations. For what nation is 
there ſo great, who hath God ſo nigh unto them, 
as the Lord our God is in all things that we call 
upon him for ? And what nation is there ſo great, 
_ that 
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that hath ſtatutes and judgments ſo righteous as all 


beed to thyſelf, and keep thy foul diligently, left 


thou forget the things which thine eyes have feen, 
and leſt they depart from thy heart all the days of 
thy liſe; but teach them thy ſons and thy ſons 


ſons” And may the Almighty Governor of the 


univerſe grant unto all of us not only the bleſſings | 
of temporal proſperity, but alſo the glorious in- 
heritance of eternal life, that we may be no longer 
* ſtrangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with 
the ſaints, and of the houſehold of YOu? 2 
e eee ae 
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Probes at Sor, « th Sumter aue. n. 
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* TAP * * 
1 fa 17,0285 | 


Mick, 6 Ch. 8 Vers. | 

HE HATH SHEWED THEE, o Man, WHAT 18 G00D; 

AD WHAT DOTH THE LORD REQUIRE OF 

THEE, BUT TO DO--fUSTLY, AND 70 LOYE- 

MERCY, AND TO WALK HUMBLY WITH THY 
oo | 


Jap be account 1 e 
believe, that the Almighty (who has introduced 
us into 2 world in which good and evil are promif- 
cuouſly found) has ſet up on high certain marks, 
whereby we may be directed in our choice, checked 


in our errors, and conducted to our good. This 
benevolent purpoſe of the Deity is diſcoverable by 
ae of human reaſon, and the light of na- 

M 2 tural 
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tural e it is alſo expreſsly revealed in vari- 
ous paſſages of ſcripture, as may be proved by the 


words of the text, which, contain an unequivocal 
declaration of it, © He hath ſhewed thee, O man, 


what is good; and which alſo point out the courſe 
of life which it behoves him to purſue; And 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk bum with thy 
God ff 


In che ſequel of this diſcourſe, my intention is, 
firſt, to collect into one point of view the principal 
arguments, by which human reaſon is enabled (un- 
der the Divine aſſiſtance) to deduce the neceſſity of 
ſocial reſtraints, of government, and law: after- 


wards, to enumerate the natural duties of man, as 


flowing, from the eternal principles of juſtice and 
mercy, and affecting him as a rational creature 


and a member of ſociety: and in the concluſion, 


to prove, by reference to indubitable facts and re- 
cent example, that the greateſt good iſſues from the 
practice of theſe virtues, juſtice and mercy, when. 
exerciſed under the influence of religious fear and 

humility 
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huminty before God ; and that dreadful evils are 
accumulated on that people, who attempt to break 
through theſe ſalutary reſtraints of human con- 
duct. e Fa ner e * 

In this place, however, it may be neceſſary to 
premiſe two obſervations; firſt, that in the diſ- 
cuſſion of ſuch a ſubject, originality of thought, and 
novelty of arrangement, cannot, perhaps, be reaſon- 
ably expected. The proofs. which. are neceſlary, 
like thoſe on which all eſſential truths are eſtabliſh- 
ed, are of that fixed and fteady nature, which the 
lapſe of time cannot impair, and to which, perhaps, 
no other corroboration can be given, than the teſti- - 
mony of ſucceſſive ages. We may contemplate 
the venerable ſtructure of juſtice from new and 
various points, but no change af ſituation will alter 
the number, or deſtroy the identity of its eternal 
pillars. The other obſervation is, that though the 
truths which will be employed in this argument, 
are obtained by the operations of reaſon, yet it is 
not therefore to be ſuppoſed, chat natural religion 
18 preferred to revelation. For though we are 

M 3 apparentiy 
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apparently able by bur natural powers to analyſe 
various queſtions of morality. and religion, we muſt 
not imagine, that we ſhould ever have poſſeſſed 
that power without the Divine affiſtance, and the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit: nay, it may be 
affirmed,” that Chriſtianity is neceffary to this pur- 
poſe,” and that natural religion was imperfe&tly 
underſtood, till revelation had diffuſed true know- 
ledge through the world. I conceive, that to at- 
tain knowledge, or, at leaſt, to be acquainted with 
the uſes of knowledge, it is requiſite that man 
ſhould walk humbly with his God, for the * fear of 

ern {reeds cre eg But when- 
ever it has pleaſed God to lay open his diſpenſa- 
tions to the ſerious attention of man, we cannot 
; furely be counteracting his deſigns, if we endeavour 
to make uſe of the powers eee cem 
| the infinite ſuperiority of FERN. — 


1 7 


— premiſed theſe obſervations; that the 
; tendency of this argument may not be miſunder- 

| flood, I ſhall proceed to the firſt diviſion of the 
ſubject, which is the enumeration of thoſe argu- 


ment) 


ments, from; which the neceſſity of ſotial reſtraint 
is inſerred. Fit. We may aſſume it as an indiſ-— 
putable principle, that man is naturally a free agent. 
It ãs alone by this liberty of acting that he becomes 
a proper ſubject of law and government, liable to 
rewards or puniſhments, as he obeys or diſobeys 
juſt and lawful authority. It is to be obſerved; 
however, that this natural power of acting accord- 
ing to the impulſes of his on will, or the dictates 
of his private judgment, expoſes him to innumer- 
is little able to guard againſt or to eſcape; and 
hence the neceſſity of his being ſubjected to the 
law may be demonſtrated. That this ſubjection is 
not only neceſſary to his well-being, but alſo to his 
very exiſtence as a reaſonable creature, will appear 
evident from: the ſlighteſt view of his conditiori; 
In the firſt place, it cannot be imagined/that- the 
high endowments with which man is diſtinguiſhed; 
were given him to languiſn in inaction or, whit 
is|lefs probable, to be exerciſed: only to his own 
injury, or the annopance of others. On the con- 
| M 4 trary, 
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marke it mot he inſerred, from the dignity of bis 
nature, as manifeſted in his intellectual and moral 
powers, that he was deſigned for a ſtate of diſci- 
moſt direct means. Again, if we conſider the ex- 
ceſſiye corruption of his nature, unreſtrained and 
undiſciplined by the regulations of ſociety, or even 
as corrected by the influence of civilization and 
religion, how can we forbear concluding, that man 
of all creatures is the moſt diſpofed to abuſe his 
natural liberty, and ſtands moſt in need of reſtraint 
from his fellow creatures? Or, if we obſerve the 
vaſt number and variety of his inclinations and pro- 
penſities, which can only, when properly combined 
and regulated, be the cauſe of real good, and which, 
if ſuffered to proceed uncontrolled, would produce 
the wildeſt and - moſt intolerable confuſion, it be- 
comes ſtill more clearly evident that man was not 
born to a ſtate: of ſavage independence. And, 
Jaſtly, a. moſt forcible reaſgn why there ſhould be 
law and union among men, is to be found in the 
lamentable weakneſs of human nature, the infirmity 
oy, | ö of 
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Ane Ge imbecility of the mind, the necd 
and deſire which every man has of the ſupport and 
alltance of his fellow ereatures. If, therefore, we 
would live ſecurely, comfortably, and uſefully, we 
muſt ſacrifice a portion of our natural liberty: 
| facrifice which can ſcarcely be deemed voluntary 
on our part, ſince the hiſtory of the world juſtifies 
us in ranking this among the neceſſities of our na- 
ture, to which we can as little refuſe to ſubmit, as 
we can refuſe to ſatisfy our corporeal wants. It 
would be altogether viſionary to conſider our na- 
tural rights abſtractedly, with a reference to indi- . 
viduals alone, and to ſuppoſe, that men ever exiſted 
in a ſtate, wherein arbitrary will and brutal force 
were not, in ſome degree or other, repreſſed by the 
application of certain fixed principles of right rea- 
ſon and legitimate power, The notion, therefore, 
of a ſtate of natural liberty, a ſtate: of unreſtrained 
and unregulated freedom of action, is but a dream, 
and like every ſuch deluſion, replete with contra- 
dition and abſurdity. True liberty is of a different 
| kind; i it does not conſiſt in the abſence of reſtraint, 
* for thoſe perſons only,” ſays one of the greateſt 

| @ authors 
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authors of antiquity®, «who. live in obedience to 


as they will, who have learned what * 


will; thoſe who. give the reins to unworthy prac- 
tices and purſuits, | th an imaginary. freedoms to 
purchaſe real mifery.”* fa eee 

Sacondly, The 26a of the reſtraints of go- 
vernment and law being thus eſtabliſhed, the next 
object will be to mark the boundaries of ſocial liber- 
ty. For this purpoſe, the natural rights of juſtice 
and mercy muſt be pointed out. Legiſlators, in 


the conſtitution of governments, have employed 


an immenſe variety of means ſuited to the different 
ages and countries of the world; and wiſdom and 
virtue have united their powers in ſupport of ſo 
great a cauſe, But the ultimate object of all ſtateſ-⸗ 


men has been the eſtabliſhment of juſtice, which | 


muſt. be the foundation of all good government. 


In every ſcheme of ſociety, this virtue muſt. be 


exerciſed as the main inftrument of exalting and 
purifying weak and corrupt natures, of preſerving. 
its members from thoſe evils to which AY are. 


* Flutarch. | | 
* a 
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moſt liable, and directing them to that good, of 
which they are moſt capable. Such is the power 
of juſtice, that its inſtuence is not confined to the 
repreſſion and ' puniſhment of injury, but is ex - 
tended. alſo to the augmentation of benefits, and 
reciprocation of kindneſſes. In a word, not only 
the exiſtence of ſociety, but its ſtrength, and beauty, 
and glory, depend on the obſervance of this virtue. 
To throw a ſtronger light upon this momentous 
truth, it is, in the firſt place, requiſite that thoſe 
Tights ſhould be diſplayed which ariſe immediately 
out of the conſtitution of things, and are antece- 
dent and paramount to all human laws and cuſtoms: 
rights, which alſo imply duties, ſince, whatever we 
can prove that we have a claim to expect from 
others, that, by parity of reaſoning, muſt alſo be 
due from ourſelves, The equality of men, fo far 
as it can be diſcerned, in their likeneſs to the Deity, 
in their ſimilarity to each other, as to their faculties 
and powers, inclinations and affections, and even 
as to external, entitles them to equitable treatment 
from others, and demands a ſuitable return from 
themſelyes. Thus far, only, is equality conſiſtent 

3 with 
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with order and ſubordination, and claims the ſup- 
port and protection of the law. Again, all men 
are bound to maintain for themſelves and reſpect 
in others, the rights of judging and acting, when 
their opinions and conduR interfere not with the 
acknowledged rights of other individuals, and the 
eſtabliſhed order of the community. All men have 
alſo a right to expect, that no one ſhall attempt to 
turn them, neither by force nor perſuaſſon, from 
the direct road of upright and honourable conduct. 
Thefe appear to be the principal rights which ac- 
crue to men, conſidered abſtractedly as rational 
creatures, Of equal force are the rights which 
they acquire from being connected with each other 
in ſociety. Aſſociated for the purpoſes of prevent- 
ing or warding off evil, they have jointly a right 
to the participation of the advantages of ſuch an 
union. In order to attain this end, they owe, and 
have a right to claim from others, a pure and un- 
diſſembled love. For if the inhabitants of this 
world were not warmly diſpoſed to adopt the in- 
tereſts of each other, and mutually promote alt 
| honeſt deſigns from feelings of affection, little pro- 
| greſs 
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greſs would be made in the uſeful arts of life, and 
the current of affairs would ſoon be ſtopped, ot 
proceed with ſo ſluggiſh a motion, and uncertain a 
- poſes of ſociety. The beſt deſigns; which could 
be formed for private or public good would be 
ineffectual, if the authors, inſtead of being ſupport- 
ed by othets from regard and love, were leſt to 
depend upon fingle and deſultory exertions, or on 
the imperfect co-operation of intereſted perſons. 
Thus, no plan of an extenſive and complicated kind, 
in the proſecution of which there might be dif- 
ficulty or hazard, would be attempted or projected, 
if love did not unite the minds of men, and diſpoſe 
them to diſregard labour and deſpiſe danger. By 
the ſanie train of argument, we are led to place 
the exerciſe. of merey among the more amiable 
duties of juſtice. As in the offices of love, we are 
but fulfilling the golden rule of equity, and ſhew- 
ing that kindneſs to our brethren, which is due 
from them to us; ſo is it in merey, except that the 
hen to the latter is ſtronger than to the for- 
a naſmuch as the objects of mercy ſtand more 


v in 
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in need of comfort and ſupport. The acts of love _ 
increaſe the bappineſs of mankind, thoſe of mercy 
diminiſh its miſery. ' Nor can we conceive a twbler 
employment for the powers of man; than tu ſhew 
mercy, to temper the ſeverity of the law, to enlighten 
ignorance, to ward off violence and oppreſſion, 
and to relieve ſorrow and ſickneſs, boch mental 
and bodily. - As peace is likewiſe: neceſſary for the 
general intereſt, men have an unqueſtionable right 
to it, ſo long as they ſorbear interrupting the quiet 
of other. This peace, contentious men would 
diſturb; this right they would overthrow 4/ but the 
eagerneſs with which colourable pretexts are ſought 
by them, for-the juſtification of hoſtile conduct, i: 
a ſufficient” proof that the invaſion of peace is a 
breach of juſtice. Truth and credit complete: the 
catalogue of the natural rights of man. For as 
language is the great medium of intercourſe among 
men, it is abſolutely neceſſary that our words ſhould 
truly expreſs our meaning. If men have not con- 
fidence in the truth and ſincerity of their mutual 
profeſſions, there cannot be that reciprocal truſt 
and reliance, - without which, all iriterchange o 
| ; thoughts 
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thoughts and ſentiments would be nugatory, if not 
purpoſes muſt, in that caſe, frequently be fruſtrated 
Wa- mec) Wen We eee 
No coherence of plans, no ſteady performance of 
contracts, no unity of action, can be expected, if 
diſũmulation uſurp the place of frankneſs, and if 
equivocation and falſchood ſupplant integrity and 
truth. Again, the fair and honourable repute of a 
man is his moſt valuable poſſeſſion: his credit is 
che great inſtrument of his advancement in the 
world, the ſupport of his pretenſions in all his at- 
and the moſt fruitful ſource of ſolace in his afflic- 
tion, and of enjoyment in his proſperity. To in- 
vade” this invaluable right, is an injuſtice of the 
deadlieſt kind. It is a treacherous attempt to ex- 
clude a man from communion with his kind, and 


thereby to prevent him from participating in te 


eommon benefits and advantages of ſociety, Theſe 
natural rights contain the principles of juſtice, from 
which may be derived, by direct conſequence,” a 
ſubordinate rdinate ſyſtem of rights, depending for their 


exiſtence 


176 SERMON x. 


exiſtence on the uſual circumſtances, of ſociety. 
Such are the. ſacred prerogative of the ſovereign; 
and the inalienable liberties of the people - the 
venerable authority of the parent, and the irreſiſtible 
claims of the child the indiſſoluble union of the 
married the tenures of legal poſſeſſion—and the 
privileges of rank: in a word, whatever rights 

nent ü goyerament and view , 4 


- 


gh A ih oonen har wht wit co, 
| This is « a compreraiv Hitam of rights, in 

the powers of, government, arg combined, and 
law have been thrown up as a rampart and defence. 
And every government claims our admiration, as it 
preſerves theſe rights inviolable and ſecure, amidſt 
the claſhing intereſts and adverſe accidents of life. 
But ic muſt, however, he obſerved, chat for this 
purpoſe the mere abſtract conſideration of our na- 
rural rights will not be ſufficient. For though theſe 
are the principles of action, yet in their application 
to the. affairs. of the word, they. are ſo variouſly 
combined and oppoſe, Jo wixed, and Jomeniunes 
| | ang 
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1 with evil, be pure good 
can be obtained, nor evil ſeparated from its co - 
exiſtent good. The inſufficiency of the human 
of right and wrong, and in many inſtances we find 
good and evil, to all appearance, ſo equally divided 
on both ſides, that, to decide the queſtion, we can 
only have recourſe to experience. Hence experi- 
ence may be accounted our ſureſt guide; and thoſe 
who vainly think that they can invent legiſlatures, 
and govern empires, without its aid, will find them - 
ſelves, baffled, in every point, by trifling paſſions 
and events, often ſmall and unnoticed in their be- 
| ginnings, but wide, uncontrollable, en, 
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In no other country, as in this, have the prin- 
| eiples of juſtice" been ſo carefully collected, and ſo 
ſyſtem of the laws, extenſive and complicated as it 
is. And ſuch is the nature of our national charac- 
ter, as formed by an habitual obedienee and regard 
to theſe real rights, and to God, who enabled us to 
diſcover them, that, ſpeaking in general terms, we 
e 1 —— SEPA 
tiality, thik they we it with 2 cheer- 
fulneſs;” and ſubmiſſion.” It is to the long erjoy- 
ment of fuch laws, producing, maturing, preſerving, 
and diftributing the bleſſings of ſociety, and to the 
exerciſe of that ſound ſenſe, -virtuous feeling, and 
religious fear, which ſo much diſtinguiſh the great 
body of the people of this country, that we may 
attribute the indignation which has of late, to their 

n e ici; the; aerated an a input 


aid rapine which France has deliberately commit- | 


ted in her own territory, and wherever elſe her 
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arts have penetrated. And theſe flagitious deeds, 
ſo far from having been extentated by any ſubſe- 
quent acts of juſtice, mercy, and humility, have 
been aggravated by the eſtabliſhment of: the vileſt 
uſurpation and the moſt ferocious deſpotiſm, by 
which the human character was ever yet diſgraced, 
or the human trace oppreſſed; On the other hand, 
it is from the influence of the eternal principles of 
juſtice; that the people of Great Britain have aſſumed 
the commanding and majeſtic charactet᷑ of che re- 
ſtoters of the long loſt tranquillity and honour of 
Europe. It is on theſe principles that they demand; 
not ſo much indemnity for the paſt, as ſecurity fot 
the future; and ſrek, through ſuch prodigious and 
ſelves, nor their allles, but the real Happineſs and 
| fober ptoſpetity of thoſe whom the has been cor 
pelled to call and treat as Ehethies, It is in fup- 
port of the ſame cauſe, in ſupport· of dur deateſt 

rights, that we have ſucceſsfully exetted ourſelves 


in reſiſting our internal enemies, ie who have laboured 8 


N 2 hardihood, 


with unwearied 
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hardihood, to introduce the fame e i fronds 
of anarchy into this country, which have laid France 
in blood and ruin; and that we have arreſted the 
progreſs of rebellion, averted the overthrow. of our 
long tried eſtabliſhments, civil and religious, and 
eſcaped the plunder and deſolation which attend 
all ſweeping innovations. It is by the preventing 
power of theſe principles that our reaſon has not 
been ſophiſticated, nor our hearts corrupted by a 
fooliſh, proud, and ſavage philoſophy : a philoſophy, 
which, we have diſcovered to be as ignorant as it 
is preſumptuous, when it would teach us that go- 
vernrnent can have any other foundations than 
religion and morality: as abſurd as it is ungener- 
ous, When it would induce us to forget our obliga- 
tions to our anceſtors, and diſregard our duties to 
poſterity: as deluſiye as it is barbarous, when it 
would perſuade us to diſplay our courage, by 
braving our conſciences our humanity, by wading 
through blood for ſpeculative and contingent ad- 
vantage; and our juſtice, by trampling on all 
eſtabliſhed rights, At above all, it is by the 
| | inter- 
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intervention of theſe principles that we have not yet, 
by a national act, denied the exiſtence, and defied 

. "the power of our God, refuſed the gracious offers 
bol falvation brought unto us by our Redeemer, and 
haughtily rejected the benign influence of the Holy | 
Spirit: in a word, that we have © walked humbly 
with our God.“ Theſe bleſſings, J repeat it, muſt 
be imputed to the obſervance of the prineiples of 
equity and mercy, tempered by a deep felt ſenſe of 
the weakneſs of man, and the power of God. 
There was a time, indeed, when the minds of 
many men, hurried away by the torrent of new 
doctrines, ſeemed ready to deſert the principles of 
religion and virtue. But we have long had reaſon 
to congratulate ourſelves, that the publie opinion 
has undergone a revulſion, and that by far the 
greater part of thoſe who had been miſled, have 
happily reſolved to return * to the old paths in 
which they had ſo long found xeſt to their ſouls,” 
So entirely, indeed, have the weakneſs, the baſe- 
neſs, and the atrocity of the modern revolutionary 
doctrines been unveiled, that if any man remain 
ert N 3 98 


152 | SERMON x. 
Pan 
his blindneſs, or ſhudder at his wickedneſs, We 


muſt not, however, kelax in our oppoſition to the 


emiſſaries of rebellion and anarchy; fince, as long 
28 there are weak and uoprincipled men in the 
world, ſo long it will be neceſſary to aſſociate in 
defence of good order and religion. One thing, 
nevertheleſs, let us never forget, that we are de- 
fending a righteous cauſe, the cauſe of juſtice, 
mercy, and religion ; and that, therefore, the means 
-which we uſe ſhould be as pure as the ends which 
we would obtain. We are waging war, not with 
perſons, but with principles; and though we may 
be compelled, by a cruel neceſſity, to proceed with 
ſeverity againſt our fellow creatures, let us not, in 
our juſt indignation, forget that we are but inſtru- 
ments in the hands of God, © to whom alone 


_ vengeance belongeth.” 


Finalh, If we 93 unite inc 
zeal, and perfect ourſelves in the diſcharge of the 


great duties inculcated in the text, we ſhall then 
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moſt effectually perform the ſolemn engagements 


into which we have entered, as the vindicators 


of the inſulted rights of humanity, and the guar- 
dians of real liberty, ound morality, and pure 


religion. 
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and HE $AID, A CERTAIN MAN HAD wo sons, 
AND "THE YOUNGER or THEM SAID TO His 

2 FATHER, —FATHER, GIVE ME THE PORTION OF 

' GOODS THAT FALLETH TO ME. AND HE DI- 

VIDED TO THEM HIS LIVING+ bag 


TO ο the parable from which theſe words 


are taken, was principally deſigned by. our 


Saviour to convince mankind of the miſery of de- | 


parting from God, and continuing in a ſtate of 
alienation from him, and at the ſame time to con- 
vey the fulleſt and moſt animating aſſurances of his 
compaſſion towards thoſe who turn to him with 


true penitence, yet it may alſo with propriety and 


advantage be conſidered as exhibiting to us a lively 
picture of the dreadful conſequences of the impe- 
tuoſity and extravagance of youth, and as furniſhing 


ample 
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ample materials for admonition and exhortation 


The parable opens with an account of a certain 


that proud impatience of wholeſome reſtraint, and 


even of the mildeſt authority, and with that eager 
defire of untaſted pleaſure which diſtinguiſh youth, 
demanded bis portion, and haſtened to ſeek in other 


ſociety that happineſs which he knew not bow to 
enjoy under his father's roof. In a diſtant country, 


freed from the troubleſome interpoſition of kinſmen 
and friends, he began his new career of life by ſum- 


moning the various miniſters of pleaſure, and in- 


ſtantly he was ſurrounded by the idle, the profligate 
and deſigning. To their directions he reſigned 
himſelf with implicit confidence, and when by their 
artful adulations they had captivated his affections, 
and lulled his ſuſpicions, they led him on to deſtruc- 
tion an unrefiſting and unconſcious victim. Under 

the influence of ſuch adviſers, his cans | in vice 


was certain and rapid. And ſoon voluptuouſnels 


100k full poſſeſſion of bis foul, ſuppreſſed every | 
- virtuous 
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virtuous adn and noble W and tyranniaed 
with undivided ſway. Every ridiculous humour, 
every. corrupt inclination was gratified as ſoon as ir 
aroſe, and to quiet himſelf in this career of vice 
and folly, all ſerious thought was overpowered by 
N wild uproar, turbulence, and riot. In ſuch a courſe 

of uninterrupted and unbounded extravagance, he 
ſoon waſted his ſubſtance, and experienced a ſad 
 peverſe, * When he had ſpent, all, there aroſe a 
mighty famine in that land, and he began to be in 
want. And he went and joined himſelf to a. citizen 
of that country, and he ſent him into his fields to 
| feed ſwine, and he would fain have filled his belly 
with the huſks that the ſwine did ear, and no man 
gave unto. him.” It is here worthy of remark, that 
in his firſt diſtreſs he returned not to his own land 
and bis father's houſe (his pride was not yet 
ſufficiently humbled) but he choſe rather to make 
himſelf a hired ſervant to a ſtranger and citizen of 
a, remote country. Behgld in this inſtance the = 
force of that ſtubborn pride of heart, which more 
or leſs, prevents us all from frankly acknowledging 
aur miſconduct, and humbling ourſelyes before 
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thoſe whoſe well- meant advice we ad lighted, or 
whoſe 7 ightfol authority we had reſiſted. A hu- 
mitiating Pickure of the perverſeneſs of the human 
diſpoſi tion! In this abject condition, naked and 
deſtitute, preſſed with hunger, and perhaps waſted 
with diſeaſe, how piercing muſt have been” his 
anguiſh, how bitter his remorſe ! Would not ſuch 
reflexions as theſe naturally ariſe in the mind of one 


ſo cireumſtanced 5 Thus then are terminated all 


my fond hopes of that vaſt and unknown happineſs 


which, though ſurrounded in my father's houſe 
with every real bleſſing, 1 vainly pictured to my- | 


ſelf! The puniſhment is ſevere, but jut. 'To 


what a vile and ſordid ſtate am 1 reduced, in com- 


parifon of which the condition of my father's hire- 
lings "is enviable. Alas! how wild has been my 


| career, how empty my enjoyments ! 1 have la- | 


viſhed my time, my talents, my fortune, and my 
health, in purſuit of fleeting pleaſures, which have 


left behind them diſguſt and remorſe, a degraded 
mind and a debilirated body ; and now, in my _ut- 
moſt need, and after every ſacrifice, I am deſerted 
and diſowned by all, But 1 will ariſe and go'unto 


my 
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my ſather, even to my father whom I ſo cruelly 
forſook, and have ſo long neglected. But how 
will he receive me ? With reproaches? I will 
bear them —1 will not complain, for I have de- 
ſerved them I have forfeited my title to be re- 
ceived as his ſon, but perhaps he may entertain me 
as one of his hired ſervants.” Having thus re- 
ſolved, he is withheld by no falſe ſhame, deterted 
by no dread of well-deſerved reproach, but goes 
immediately to his father—and how does his father 
receive him? Not with fiery indignation, nor 
ſullen indifference, nor gloomy reſentment, but 
when he was yet a great way off, his father ſaw 
him, and had compaſſion, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kiſſed him.“ Was there ever interview 
| ſo affecting, ſo mournful, and yet ſo joyful? Wich 
the trueſt delicacy of feeling, and the ſoundeſt Judg- 
| ment, he forbears to oppreſs the penitent with ill- | 
timed advice —he warns not, he threatens. not, 
juſtly concluding that a humiliation ſo ſincere and 
profound, was itſelf a ſufficient ſecurity againſt all 
future irregularity. Nor was this the only diſplay 
"of his tenderneſs—for ng ſooner. had his repentant 
ſon 
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fon faid unto him, * Father, I have ſinned againſt 
heaven, and-in thy fight, and am no more worthy 
to be called chy ſon,” than, preventing all further 
ſpeech, he commanded his ſervants, * Bring forth 
the beſt robe, and put it on him, and put a ring 
on his hand, and ſhots on his feet, and bring hither 
the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat and be 
merry, for this my ſon was dead, and is alive again, 
he was loſt, and is found.” Thus did this moſt 
affectionate parent not only diſperſe the apprehen- 
fions and ſoothe the anguiſh” of his contrite ſon, 
dut alſo inflame his gratitude and confirm his love 
by unlooked for honours and obſervance, Far 
different was the reception his brother gave him: 
as he returned from the field, he heard the ſound 
ol merriment, and learning the cauſe, was ftruck with 

| envy, and could not forbear expreſſing his rele 
ment, that a graceleſs ſpendthriſt, though a return- 
ing brother, ſhould be more joyfully and honour- 
ably entertained, than he himſelf had been at any 
time during a long courſe of ſtrict and woe + 
obedience. By a mean and narrow ſelfifhneſs, ati 


an arrogant boaſting of his own merits, he betrayed 
the 


the ſourneſs and diſguſting auſterity of his virtue, s 
if that can properly be called virtue which is un- 
tempered by charity and love. II afforded, how- 


ever, another opportunity for the father's tender- 


| neſs, whoſe love, it appears, neither the ingratitude 


and neglect of the younger, nor che pride and 
ſelfineſs of the elder ſon could, in the leaft degree, 


diminiſh; for he mildly juſtified his conduct to the 


latter, by affuring him, that his love for him was 
. unabated, and by pointing out to him the propriety 
and mercy of thus receiving his ſon, whom he 
ſtrongly and beautifully repreſented as having © been 
dead, hot. ORIG eben bur 
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guard them from external injury, to which, from 


weakneſs and want of experience, chey are hourly 
expoſed· 
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expoſed. Thien een to them, in this Period of 
their lives, more than in any other, perhaps, con- 
tant oppoſition to their innumerable. little froward 
wiſhes and peeviſh, deſires, for even at theſe tender 
years, children may be benefited by oorrection. 
By well-applied correction, in this their. firſt ſtage | 


ol exiſtence, many of their evil propenſities may be 


checked and ſubdued, their aptitude to receiye in- 
ſtruction in every other period of their lives in- 


_ creaſed, and the labour of educating them well may 


conſequently be leſſened. This appears, during in- 


fancy," to be the principal duty of parents to their 
minds expand—as their paſſions begin to. unfold 


themſelves, and their deſires and propenſities to 
multiply and gather ſtrength, the neceſſity of giving | 
theſe faculties a right direction, and regulating them 

properly, becomes more urgent, and the taſł more 
difficult. The moſt eſſential duty of parents at 
this period, is to impreſs the minds of their children 


Vith a reſpect for their parents and ſuperiors, and 


_ eſpecially with a reverence for whatever relates to 
God and religion, even though at preſent they can 
' * | 


form 


SERMON xi. 193 

form no definite ĩdeas on ſuch ſubjects. Such im- 
preſſions are eſſential to education, and immediately 
a tractable and teachable os 


The chief loftruntents with which parents dus 
_ upon their children are their hopes and fears, 
and to call theſe forth ſufficiently, they muſt apply, 
as occaſion requires, correction and encouragement. 
In the application of theſe, however, there is need 
of great judgment. A due regard muſt be had to 
different times and. circumſtances, and the variety 
of diſpoſitions. The froward and the obſtinate can 
ſcarcely. be laid under too many reſtraints —indiſ- 
criminate and perpetual indulgence to them, or in 
ſome particular caſes, even a relaxation of the ſe- 
vereſt diſcipline will be pregnant with danger. 
But let ĩt be obſerved, that their vivacity muſt be 
checked, their preſumption lowered, and their ob- 
ſtinacy ſubdued, rather by convincing their reaſon, 
than blindly and impetuoufly overpowering their 
will. For if the pareũt merely oppoſes will to will, 
and reſts on the right he has to the obedience of 
the _ preſumption and obſtinacy will only be 

0 | checked 
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| checked for a time, and will-again, when oppor- 
tunity occurs, ſhew themſelves with additional 
ſtrength. The moſt efficacious way of proceeding 
with children of ſuch tempers appears to be, wen- 
ever it can be done with ſafety, after - they have 
received a warning of the bad conſequences of do- 
ing what they are bent upon, and in the pride and 
naughtineſs of youth, that warning has been diſ- 
regarded, to ſuffer them to proceed according to 
their inclination. For when once they have ex- 
perienced the evils which had been pointed out to 
them as the certain reſult of ſuch wilful conduct, 
they will clearly ſee and deeply feel the folly and 
danger of truſting to their own weak judgments, 
and following the bent of their own raſh and un- 
diſciplined wills. And let it be particularly remem- 
bered, that children poſſeſſed with ſuch diſpoſitions, - 
will be always ſtruggling for the ſuperiority, and 
that as often as they obtain the victory, either by 
clamorous importunities, or pertinacious ſullenneſs, 
the authority of the parent will be proportionably 
weakened, and the taſk of governing infinitely. in- 
creaſed, Such conduct too, is as injurious to the 
children, 


| SERMON Xl. 195 


children, as it is deſtruRive of the authority of the 
patent. And here let me aſk ſuch parents, whe- 
ther it is ſo difficult to reſiſt the peeviſh tears and 
whinings of an infant, or the unreaſonable deſites 
of thoſe'of riper years, that important duties muſt 
be facrificed? Is it manly to give way to ſuch a 
weakneſs? Is there any true tenderneſs, any ſound 
judgment in it ?—The ſeverity, however, which is 
here recommended, muſt be tempered with frequent 
inſtances of endearing kindneſs and ſubſtantial marks 
of affection, that the children may not 1mbibe any | 
| 1 diſlike or dread of their parents. 


In regard to the 0 inſtrument of managing 
children, Encouragement this alſo muſt be uſed 
with great foreſight and nice diſcrimination, In 
commending and rewarding their children, parents 
mult be very cautious, leſt they increaſe the natural 
pride and petulance of youth, and leſſen that reſpect 
and deference which it ſo much becomes children 
to ſhew towards their elders. By too frequently 
noticing the virtues, excellencies, and accompliſh- 
ments of children in their preſence, parents will 
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render thoſe attainments leſs uſeful and ornamental, 


by weakening the deſire of their children to increaſe 
them, and by inducing them to make an oſtenta- 
tious and diſguſting diſplay of them. Another 
very neceſſary caution to be uſed by parents in the 
management of this inſtrument of education is, that 
children ſhould not be encouraged in conduct which 
is not indiſputably meritorious. For otherwiſe, 
the diſtinctions of right and wrong will be con- 
fuſed their minds will be turned to purſuits which 
have the ſemblance of virtue without the reality, 
which, in truth, are either barren of effect, or pro- 
ductive of evil. But aſter all, the labour of parents 
will be in vain, if their precepts are not ſeconded 
and confirmed by their oπ¼n examples. The cha- 
racters of parents deſcend like a patrimony to their 
children, and in almoſt every family there appears 
to be a peculiarity of character tranſmitted from 
father to ſon through ſucceſſive generations. Thus 
ſentiment, rather than reaſon, governs mankind, 
and the wiſeſt precept, if it be not recommended 
by the conduct of its author, has little influence on 
men. 


Let 
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Ler it then be deeply impreſſed on the minds 
of all parents, that as they would diſcharge their 
duty to God, their children, and their country as 
they value their own peace of mind, their children's 
happineſs, and their country's welfare, they muſt 
neither neglect nor imperfectly perform this great 
duty of education. For let them be aſſured, that 
their children are in their hands, as the ſeeds either 
of the happineſs or miſery, the proſperity or ruin, 
both of private families and communities of men, 
and that it principally depends upon them, whether 
brighter ornaments and firmer ſupports ſhalt from 
time to time be given to a country, or whether the 
number of its enemies, the ſcourges of private life, 
and the promoters of public confuſion; ruin, and 
diſgrace, ſhall be increaſed. , The truſt is awful, 
but to no other hands can it be committed; and 
as parents are obliged, by the laws of God and 
man, to undertake it, they are alſo obliged, under 
the ſevereſt penalties, to diſcharge it faithfully. Of 
ſuch vaſt importance (and if ever, certainly at the 
preſent period) is it to give a right bias to the 
underſtanding and affections of the riſing genera- 
| | O03 tion, 
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vent them from becoming the dupes of defigning 
and profligate men, and to enable them, with equal 

ſpirit and diſcretion, to defend, as their beſt inherit- | 
ance, all thoſe principles and inſtitutions, religious, 
moral, and ſocial, which have been found, by long 


experience, beſt adapted to produce that degree of 


public and private proſperity and happineſs, which, 
as ſinful creatures, we are entitled to expect, or as 
imperfect creatures, are capable of enjoying. If, 
however, all the exertions of parents ſhould prove 
ineffectual to produce habitual ſubmiſſion and obe- 
dience, let them, whenever their children manifeſt 
the ſlighteſt indication of repentance for having 
deviated from the ftri& line of duty, eagerly hail 
their return to better counſels and better purſuits, 
for thus will they prevent a temporary diſobedience, 

perhaps the reſult of gay and lively ſpirits, rather 
than ſettled depravity, from ripening into con- 
firmed and avowed rebellion. Nor can any parent, 
without the greateſt imprudence and inhumanity, 
refuſe to imitate the example of the father in the 
parable in its full extent; for ſurely to reſiſt the 
1 preſſing 
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preſſing intreaties for forgiveneſs: of their contrite 
children, however aggravating their conduct may 
have been, is both to reſiſt the feelings of nature, 
which, in ſuch circumſtances, will plead againſt 
pride and reſentment, and the dictates of reaſon and 
religion: it is to diſown himſelf to be a parent, a 
man, and a chriſtian: and, in a word, it is to act 
in oppoſition to the precepts and example of God. 


But let us now turn our attention to that part 
of the parable which repreſents to us the conſe- 
quences of an unreſtrained indulgence in ſenſual 
pleaſures. How natural a. repreſentation is the 
whole conduct. of the prodigal of the impetuoſity 
and ſelf-conceit of the young 1 For though, from 
the weakneſs of their reaſon and the ſtrength of 
their paſſions, their views of life are narrow and 
obſcure,” yet are they ever averſe from heſitating 
and prompt to decide. Though totally incapable 
of ſelf· direction, yet how eager” are they to aſſume 
it! With what indecent contempt and unconcern 
do they treat the ſober counſels and mature re- 
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flexions of old 20s ſuſpecting them to originate 
in ſpleen and diſappointment, and in a wiſh to ob- 
ſtruct and contract their pleaſures, and to inſpire 
doubt and diſtruſt, where confidence and reliance 
may ſafely be accorded. Full of this idle con- 
fidence in themſelves, they let looſe their imagina- 
tions, and ſtore their future lives with many a glow- 


| ing ſcene of happineſs. Hence it is that parental 


authority, though exerciſed with never ſo much 
mildneſs, becomes irkſome to them hence is their 
diſregard of all preſent ſober enjoyments — hence 
their eagerneſs to eſcape from all control, however 
ſalutary, and however neceſſary. Inflamed with 
theſe notions, they liſten not to any remonſtrances 

or intreaties, but equally diſregard the ſilent grief | 
of the father, diſdaining to intreat, and unwilling 
any longer to command, and the earneſt impor- 
tunities of the mother, and, like the prodigal, de- 
mand their portion and their liberty. O fatal 
impatience |- to quit the ſecurity and protection of 
parental love, for the uncertain and ruinous delights 
of an unfeeling world! 


It 


SERMON" XI. 201. 


It is common for the young to allege in ſup- 
port of their claims to the government of them - 
ſelves, that it is advanced not from any diſſatiſ- 
faction which they experience under the exerciſe 
of parental authority, nor from any overweening 
confidence in their own ſuperior abilities, nor from 
any expectation of greater happineſs when left to 
themſelves ;' for they know, forſooth, the value of 
their parents! watchfulneſs and care—they know 
and lament their on weakneſs and inſufficiency, 
and they are fully aware of the deceitfulneſs of the 
world into which they are about to enter, and that 
all is vanity and vexation of ſpirit. Such are the 
profeſſed ſentiments of many virtuous and well- 
diſpoſed young perſons at their outſet in life. - Bur 
ie ĩs neceſſary to remind them, that in moſt of 
theſe particulars they deceive themſelves only, for 
perſons who have more knowledge of human na- 
ture and experience in the world will tell them, 
that the deſire of independence is among the firſt 
and ſtrongeſt inclinations of the human heart—that 

it is incorporated with the very being of man, and 
perhaps is neyer totally eradicated; they will tell 
: them, 
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them, that however the young may diſclaim pre- 


ſumption and ſelf-conceit, ſuch. propenſities muſt, 


from the degenerated nature of things and the cor- 


ruptneſs of the human heart, be more or leſs power- 


ful in every breaſt; they will tell them, that their 
acknowledgment of the emptineſs, vanity and vex- 
ation of the world, is either inſincere or ſeif-deeeiv- 
ing, for they know full well that there never was, 
and never will, or perhaps can be, in the raw and 
inexperienced minds of the young, any: thing like 
a ſettled conviction, that the world is treacherous 
and-cruel—that its boaſted pleaſures are empty and 


unſatisfying—or that © man is born to trouble as 


the ſparks fly upwards.” They will tell them, 
that at this period of their lives, be their contempt 
and abhorrence of vice, and their love and admira- 


tion of virtue never ſo ſtrong, their diſcernment 


never ſo acute, and their vigilance never fo active, 
they ſtill will need the provident care and judicious 
reſtraints of their parents, | 


But in what terms ſufficiently forcible will they 
addreſs thoſe who, abſorbed in ſelfiſhneſs like the 
prodigal, 
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prodigal, | ſeek not to diſguiſe nor to control their 
burning impatience to quit the protection of their 
parents, and ruſh to the unreſtrained enjoyment of 
' the pleaſures of the world? Let theſe deluded 
young perſons boaſt of their vivid and exhauſtleſs 
pleaſures—of their freedom from doubt, and care, 
and tyranny—of every countenance brightening at 

their approach—of their preſence being the ſignal 

for joy and merriment—of their happy lot in hav- 
ing found the pureſt and moſt diſintereſted love 
and friendſhip in every one that approached them 
and call on their monitors to retract their ungener- 
ous ſuſpicions and ſurly doubts of a. world moſt 
unjuſtly vilified and cruelly ſlandered; yet, if the 
| ſteady voice of the wiſe and good can be heard in 
this tumult and din of paſſion, their adviſers would 
perſiſt in calmly repreſenting to them the emptineſs 
and infamy of their pleaſures - their abject and 
galling ſlavery the perfidy of their pretended 
friends the hollowneſs of their expectations the 
blighting of the fair promiſe of their youth, and 
the een of their n blaſted by the deadly 
contagion 
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contagion of vice; and in a tone ſtill more im- 
preſſive, would they tell them of their parents 
broken: hearted and bowed down by the weight of 


: ſorrow into an untimely grave. A melancholy 


Keene! but ſuch as too many of us have ſeen veri- 
fied : in which (I ſhudder at the thought) ſome of 
us perhaps may have been actors. They would 
tell them of the inevitable conſequences of ſuch . 
conduct - of the merited rewards of foul ingrati- 
tude and_ unnatural diſobedience—of the world's 
reproach, and the load of infamy never entirely to 
be removed: they would tell them, that the lot of 
the prodigal is · in this world ſcorn, and neglect, and 
hatred, and a ſickly mind in a diſtempered body; 
and in the next, if true penitence atone not for 
their crimes, ſorrow and remorſe, inſufferable an- 
guiſh, and eternal death. 


God grant that every parent may haſten to 


prevent ſuch evils, by diſcipline, inſtruction, and 
example, and that all thoſe children who have not 
ventured too far into the ends regions af 
, wicked- 
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wickedneſs, may liſten to the voice. which calls 
them back, while yet there is compaſſion with 
men, and _ mercy with God—ſo that in the end, 
however the bright proſpect of early innocence may 
have been obſcured by the foul crimes of manhood, 
the brighter ſplendour of returning virtue may 
irradiate the decline of life, and give a joyful earneſt 
of heavenly perfection and endleſs glory. 
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PSALM 19, Verte 3. 


THERE IS NO SPEECH NOR LANGUAGE WHERE 
THEIR VOICE 1s NOT HEARD. 


HE wonders of God in the creation are fre- 
quently the ſubje& of deſcription in the holy 
writings. In the book of Pſalms particularly, they 
are conſtantly enlarged upon with the greateſt 
eloquence, and praiſed with the warmeſt rapture, 
To every reflecting mind, they muſt indeed form 
the moſt convincing proof of the power and good- 
neſs of the Almighty Being. But it is in this as 
in other things, that men, for want of thought and 
conſideration, negle& to employ their minds on 
theſe wonderful works, which ſo nearly concern 
them, and which they are called on to remark with 
the utmoſt attention and diligence. 
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It was once obſerved by a wiſe man, that if a 
perſon ſhould have been bred up in a cavern, ſhut = 
out from the light of day, from his earlieſt infancy, 
and in his riper years taken out of it, and ſuffered to 
behold the glorious light of the ſun, and the appear- 
ance of nature ſo beautiful with curious forms and co- 
laurs, that at a fight fo prodigious to him, he would 
have felt all his foul tranſported with aſtoniſhment 
and delight, and found no words to expreſs the 
overflowings of his joy. But that had he been 
made to underſtand that all this was the work of 
one ſuperintendant Creator, he would have fallen 
down in humble acknowledgment of the wiſdom 
and greatneſs of that wonderful Being. It is not 
poſſible for us, who have been accuſtomed to theſe 
ſights every day of our lives, to be affected with the 
ſame ſtrong emotions of pleaſure at beholding them. 
But it is very poſſible that many, who have hitherto 
ſhut up their hearts, while their eyes have remained 
open, may for once become ſenſible of the mighty 
hand of Providence, when they: contetnplate- the 
wonders of the creation. It is the duty of man 
who is endowed with reaſon and thought, to malce 

N uſe 
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uſe of them in conſidering the works. of that Power 
0 Which he is indebted. for, ſuch, excellent gifts. 

The good effects that will reſult from the perform- 
ance of this duty, are well worthy our attention. 


Cove, adoration, and gratitude, are the feelings 
which naturally ariſe in the mind when 1 it is thus 
employed. Had we among mankind a ſweet and 
obliging friend, who ſhould endeavour. to ſupply 
us with all that we thought it likely we might be 
in want of—who ſhould not be contented with 
merely procuring us the neceſſary means of ſub- 
| ſiſtence, but even contrive to add all that could 
afford us comfort and delight, with what love and 
affection ſhould we regard ſo conſiderate a friend? 
But God in his creation has done all this, and much 
more for us. To him we owe not only all that 


we enjoy in life, but even life itſelf. If we haye, 
by our perverſeneſs and folly; made a bad uſe of 
his gifts, and turned what was intended for a ſource 
of good, into a cauſe of evil, the fault is our own, 
and our love ſhould not, for that reaſon, ſuffer any 
abatement. Our tenderneſs ſhould rather be in- 
ereaſed by ſorrow, that we have ſo abuſed the good- 
PITS neſs 


19 
N 

0 
if 
j 
4 
Fi 
Ly 
4 


Aro  _ SEAMON: ut. 


neſs of our heavenly Father; as would be that of a 


good hearted fon towards his earthly father, if he 
gality and exceſs. We are deſired. by the bleſſed 
Author of our religion, to love God with all our 


foul, with all our heart, and with all our ſtrength. 


But how ſhall we be able to comply with this com- 


mand, if we do not exerciſe our thoughts in fre- 


quent conſiderations of his goodneſs and mercy. 
Ir is not merely by reading the holy ſcriptures, or 


by reſorting duly to a place of worſhip, that our 


hearts will conceive ſufficient love for our Maker. 
We ſhould liſten to that voice which is heard and 
underſtood in every tongue- and every language. 
We ſhould often think in what a kind and wonder- 
ful manner the tenderneſs of God is difplayed, both 

in ourſelves and every thing which ſurrounds us— 


how nouriſhment is provided for all creatures as 


ſoon as they enter the world—how they arrive, by 
degrees, at the exerciſe and enjoyment of their 
ſeveral faculties—how (for man particularly) labour 
is neceſſary to obtain ſuſtenance, and ſuſtenance to 
ſupport labour—how, at laſt, gradually, imper- 
k TY cepuibly, 
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ceptibly, and gently, he ſinks into the decay of old 
age and death. If we would ſometimes call off 
our affections from the low and trivial purſuits of 
the world, and fix them on theſe fair and pleaſant 
objects, the mind would return, greatly purified and 
refined, to the common employments of life, and 
be much leſs expoſed to diforder and unquietneſs | 
from any accidental diſappointment in our po pon 

ark. ” | 


AG acl wr ets a 
Being is ſo nearly joined to that of love for him, 
chat it is almoſt impoſſible to entertain the one 
without the other. We cannot remark any inſtance 
of his goodneſs, without, at the ſame time, being 
convinced of his power. His works are ſo much 
the more wonderful, as the manner in which they 
are effected is totally concealed from and incom- 
prehenſible to us. In any thing that is done by 
the ſtrength and ingenuity of man, the means may 
be diſcovered and imitated by others. The works 
of God are performed in the moſt ſimple and re- 
gular method. The works of man betray his im- 

TS: perfection, 
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perfection, by the laborious and depticions manner 
in which they are executed. Our Saviour made a 


maoſtt beautiful and ſtriking compariſon of a flower 


to a king. It is a ſhort, but ſufficient illuſtration 
to the underſtanding that will attentively conſider 
it, of the excellence of God's wiſdom. Look at 
the lilies of the field, how they grow: they toil 
not, neither do they ſpin, and yet I ſay unto you, 
Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like one 
of theſe.” When a man has reached the greateſt 
height of human happineſs when he has ſurpaſſed . 
all others in the attainment of knowledge and the 
gifts of fortune—when he is ſurrounded with all 
the pomp and magnificence of a throne, he is not 
to be compared to one of the leaſt gaudy of thoſe 
flowers which God has ſcattered in profuſion over 

the face of the earth. The ſtructure of the ſmalleſt 
plant is, indeed, proof enough to evince the divine 
power. But when we raiſe our thoughts to the 
ſyſtem of the univerſe, our aſtoniſhment will almoſt 
be turned into terror, © He hath made the earth 
by his power—he hath eſtabliſhed the world by his 
| ien, and hath ſtretched out the heavens by his 
_ diſcre- 
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diſcretion.” © When, he uttereth his voice, there is 
a multitude of waters in the heavens, and he cauſeth | 
the vapours to aſcend from the ends of the carth= _ 
be waketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth 
the wind out of his treaſures.“ But even theſe 
ſtupendous works cannot give us a ſufficient con- 
ception of Almighty greatneſs. Thou, Lord, 
in the beginning haſt laid the foundations of the 
earth, and the heavens are the works of thine hands: 
they ſnall periſh, but thou remaineſt, and they all 
ſhall wax old, as doth a garment, and as a veſture 
ſhalt thou fold them up, and they ſhall be changed; 
but thou art the ſame, and thy years ſhall not fail.” 
The awe with which we ſhould be ſtruck at coming 
into the preſence of a mighty prince, would un- 
doubtedly be very great, How much greater then 
ought our awe to be, when we think that we are 
continually in the preſence of ſo wonderful a Being, 
of the King of kings, and the Lord of lords, and 
that not only our outward deeds, but even our 
moſt ſecret thoughts are all open to his ſight | 
What a reverence ſhould this create in us! What 

| _P 3 _ a fear 
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a fear of committing any thing that NAP be offen- 
u OE endes ved e be 


eee to our Maker ions | 
incumbent upon us, and ſo eaſily to be inferred 
from the conſideration of his benefits, that it will 

be allowed by the reaſon and heart of every man. 
But it is not enough that we ſhould ſhew our gra- 
titude in word and in thought, but in truth and in 

deed not only in the confeſſion of our obligations, 
but in the performance of our duties. He who 
ſhould declare publickly, that he received great 
favours from another, and yet live in conſtant 
oppoſition and enmity to him, would be thought 
not far removed from the inconſiſtency of madneſs. 
The man who owns that he is indebted to God 
for every thing, and yet is perpetually acting in a 
manner contrary to his known will and command, | 
is guilty of equal folly. It is, however, moſt likely, 
that thoſe who continue to diſobey the divine laws, 


would not- follow their evil courſe, if they would 


er weigh within themſelves all the obliga- 
tions 
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bons they lie under to che divine goodneſs. Hoy 


could they poſſibly find in themſelves the courage 
to uſe any of their powers or faculties, any member 
of their body, or contrivance of their mind, for 
purpoſes diſpleaſing to God, if they remecbered, 
that for the poſſeſſion of every one of thoſe goods, 
ibey had no, other ſecurity chan his favour. The 
reflexion on great and ineſtimable benefits, muſt 


neceſſarily produce gratitude ; and gratitude muſt, | 


in its turn, produce POTEN: to pleaſe and apt 
. the — 


Such are the benefits that ariſe from the con- 
ſideration of the works of the divine power. Let 
me then earneſtly recommend it to you to medi- 
tate on them frequently and deeply. When you 
are alone ſometimes, inſtead of ſuffering your 


| thoughts to dwell on ſubjects of vanity, or on your 


worldly engagements, dire& them towards the 


great fountain of all good. If your eye is at any 
time ſtruck with a beautiful or grand and awful 


appearance of nature, do not forget to refer it to 
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the wiſdom, and power, and goodneſs of its real 
author, and to conſider” how little buſineſs fin and 
| impiety have in ſo fair and excellent a world. If 
your heart is at any time moved with delight or 
wonder at'the ways of Providence, do not neglect 
to encourage in it the ſentiments of love, rever- 
ence, and gratitude, for your kind and gracious 
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LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, BLESS' THEM THAT CURSE 


YOU, DO-GOOD TO THEM THAT HATE. YOU, AND 
PRAY FOR THEM WHICH DESPITEFULLY USE 
YOU AND PERSECUTE YOU, THAT YE MAY BE 
THE CHILDREN OF YOUR FATHER WHICH is in 


'HEAVEN ; FOR HE MAKETH HIS SUN TO 186 


ON THE EVIL AND ON TRE GOOD, AND SEND= 
ETH RAIN ON THE JUST AND ON THE UNJUST. 


HE ſermon ff our Saviour on the Mount, is 


«31.949 


divine wiſdom and love, ſo it far ſurpaſſes every 


effort of human eloquence on the fame ſubject, 
The purity of the precepts which it inculcates, and 


the ſimple energy with which thoſe precepts are 
enforced, are evident marks of its heavenly origin. 


It would be difficult to ſelect any ſingle paſſage 
more 


a compoſition, which, as it was dictated by ' 
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more eminently beautiful, juſt, and ſtriking, than 
the reſt of the diſcourſe. As we peruſe each par- 
ticular ſentence, we muſt pauſe with admiration 
and delight—with admiration, at finding to what a 
ſublime point the dofrines of morality may be 
carried—with delight, at beholding that it is poſſible 
for ſuch perfection to be attained by human nature. 
But it is in vain that we admire and applaud, if we 
do not determine to practice. Our bleſſed Lord 
did not teach to obtain the praiſe, but to purify 
the hearts of men; and thoſe who content them- 
ſelves with commending his doctrines, while theß 
make no change in their lives, when he aſks them 
ſor bread, return him a ſtone. Nan the 


The dats of loving our enemies is, 1 ſear, ane 
of thoſe injunftions which we moſt eaſily concur 
in decorating with the barren homage of com- 
mendation, and with moſt difficulty reſolve to 
honour by the more ſubſtantial tribute of obſerv- 
ance. There are too many who are fo far from 
having attained to this fraternal ſpirit of Chriſtian 
W chat they have not yet learned to view any of 

| their 
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their ſpecies wich regard, but ſuch as are attached 5 
to them by ſome tie of nature, or endeared by pre- 


vious intercourſe of kindneſs, or followed from ſome 


out which human ſociety could not long ſubſiſt, 
| and are of that unpliant ſullenneſs that yields itſelf 


to no tender ſolicitation. From either of theſe de- 
| ſeriptions it would be vain to aſk for a compliance 
with this precept of our Saviour. It would be as 
if we ſuould look for the fruits of autumn before 
vegetation had felt the influence of ſpring ſhowers 


and ſummer ſuns. Le only can be ſuppoſed ca». 


pable of loving his enemies, who has been taught 
by religion to caſt his eyes on all mankind as on 
one family, and the offspring of one parent—who 
can ſeparate their vices and. failings, and from the 
relation they bear to him as brothers, and from the 


conſideration of his own need of pardon at God's' 
hands, gladly reſolve to pardon the offences of 


others. | 
Of all the glorious actions which are related of 
great men, there is nothing which ſo much exalts 
our 
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our opinion of ther as the forgiveneſs of enemies. 
When we are told of particular inſtances of wiſdom 
or valour, we feel, indeed, ſtrong emotions of reve- 
rence and wonder. But for the firſt quality, our 
reverenee is often not mingled with love; and for 
the latter, as ſoon as we conſider its baleful effects, 
our wonder is frequently turned into averſion. It 
in when we behold che hero who is ſuperior to his 
enemy in prudence and in courage, nobly refuſing 
to take the advantage offered by fortune, and diſ- 
miſſing him uninjured from his hands it is, then 
that we love and admire, and that our heart agrees 
to ratify the ſentence which the —— and 
the e ee eee e 


In the life of. David, there i is no action more 
deſerving of applauſe than his conduct towards 
Saul, when chance had pur. chat furious and un- 
grateful. enemy into his power. The deliverance 
of the IGaelitiſh nation from the dread” of the Philiſ- 
tines, had juſtly rendered David a favourite with 
his countrymen. The winning gentleneſs of his 
deportment, and his faſcinating accompliſhments, ; 
had increaſed and confirmed the affection which 

gratitude 
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. —— But in the envious bent 
of Saul theſe. qualities had no influence, or only 
contributed to inflame his jealouſy, ariſing from 
| the ſenſe of ſuperior merit and ſueceſs. The virtues 
ol the young ſhepherd were ſo many crimes in his 
eyes, and that power which had been ſecured by 
the courage of his ſervant, was employed as the 
/ means of his deſtruction. While David is ſoothing 
the diſturbed mind of his maſter with the ſound of 
- muſic; a javelin is caſt at him by the hand of Saul, 
with the intention of ſmiting him to the wall. But 
twice, by the providence of God, he eſcapes from 
nis violence. The love of Michal, the daughter 
of Saul, is then turned to the object of his perdition. 
She is offered to him for a wife; with the condition 
that a hundred Philiſtines be ſlain for her dowry, 
in the hopes that he muſt periſh in the attempt. 
When this effort of refined malice” is unſucceſsful, 
the enraged king endeavours to perſuade his fon. 
Aae the boſom friend of e to 1 "__ 


It is remarked, that e chwarts its 
own purpoſes, and when it is engaged in the per- 
asd petratio n 
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3 evil produces the e 
venting the evil it intends. At the. interceſſion of 
Jonathan, the perſecuted and unoffending man is 
firſt reconciled to Saul, and afterwards, on a freſh 
the ſame faithful friend. After ſome time ſpent in 
all the viciſſitudes experienced by an outlawed wan - 
derer, he takes refuge in a cavern, where he is ſoon 
joined by his father's houſe, and “ by every one 
mat was in diſtreſs, and every one that was in debt, 

and every one that was diſcontented, and by the 
whole tribe of the diſaffected multitude, who were 
rejoiced to put ſo able and fo reſpectable a character 
at their head. But theſe, inſtead of encouraging 


them in rebellion againſt their king, he conducts 


againſt the forces of the Philiſtines. After his re- 
dura from once more defeating this people, be is 
ſearch, happens to come for repoſe into the very 
armed men, are concealed. What an opportunity 
of revenging paſt injuries, and ſecuring himſelf 
trom future danger, and exalting bimſelf to ſuture 

| enminence, 


Das! ( Behold, ery the-men of David, the.day 
- of which the Lord ſaid unto thee, Behold, I Will 
deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that thou mayeſt 


do to him as it eee eee e, b 40 


* Drim at; * Ne f r 


We are told, that eee 


ſion; David aroſe, and cut off the-ſkirt- of Saus 
robe privily; but even for this trifling injury his L 
heart quickly ſmote him, and he ſtayed his ſervants; 
and ſuffered them not to riſe againſt Saul, gaining 
thus a victory over his own reſentment, with which 
defeat of the giant Goliah, muſt fink in the com- 
pariſon, Even the inveterate eruelty of Saul is 
ſoftened by this unexpected inſtance of generoſity: 
he lift up his voice and wept,” and even ſaid to 


the man whoſe liſe he had ſo long purſued, Thou 


me good, whereas I rewarded thee evil. And now, 


Behold, I know well that thou ſhalt ſurely be king, 
— Lirael ſhall be eſtabliſhed - 
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There are none of us who can reaſonably hope 
to ĩmitate thoſe other good actions of David, which 
received their birth from the exalted and dangerous 
ſphere in which he moved; but this virtue of for- 
giveneſs we all of us, in a greater or leſs degree, 

have it in our power to emulate. In the life of 

N every man, there will be occurrences that call for 

its exertion, and he who ſhould flatter himſelf that 

it was poſlible, by any regulation of conduct, entirely 

to eſeape the enmity of mankind, muſt have been 
|  fadlydeceived- in his opinion of the diſpoſitions. of 
his fellow - creatures. However, by a general in- 
c offenſiveneſs, or a ſtudied compliance with the wills 
' o others, the acrimony of oppoſition may be avoid- 
| ed, yer ſome caſual gift of nature or of fortune— 
ſome ſuperiority. of perſonal or intellectual endow- 
| ment or ſome pre- eminence of ſituation in life, 
vill hardly ever fail to provoke that envy and malice, 
an exemption from which is vainly attempted to | 
be purchaſed at ſo dear a rate. And even on the 
5 ſuppoſition, that motives to averſion from every 
one of theſe ſources ſhould be wanting, yet there 
will ſtill be found ſome who will turn this very 
Dt, | harms 


: SERMON. X11, 226 


. of conduct and eaſineſs of temper, by 
' which cenſure and diſlike are deprecated and ſhun- 
nech into a e * d and aer Fe 

— ieee ruſs to — ao enemies, hs 
to be impoſlible, the moſt prudent ſtep to be Pken 
for the ſecurity of our happineis and tranquillity, 
is the forgiveneſs of our enemies. It has been ſaid, 
that revenge is ſweet ; but ſurely ſuch ſweetneſs is. 
chat of the cup, which, while it flatters the taſte 
with deliciouſneſs, conveys a ſecret poiſon that will 
ſoon convulſe the limbs in agony, and cloſe up 
the eye · balls in death. He who gives way to the 
impulſe of juſt reſentment, and gratifies himſelf 
with the momentary joy of cruſhing an enemy, 
will feel in his boſom the ſerpent of anguiſh ſtart- 
ing up from the aſhes of his extinguiſhed paſſion, 
and ſtinging him with unavailing remorſe, It is 
to avoid the danger of incurring theſe dreadful 
chaſtiſers, that every one ſhould ſtrive to encourage 
in his mind an habitual diſpoſition to forgiveneſs. 
Setting aſide the obligation we find'ourſelyes under 

5 n IE ; "I 
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eo of E Wb ob we Gery day ak pape 
for our offences, on the Expreſs terms of not deny- 
ing our pardon to the offences of others, this quality 
| deſerves our moſt ſerious conſideration, from the 
comfort and ſatisfaction it will afford to our own 
breaſts. The peace of that man who knows how 8 
to conciliate a fac by kindneſs, and who, in imita- 
tion of the, gracious Providence that « maketh his 
ſun to riſe on the evil and on the good, and ſendeth 1 
rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt, can extend the 
ſmile of fayour, and open the hand of beneficence 
to thoſe whom he knows to be ill-· affected to him, 
may truly be pronounced to paſs. not only all de- 

N e ef PnN ON TT II * 


lt re is any PR therefore, char can con- 
vert the rough wilderneſs of life into a delightful 
garden, it is this temper and habit of ſoul, which, 
bearing ſome reſemblance to the power of the 
prophet in the wilderneſs, can cover the ſandy 
barrenneſi of indifference with the cheerful verdure 
PIER 61% IK ug 
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of love, and call from the flinty hardneſs of hatred, 
the living waters of affe&tion. 


It is thus that we may hope not only to ſecure 
thoſe hearts which are already attached to us, but 
to gain ſuch as have hitherto felt for us only in- 
difference, and even to win over thoſe who have 
always been accuſtomed to view us with aver- 
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Bur AS WE WERE ALLOWED or GOD TO BE PUT IN 


usr WITH THE GOSPEL, SO WE SPEAK NOT 
AS PLEASING MEN, BUT GOD, WHICH TRIETH 
'-* OUR HEARTS. 


T* goſpel propoſes the moſt perfect rule of 


action which we can ſuppoſe man to be capa- 
ble of purſuing, both in the example of its bleſſed 
Founder, and in the whole tenor of its precepts. 
Other religions have betrayed the ſecret of their 
human origin, by a baſe compliance with ſome of 
the worſt propenſities of nature, or by a conformity 
to the local prejudices and habits of mankind. The 
one or other of theſe deſects is _diſcoverable in all 
the various modes of Pagan ſuperſtition. - Eyen 
the Jewiſh diſpenſation, if its, divine authority had 


x Ley > £ 


| 
— —˙ . Lg * 


— 


15 
* 
* 
kt 
4 
1 
$1 
! 
ow 
* 


230 SERMON XIV. 2 

not been clearly vindicated by ſubſequent events, 
might have been ſubject, in ſome inſtances, to the 
ſame imputation. Not f6 the religion of Chriſt. 
Superior to all temporizing conſiderations, it reſts 


its baſis on the” Etkfnal and in wariable principles of 


| moral excellence, It diſdains to enter into any 
terms with folly or with vice. Confident of its 


divine ſupport, it claimed from the firſt moment 


| of i its inſtirution an unreſerved empire to reaſon and 
virtue over the hearts of its. followers. And as 
none of its injunctions are ſtrained beyond the reach 


of human attainment, ſo it juſtly demands a full - 


ind entire Perforitiance of their all. * 


a. en theſe feſſections on the aiſtinguithing 


rider if th goſpel, it is not difficult to deduce = 


otie correſponderit duty of its teachers © of thoſe 
wis ate all wedl to be pur ih truſt with it of God. 
It föllows as" fatural conſequence, that in the 
energetic lafgunge of the Apoſtle, “they Mould 
ſo ſpeak not A8 pleaſing tnen, but God, which trieth 
"their hearts,“ that in all their exhortations they 
Wobld maintain the ſatne undleviating rectitode, 


the 


\ 
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| the ſame ppright exatneſs, | the ſame, honqurable 
 difdain of all conceſſions to the paſſions and humours 

of men, that ſo, conſpicuouſly mark the doctrine 
which they proſeſs to interpret. In the exerciſe of 
the other purſuits in life, an occasional aceommo- 
dation, if not to the vices, yet at leaſt to the foibles 
of mankind, may be requiſite, and, perhaps, ſome- 
times laudable. It is che happy privilege; of a 
miniſter of the goſpel, alone, that the track of hi 
profeſſion. is ſo far from leading him aſide into the 
mazes of artifice and diflimulation, that it preſcribes 
the contrary line of conduct as an eſſential duty, 


and points out to him that courſe of frankneſs and 


ſimplicity, which is ſo delightful to an honeſt mind. 
Truth need never falter on his lips. He has 
nothing to fear from an inconſiderate warmth on 
the ſide of equity. He lies under no neceſlity of 
employing a mean vigilance to avoid giving offence 
to the captious, or a myſterious concealment to | 
elude the ſearch of the inquiſitive. , He may, with- 
out the affectation of ſingularity, proteſt againſt the 
contagion of faſhion, hen its dictates are not con- 
ſonant to thoſe of morality and reaſon, His object 


4 . 


TT | 
is ever the ſame, and ever before him, open, firm, 

and unalterable, as the great and important truths 
of the religion he inculcates. Such are the ad- 
; vantages connected with the exerciſe of the holy 
function, and which it muſt argue a great depra- 

vicy to fore go ſor any motives of worldly intereſt.. 

But if the intrinſic love of truth is not a 
ſulficicnt*perſualive to rigid ſincerity and manly 
confidence” i in the firm ſupport of religious pre- 
cepts, however contrary to the inclinations of 
men, there is another argument ſtill more cogent 
for adopting theſe principles. It is implied i in the 


| words of the text, * as we were allowed to be put 


in truſt with the goſpel.” A truſt is at all times a 
facred thing. To betray what is confided to our 
charge, muſt be conſidered as the greateſt proof of 
moral corruption, The maſter who found the 
talent, which, on his departure, he had committed 
- 40 his ſervant, buried in the earth when he returned, 
Was highly and juſtly incenſed at ſuch an inſtance 
of thoughtleſs negligence. How much more vio- 

lent would have been ART had that talent been 
; employed 
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employed in bad/uſes. '- OF-all true, that of the 
word of God is evidently the moſt important that 


can be depoſited with man. To be ſupine and in- 
different in the care of it, is highly culpable to 


peruvert and: accommodate it to undue purpoſes, 
. dreadfully criminal. So that he who ſpeaks as 


pleaſing men, who excuſes and palliates their vices 


and weakneſſes, with the view of conciliating human 
favour, or deprecating human reſentment, will be 
regarded as one of the baſeſt apoſtates from his 


duty to God. In the ancient prophecies, the ſe- 
vereſt denunciations are uttered againſt thoſe pro- 
phets and prieſts, who, by the ſmoothneſs of their 


deceits, ingratiated themſelves for a time with the 


1 


they might have ſaved both them and themſelves 
from deſtruction, at the mere hazard of a tranſient 
| perſonal inconvenience. © Therefore I am againſt 
the prophets, faith the Lord, that ſteal my words 
every one from his neighbour. Behold, T am 
againſt the prophets, faith the Lord, that uſe their 


words, and fay he faith.” The menaces of divine 
xp | | wrath 


people, whom they led on from deluſion to ruin, 
| when, by a more candid expoſure of their dangers, | 


— 
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wrath may juſtly be dreaded by all, who, proſeſſing 
to | enforce the language of truth and virtue, 38 
| promulgated by holy writ, deſcend ſo low as either 

to debaſe it wich a mixture of error, or by a ſhame- 
Ful conde ſcenſion to paſs over in ſilence the de- 
teſtation it expreſſes of any particular vice. The 
offene is aſſuredly of a very grievous nature. It 
adds to the individual crimes of the traitor and the 
fyoophant, a large portion of the guilt of choſe who 
are Julled inte a fatal ſecurity in their fins, and 
remain unawakened to conviction and amendment. 
The man who removes the land- mark of his neigh- 
bour, does him but a trivial injury, in compariſon 
ol him who confuſes in his mind the limits between 
truth and falſehood, and ſuffers him to overlook 
the eternal boundary by which vircue is ſeparated 
from vice. Woe unto them that call evil good, | 

and good evil—that put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet 
or bitter. As the fire devoureth the ſtubble, and 
che flame conſumeth the chaff, ſo. their root ſhall 
be as rottenneſs, and their bloſſom ſhall go up as 


Never 


6— ñà—— en the wait; 


and ſteady advocate for the pure doctrines of reve- 
lation. When he knows of any fault to which thoſe 


| who hear him are moſt prone, the ſin that moſt 
eaſily beſets them, againſt that quarter he levels his 
moſt powerful attack. When he ſuſpects any latent 


vice or folly, thither he directs his keeneft ſearch, 
No circumſtances of time or place will reſtrain him 
from aſſerting boldly and unequivocally any tenet 


of Chriſtian morality. By the infallible meaſure | 
of the goſpel, he eſtimates the ctiminality of every 

ſpecies of vice. By the perſect rule of Chriſt, he 
pourtrays the lineaments of every {pecies of virtue. 
No motive of fear or hope can deter him from 


urging on his hearers, whoever thoſe hearers may 
be, the exact performances of their ſevereſt duties, 
the uncondicional renunciation ue 1 fa- 
vourite ew.” 


e e GIG 
eee e, precepts, that 


when too much is exacted, there is a chance that | 


ING will „ and that men are rather 


driven 
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— than prompted to exertions | 


* by che "fight of unattainable perfection. This ar- 


goument, however, if it has any force on the point 
in queſtion, is equally concluſive againſt the cauſe 
of Chriſtianity" itſelf, ſince our bleſſed Lord exhibit- | 
ed a pattern of moral excellence in his whole con- 
duct, which it is the ſpirit of our religion that his 
followers ſhould endeavour to imitate. But a little 
conſideration is - ſufficient to evince its fallacy. It 
will be allowed, that perſeverance in any ſin, how- 
ever inconſiderable (if any ſin can be deemed in- 
conſiderable) is extremely dangerous to the great 
cauſe of ſalvation. It is not, indeed, in the nature 
of che human mind to ſtop at a certain point of 
vice. Wherever the ſmalleſt tendency to a bad 
inclination is diſregarded, there is fear that the evil 
may ſpread, other humours hitherto unſuſpected 
gather to the ſame head, and in time the whole 
mas be contaminated. It is therefore evidently the 
part of the ſpiritual phyſician to watch the ſlighteſt 
indications, to arreſt the firſt progreſs of an evil 
propenſity, and not out of a miſtaken tenderneſs 
co neglect probing the wound till it become fatal, 
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and "aſt the much of his Grit There is real kind- 
_ neſsin pointing out the danger as ſoon as any ſymp- 
_ toms of it appear, and in the. reſolute application 
of ſome timely ſeverity, which may prevent the 
increaſe of the diſeaſe, and ſuperſede the neceſſity 
of more violent, and, perhaps, leſs efficacious re- 
medies. If the | patient. ball. ſhrink from the 
operation, and be leſs willing to ſuffer; tranſient 
pain than laſting torment, the blame, as well as the 
danger, will attach to himſelf. That men will 
generally be driven from their, duties by too high 
a demand on them for efforts of ſelf-denial,. or diſ- 
pirited at the view of excellence, which they cannot 
reaſonably hope to equal, is a weak and groundleſs 
apprehenſion. The fault leans commonly to the 
other ſide. They are much more apt to pauſe on 
their way, becauſe they are too well ſatisfied with 
the progreſs they have already made, than becauſe 
they are diſcouraged by an opinion of their inability 
to proceed farther. Or if there are ſome minds 
that are held back by diffidence, or caſt doyn by 
| deſpair, this is no reaſon why the precepts of virtue 
ſhould loſe any of their force and ſtrictneſs. There 
are 
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are Head os daddy wives bs 
treated. The ſeverity of religious commands may, 
indeed; on many occaſions be ſoftened, without the 
leaſt relaxation of their authority. An affectionate 
mildnefs of manner, as it is oſten the happy inſtru· 
ment of reclaiming the perverſe, is always the 
ſureſt means of encouraging the timid. The awful 
fart of religion is not leaſt attractive when it wears 
the tender ſmile of maternal affection. Here it 
would be inexcuſable not to mention another cor - 
rective of this ſeverity; But the uſe and advantage 
of living example are too plain to require 0 
Nee ere ee to need eee e ** 


eee of God's word; Iam eee ee 
correlative duty in his hearers. If the former is 
enjoined to ſpeak boldly, the latter are of courſe 
expected to liſten patiently. Nothing is more 
glaringly evident than the folly of thoſe who take 
offence at the exhortations and rebukes whieh are 
delivered in the exerciſe of the miniſterial function. 

If they wiſh to conceal in themſelves ſome defect 
F wel 
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or viciouſneſs, their ſoreneſs betrays a direct avowal 
of the very imperfection which they would be glad 
to deny. If "they are ſenſible of their fault, and 
make no ſeryple of owning it, it is ſurely gratitude, 
and not reſentment, that is due for perſuaſions and 
arguments to induce them to abandon what they 
themſelves acknowledge to be wrong. But it is 
the property of vice and error, as to make their 
victims miſerable in other reſpects, ſo particularly 
to render them impatient of truth. They have 
loved darkneſs rather than light, for the plain rea- 
ſon, becauſe their deeds are evil. Let every man, 
therefore, obſerve, that at the moment he begins 
to be diſguſted by religious advice, he may then be 
aſſured he has the greateſt need of it. Should 
reaſon not be entirely diſpoſſeſſed by ſin, he will 
then accept the medicine, however nauſtous, and 
he will certainly bleſs inſtead of cutfing the hand 
which is ſtretched out to adminiſter t. 

To conclude—If ever there was a time When 
ſtrictneſs and an upright confidence were requilite 
in the preachers of the goſpel, as well as-patience 
; and 


| 
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| and docility i in their hearers, 161 
particularly demands of each to fulfil: cheſe their 
reſpectiye parts of duty. The dangers with which 
we are threatened by an active and powerful for, 
muſt prompt us to uſe every kind of exertion in 
our defence. To thoſe with whom Providence has 
entruſted the reins of government, it belongs, to 
repel violence by courage to counteract fraud by 
circumſpection — and to quell treachery with puniſh- 
ment. Theſe are means of exertion highly neceſ- 
ſary and expedient in their way. But there are 
others alſo which may not leſs avail us. Obedience 
to the divine commands, manifeſting itſelf by purity 
of conduct, and by ſubmiſſion. to the decrees of 
heaven, will be our beſt bulwark. Without this, 
ſucceſs is dangerous, and with it, even adverſity is 
not to be dreaded. That thoſe with whom we 
contend have been poſſeſſed by a fatal ſpirit of im- 
piety, which is the ſource of thoſe mad acts which 
they have ſo long been engaged in perpetrating, it 
; is no preſumption to aver, ſince it has been proved 
| beyond a doubt, that to extirpate Chriſtianity from: 
the earth, was a favourite ſcheme with thoſe wretch- 
oh oe DoD ed 
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ed men who are now contemplated as models of 
perfection by our deluded enemy—their wild doc- 

trines, or rather delirious ravings, followed with 
1mplicit credulity, and their extravagant theories 
executed with blind enthuſiaſm. The ſight of ſuch 
infatuation, as it muſt ſtrike our hearts with a mix- 
ture of pity and horror, ſo it ſhould inſpire them 
with an earneſt reſolution to adhere to the contrary 

ſentiments of ſober piety and rational virtue. Im- 

preſt with a deep ſenſe of our dependence on a 
© . ſupreme Being, and convinced of the neceſſity of 
preſerving inviolate our relative duties with reſpect 
to our fellow creatures, in maintaining theſe, let us 
ſeek for order, regularity, and comfort, as far as 
they are attainable in this tranſitory world, and by 
them let us aſpire (through the merits of our 
Redeemer) to complete and evoke happincls 
in the world to come 
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Preacbed at Great 86 on | the occasing 17 a ; painted 
Window, executed by Mr. Eginton, being precented 
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HAYE THOU RESPECT UNTO run PRAYER OF THY 
Fw SERVANT, AND TO HIS SUPPLICATION, o LORD 
"MY GoD, TO HEARKEN UNTO THE CRY AND 
T0 THE "PRAYER, WHICH THY SERVANT PRAY= 
+ BTH BEFORE THEE To-DAY: THAT THINE EYES 
MAY BE /OPEN,, TOWARD THIS, HOUSE. NIGHT 
AND DAY, EVEN TOWARD THE PLACE OF WHICH 
THOU HAST SAID MY NAME SHALL BE THERE. . 


HEN Solomon had completed the building 
and decoration of the temple, he aſſembled 
all the men of Iſrael, that they might join with 

| him in offering homage to the Almighty, and in- 
one ME on. For ie would haye been a 


* 
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vain toil and uſeleſs expence which he had incurred, 
if God had not approved and ſanctioned his endea- 
vours. It would have availed little that he had 
ſubdued his revolting ſubjects, diſcomfited hoſtile 
powers, and conſolidated foreign alliances, that he 
had offered a thouſand ſacrifices, and obtained [from 
heaven the incomparable gilt of wiſdom: his power 
and ſagacity, aided by the co-operation of neigh- 
bouring princes, and the ingenuity of choſen and 
unequalled artiſts, would have effected nothing, if 
God's will had not previouſiy deſignated him for 
the office of building the promiſed ſanctuary, and 
if, during the progreſs of the work, God's. bleſſing 
had not. reſted on his labours. , But the ſeal of his 
ſucceſs was the manifeſtation of the divine preſence 


at that ſolemn moment, when upon his knees on 


the brazen ſcaffold, with his, hands ſpread out to 
heaven, in the midſt of the whole nation united with 
him in prayer, he finiſhed his interceſſion before 
the altar of the Lord. For then © the fire came 
down from heaven, and conſumed the burnt offer=. 
ing and the ſacrifices, and the glory of the Lord ſo 

filled the houle, that the prieſts could not enter 

7 - becauſe 
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becauſe of i,” and the people ſunk under the ſenſe 
of the approaching Deity, and bowed themſelves 


with their faces to the ground upon the pavement, 
and worſhipped and praiſed the Lord, ſaying, * For 


ee OT Soo ut 2} als, 
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| There 1 not e e who, N 


live in the midſt of ſenſible objects, and may eaſily 
diſcover that the deſigus of God are carried on by 
viſible agents, by the actions of men, and the uſual 

courſe of events, and that religion has in all ages 
been aided and promoted by having the paſſions 
and ſenſes engaged in its favour, yet would perſuade 
' themſelves that they ought to live like ſpiritual 


beings in the midſt of a material world, and to 1. | 
Io themſelves no outward helps of devotion. And 


if men fully poſſeſſed the. purity which the Chriſtian 
religion requires, ſuch aſſiſtances might be diſpenſed 


with, in the ſame manner as the ruder inſtruments _ 


which are uſed in the inſtruction of children are 
thrown aſidè in the days of maturer knowledge. 


Certainly it muſt be granted, that the difference 
between the means of grace uod ges iff, \is'as.. 
2 1 eſſential 
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efſential as that between matter and its form but 
then reaſonable and conſiderate men perceive, that 
grace is now to be obtained, not by an immediate 
gift of God, as in the days of the apoſtles, but by | 
the ſober. and diligent uſe of certain means, which 
have been authoritatively appointed. Out of things 


indifferent (I might ſay, if it were neceſſary, out of 


things evil) in themſelves, God can bring forth 
good, and not only can do ſo, but in the uſual order 
ol things,” acts by ſuch methods. He-dwells in 
the upper regions of the uniyerſe, from which he 
beholds all things here below, and with unerring 
vwiſdom and gracious providence, controuls the af- 
fairs of human life, and makes every created object 
contribute to his glory, by promoting man's ſalva- 


[vs this hentbolent intention, i 3 
P to raiſe that magnificent temple, which 5 
was the delight of all beholders, and the bare de- 
 ſeription of which muſt have filled al thoſe who 
cannot have been admitted to the ſight of it, with 


; n Not that the > ns and ſilver, the 
| precious 
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| precious ſtones, the cedar and the fir-tree, the grace 


and ſublimity of the architecture, and all its innu- 


*. 


merable and gorgeous decorations, were in them - 


ſelves valuable in the ſight of God but that by 
theſe external charms the paſſions of men were 


influenced, and the wavering and inconſtant Iſraelite 
allured from the ſervices of idolatry, and confirmed 
in the worſhipping of the one true God in his ap- 


pointed temple at Jeruſalem. We know that 
ſcripture, faith, «| the Moſt High dwelleth not in 


temples made with hands. H eaven is his throne, 


| and earth is his footſtool. What houſe will they 
build for me, faich the Lord, or what is the place 


of my reſt? Hath not my hand made all things ?” 
We know that the partition wall of rites and cere- 


| monies, which ſeparated the Jewiſh, people from 
the Gentile world, is thrown down, and that the 
types of our Saviour are now fulfilled, and the 


ancient ordinances ſwept away. Yet, on the other 
hand, to prove that the uſe of externals is not to 


be entirely diſcarded from religion, we might avail 


ourſelves of various texts of ſcripture, and, indeed, 


* diſcover it by the plain deductions ol common 


„ ſenſe. 
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ſenſe, — ſenſe tells us that the bollding, 


the preparation, and adornment of God's houſes are 


beneficial, becauſe ' thoſe. perſons who employ a 
port of their fortune and talents in ſuch purſuits, 
perform, in a certain meaſure, their 2 22 to _ | 
F boats e nt enn 
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| ©" They petform their duty to God, balls the 
expence and trouble which they thus pi iouſly under- 
take, are ſtrong, legible, and permanent teſtimonies 
of their gratitude to him, their adoration of him, 
their reſpect and reverence. By ſuch acts, they 
pay the moſt acceptable homage which can be, 
mort of a good life and an unoffending conſcience. 
In the intercourſe of men, if any perſon would | 
teſtify to another his thankfulneſs and love, he does 
it by ſome valuable gift: if a faithful ſubject would | 

evince his loyalty to his prince, it is by ſome pre- | 

cious offering or perſonal ſacrifice. And if fuch 
be the beſt method of recompencing an earthly 
benefactor, who, perhaps, has enabled à fellow- 
creature to acquire the periſhable riches of the 
earth, or preſeryed his life * imminent deſtruc- 
tion, 


' 


tion; which ſoon may be laſt-by: a more fatal acci - 


dent or led him through the dangers of infancy 
and itdexperience, and brought him up to man's 


eſtate, that is, to a ſeries of wearineſs, diſappoint- 


ment, and miſery (for ſuch, alas! is human life} 


or; at the very beſt, has infuſed into his darkened 


ſoul a ray of religious hope and conſolation, Which 
may ſoon be obſeured by the black ſuggeſtions of 
infidelity and deſpair: Surely then this, if it be the 


beſt method of expreſſing gratitude in ſuch caſes, 


ſhould alſo be adopted towards our heaveniy Bene- 


 fiftor, our King, our Father, our God, ho 


created us, who preſerves us, who leads us on to 


eternal happineſs 1. Surely the gold is not in er- 


pended which promotes the glory of ſuch 2 Being 
—furely the talent is not miſapplied, which is thus 


uſed, like the treaſures of Solomon, ct to beautify the 


plate of the ſanctuary of the King of king 
make the place of his feer glorious.” Such kind” - 


of bounteous expences, ſays the illuſtrious Hooker, 


have a natural conveniency, fince thereby we not 
only teſtify our chearful affection to God, which 
thinks nothing too dear to be N about the 

| furnicure 
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furniture of his ſervice, but give teſtimony to the 
world likewiſe of bis almightineſs, whom we honour 
with the chiefeſt of outward things, as being of all 

dings himſelf incomparably- the greateſt. To ſet 
forth the majeſty. of kings, his vice-gerents here 

| below, the moſt gorgeous and rare treaſures that 
the world can afford are procured, and can we 
ſuppoſe that God will be pleaſed to accept, what the 
e vn 2 diſdain ? 4 


They Haag in the ſecond 45g heic duty 
to their neighbours, for, as the fame author goes 
on to obſerve, “Though the true worſhip of God 

be to God in itſelf acceptable, who reſpects not ſo 
much, in what, place, 2 with what affection he is 
ſerved : yet manifeſt it is, that the very majeſty and 
holineſs of the place where God is worſhipped, , 

, hath, in regard of man, great virtue, force, and | 

| | efficacy, as as ĩt is a ſenſible help to ſtir up devotion, 
and in that reſpect bettereth, no doubt, his holieſt 
and beſt affections of that kind.” T hey, therefore, 
that add to the decency and beauty of holy places, 


do, much toward recalling the * and increaling 
the 


% WW. 22 


en belie ver: for any one that 
His taken obſervation of the motives by which men 
are uſually governed, muſt perceive that where the 
paſſions and ſenſes are previouſly flattered, much of 
the labour of perſuaſion is prevented, and that a 
favourable prediſpoſition will effect more than long 
admonition and the ſoundeſt arguments. The ima» 
gination and ſenſes may indeed be abuſed and 
engaged on the wrong ſide: the licentious and de- 
hgning: Lp" e the. net, and 
avail themſelves eee e 

reaſon is there that thoſe inſtitutions which are 
formed according to the principles of truth, and 
have gained the approbation of the good and judi- 
cious part of mankind, ſhould alſo be cloathed in 


| dignity and majeſty, that they may command the 


relpect and reverence of the undiſtinguiſhing mul- 
titude. Nor ſhould we call that feeling a weak - 
neſs, if, when we enter into one of thoſe magnificent 
and awful fabrics, conſecrated to religious ſervices, 
which in ſo many paris of this land rear their vener- 
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able forms, and when we behold the“ udjtocks 
decorations of the place, and the decency and dig- 
nity reighing in every part, we are led imper- 
ceptibly, as it were, to the contemplation of that 
Being, who, in the temple of the heavens; liſtens to 
the adoration and praiſe of his holy angels, and of 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and of inflints 
who have died in their innooence. So far from 
accounting this a feeling of ſuperſtition or enthug 
- fiafm (I mean when it is duly limited) it may be 
ſuppoſed, on the contrary, that they who can ſtand 
unconcerned in ſuch a ſcene, muſt either have ſome 
bad paſßons in their hearts which prevear Wee 
from entering i into the more refined pleaſures, or 
muſt be poſſeſſed with the abſurd vanity of ſome 
— philoſophers of old, who would have [perſuaded 
themſelves that they were ſuperior to the paſſions | 
and inirmities of their fellow-creatures, or, at leaſt; 
that they muſt have hearts of impenetrable texture, 
and incapable of admitting the finer feelings of 


| human nature. Such apathy is the very reverſe of 


the pious rapture of the Pſalmilt, O how amiable 
Bo 1 3 FO (. 
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(ys he), are thy dwellings, thou Lord of Hoſts; 
my ſoul hath a deſire and . d into che 
ct of he Kd 0 n ni bebe e 
* Moreover, independently of the "OR 
tages which may be derived from the decorous 
embelliſnment of the buildings appropriated to 
religious worſhip, particular uſes may be made, in 
many inſtances, of the ornaments themſelves. Of- 
tentimes the moſt ſtriking events recorded in ſarred 
of the artiſt. Thus the deeds of holy men are, as it 
were, re- acted in the moſt natural and lively reſem- 
| blances, and even the agony, the humility, the love 
and fortitude of our Redeemer, become preſent to 
our imaginations and familiar to our feelings. And 
thus that effort“ of the painter's ingenuity which 
has given occaſion to the preſent diſcourſe, will, I 
truſt, be the permanent ſource of pious" thoughts 
and virtuous mh to us, who, on every re- 
N 150154 — X17 


* The ſubject of the e is an Angel en the. 
Spirit of a Child into the preſence of the Almighty, taken from 
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turting Sabbath, Thal ella i and to our 
poſterity who ſhall hereafter ſucceed into our places. 
Jeſus Chriſt ſaid in a tone of diſpleaſure to his 
diſciples, who would have rebuked them who 
brought young children to him, “ Suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto me, and forbid. them not, 
for of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven. Can we 
then look upon the repreſentation. of a child 
(like one of thoſe who were taken into the 
preſence of the Deiry by an holy angel, without 
enquiring” whether we bear ſuch qualities in our- 
ſelves, as will render the future condition of thoſe 
who have „ "hat happy and 3 
offenſiveneſs and eee 
we not father need, . when we read in them the 
ſtory of our own infancy, and conjecture what thoſe 
days were which we cannot remember, ta ſigh when 
we ſee what innocence we have outlived ? Children 
are like to Adam before his fall : they are „ 
becauſe they have known no evil, and have not ; 
taken meaſures, by fin, - to be acquainted with 

e "ny. 


If we would follow it, we muſt retrace the ſteps 
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miſery.” Children are che Chriſtian's example.” 
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5 by which we have wandered from our eariy virtue: 


9 


ve muſt become again new- born in righteouſneſs, 


| their duty to themſelves. _ 


a good turn to their neighbours, ſerve their own, , 
intereſt, and uſe their calent benefieially to them 


and, with regard to wickedneſs, * our 
childiſh INT , n 5 


* 


(gen the Wald: any. thoſe ki "er" 
forming no mean ſervice to their neighbours, who 


| allure them to their good, and throw every inno- 


cent delight into the ways of religion, which, not- 


withſtanding, will appear thorny enough. tha, Who 


D gorame, op Oh ommgenernne en 
hearts. | n * 2 * 
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e 
Tbey allo, in the third place, are diſcharging 
And, unqueſtianably, 
whoever render due worſhip to God, _ | 


ſelves. And whether that part of their fortune 


which is not conſumed in procuring the neceſſaries 


and en of liſe, nor diſtributed in charitable 


olfiges, nor devoted — children 


$: . of 
| og 


hee have eſpecial & 


1 behold them ſacrilegiouy devoted th * my” 


eee, nen av. 


of their houfchold-—wbether that portion of their 
fubſtance which might otherwiſe be waſted in un- 
meaning and criminal profuſion, would not be 
better realized in this manner, and, in the words of 
the ſcriptbife, . lent to the Lord,” let any one judge. 
Every man is certainly accountable for the diſpoſal 
ol the riches, and the exerciſe of the talents, which 


| Have fallen to his lot; and tough dhe mere giving 


of alms, and the munificence of thoſe who decorate = 
God's houſes, will not compenſate. for any want of 


A charity and righteouſneſs, much leſs wipe away 


*fins a die and enermity; yet they will, if 
| on e principles, be a Juſt, charitable, pa 

2 ious diſpoſition of their ſuperfl ies, 
and cc ill 3 meet a 2 reward, 


9 . proves the werte of 15 
acdion in all peng of e world; but at this criſis 
to look upon them as meri- 
torious. For ſo from perceibibg a ſpirit of 
reverence towards the temples of God prevalent in 
Chriſtendom,” we may behold churches deſegrated | 
and converted to uſes the moſt. profane we may 
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of the; ſtatues of the avgwed contemgers, the im- 
Pious blaſphemers, and.deſperate foes of revealed 
religion. Mythological legends againifalicit be- 
be, images are dedicated 10 abſtract Meas, idols 
would ſtand like Dagon. before God'Mgltar,, Bur | 
che tumultuous wickedneſs of man is of little avail. ; 
againſt the fill. and immutable counſels of Go. 
Such gods, like that falſe one of the Philiſtings, 
cannot long ſtand where the ark of the true God 
has reſted. Even already we haye reaſon to hope, 
that in the land where theſe enormities a bana 
pened, religion will ng 
| . Sug and the « temples, of 


io another country, it b 
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can afford, to expect, that if we pray wich the 

folemnity and ardour of Solomon, a like bleſſing 

will attend this humble houſe of prayer, as dwelt 

upon the e high - temple” of Jeruſalem : not indeed F 

that the Whry of the Lord ſhall TOR 1 ; 
en ts enable us to Where 'thoſe'conilitions 

on which alone we can hope for his countenance | 

and favout, his „ bleſſing and protection. On the 
ther hand, when God hallows this building with s 
his inviſible preſence (as we verily believe he does | 

Fe this moment, fince all OF univerſe cannot con- 

tain him, b. but every particle of is filled with 
. remember, chat e 4 
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a bye-word among all people: and at | this- houſe, 
which is high, every, one that. paſſeth by it ſhall be 
aſtoniſhed and ſhall hifs, and they ſhallyfay, Why 
hath the Lord done thus to this land and this houſe ? 
And they ſhall anſwer, Becauſe rheyiforfook * 
Lord their Gad. Such a = denne and 
ſuch a threat of wing of God from his 
people, is of N Arcadful import, tha pers 
may at firſt appear. For if ever religion ſhall be 
extinguiſhed among us, then fare wel to all wiſdom 
and knowledge —all honeſty and good faith—al! me” 
love and happineſs : en ſhall the foyngations * & 
ſociety be torn up—then ſhall the order of the 
world be out o Sebür then ſhallfhaps/coime 
© Maio, and darkneſs, moral and ns tag ober. 
. The! iniſerable inhabjeancs of the earth. 2 
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of the patrol, and the, "in uity and ſkill of 
artiſt, have rendered the” church of God decent 
beautiful, make the fall uſe of ſuch advantages; . 
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* you are here, let thoſe, ons which 
de prodoced by the fill: of mA, tend all to pro- 
mot the glory of e gn your admira · 


| tion, but be careful-chat you f it on the right 
2 on Od, who alone can inſpire man with 
nſel an "a with beneficence 9 unn 
wap ſolemnity of 
| "faint image of the 
| e ee on his throne, round 
about which,” according to the viſion of St. John, 
3 there i 15 rainbow, in ſight like unto an emerald, 
and out of lick proceed iiglans, and thunder- 
; ings, and voices, and before; whith a great multi- 
tude, which can number, of all nations and 
kindreds, ad people, and tongues do worſhip and 
cry with a loud voice, Salyation to our God, which 
ſitteth upon the chrane, and 17 tool lamb, for . 
Aer bee.” 1 ov” +. = | 
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dwelleth in you. r the temple. of 
God, him ſhall God "deſtroy, for the temple of 
God is holy, which Wmple ye are. Other founda- 


tion can no man lay than that is laid, which is 


Jeſus Chriſ Nee if any man build upon this 
foundation gold; ver, precious ſtones, wood, hay, 


ſtubble; every man's werk ſhall be maniſeſt. For 


the day ſhall declare it; becauſe it ſhall be. 


by fire, and the fire ſhall try very man's work, ö | 
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bis God, 1 loves * en and regards 
Hhimſelß, fervently with me in prayer, in the 
. pee form and words of Solomoß among 
the people of [irael. .- * the prayer 
"MN * ication, O Lord my 
| "God; thheatken unto the ery and the prayer which 
-& ſervant prayeth before th thine eyes 

of may be open upon this houſe a> and night, upon 
8 che place whereof thou haſt ſaid that thou wouldſt 
* 1 put thy name there. Hearken, therefore, unto the 
to lications of thy ſervant and vf thy people, which 
ſhall make in this place: hear, thou, from thy 

; r place, even from heaven, and when thou 
h Areſt, forgive our akneſs, and ſtrengthen our 
reſolves. 
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